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This year’s Riverside County 
College Kick Off Day returned to 
campus after a long hiatus since 
COVID-19 shut down. The event was 
held on October 25 with the goal of 
helping students discover possible 
career paths, passions, and skills to 
use in their future. Each grade had 
their own agenda that they followed, 
benefiting each year in different ways. 

Seniors started their day with 
an informational meeting about 
senior activities, scholarships, and 
graduation regalia. Not long after, 
seniors were offered breakfast that 
included many treats, including 
pancakes, donuts, and Capri Suns. 
As the seniors concluded their 
breakfast, it was now time to choose 
four workshops that they would find 
the most beneficial to their interests 
and plans for the future. There were 
twenty-six different workshops in 
total that focused on different career 
paths like psychology, professions 
in special education, welding, and 
criminal justice. However, other 
beneficial sessions were offered such 
as financial aid, college visits, and 
college application processes. Many 
seniors took the chance to fill out 
their Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) or have a better 
understanding of college application 
processes. Motivational speakers, 
businesses, and professionals came 
to speak with seniors, in hopes to 
inspire many to follow their passions, 
including Alumni Gavin Johns, who 
spoke about joining professional 
baseball. “Doing this kind of reminds 
me of [like] my own choices for my 

own future,” Senior Ryan Ong said, 
“because I know that I will have the 
ability to grow and branch out to do 
whatever I want to do.” To end this 
impactful day, seniors went to the 
stadium field to take their senior 
panoramic photo with their peers.  
     Underclassmen, on the other 
hand, were given the opportunity to 
take a valuable test to help give them 
a better understanding about their 
own skills and passions. Freshman 
and Sophomores were given the 
chance to take the preliminary SAT 
(PSAT), sponsored by the Temecula 
Valley Unified School District. Juniors 
were also given the chance to take 
the test, but had to pay a $20 fee, in 
order to cover the costs. The PSAT 
tests students on English and math 

curriculums, ultimately revealing 
to students what their curriculum 
strengths are and what they can 
improve on. “It gives us Advanced 
Placement (AP) readiness data” 
Assistant Principal Ingrid Taylor said, 
“so the kids will know what AP classes 
the kids are ready for.” Students can 
take this as a practice round in order 
to get a better understanding of the 
SAT and earn a better score. Taking 
the PSAT can also give students the 
opportunity to be a qualifier for the 
National Merit Scholarship award. 
Juniors that opted to not take the 
PSAT were given the Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), 
a career exploration test that suggests 
possible careers based on students’ 
performance on the assessment. “It 

may seem like the PSAT or ASVAB 
is a waste,” Counseling Secretary 
Christina Gandy said, “ [but] we 
use them to identify strengths 
to encourage students to push 
themselves to the limit they may not 
even be aware they had.” 

College Kick Off was a time for 
all students to discover skills and 
interests that will lead them to their 
desired future. The resources that were 
provided on this day will help students 
build their future plans. Gandy noted 
that students truly “[had] their 
eyes open[ed] to different options 
in life” and suggested that students 
take classes that they are interested 
and passionate for. College Kick off 
surely opened the eyes of many, and 
impacted students’ courses in life. 

Boys Water Polo Goes to League Championship
Dallin Grey ‘24
Managing Editor

In 2009, the Varsity Boys 
Water Polo team battled throughout 
their season and ended at the top of 
their league, earning a spot in the 
Southwestern league championship 
game. After a hard-fought game, 
the Pumas were unable to emerge 
crowned champions. This season, 
however, the Pumas were back 
in the league championship for 
the first time in thirteen years on 
Wednesday, October 26 in a game 
against Murrieta Valley High School.

The situation that landed the 
team in the championship game was 
unique to the outcomes of previous 
seasons. “In the league, we had three 
teams come in at 4-1-Chaparral, 
Vista Murrieta, and Murrieta Valley-
and then there were three teams that 
came in at 1-4, and that was Great 
Oak, Temecula Valley, and [Murrieta] 
Mesa,” Assistant Coach Mr. Don 
Forhane explained. In order to resolve 
the standings, tie-breakers were issued 
among the top three teams; the number 
of goals scored for and against each 
team were taken into account. The 
Pumas came out on top of both tie-
breakers, with the most points scored 
and fewest scored against. This gave 

the team the top seed entering the 
league’s carousel, similar to a playoff 
at the end of the regular season. In the 
carousel, the Pumas won both of their 
games, as did Murrieta Valley, creating 

Wednesday’s league championship 
game. Winning that game would 
make the Pumas the sole league 
champions; a loss, due to the fact 
that Chaparral won the tie-breakers, 
would still give them a share of the 
league championship. “It’ll be the 
first [water polo] league champ ever 
for Chaparral,” Coach Forhane said.

Coach Forhane believes that 
the championship is well-deserved; 

“these boys put in a lot of work.” The 
team started preseason practices in 
June, swimming roughly two miles 
a day. When school started, the team 
did not break a stroke and continued 

practicing twenty hours a week. 
Throughout the course of the season, 
the team found impressive strength 
in their players, brought about by 
their hard work and dedication. “The 
core of this team has been working 
for years,” Forhane said. “We were 
anticipating this year to be the year 
[to win the league championship], 
and so far it has been.” For Captain 
and Senior Justin Hougland, a league 

title has been a long time coming. 
“I’ve been on Varsity for four years 
so I’ve seen the ups and downs of the 
program,” Hougland said. “I’ve seen 
how significantly the [COVID-19 
pandemic] impacted our team, and 
we lost a lot of. . .new players, and 
it’s been tough because we’ve been 
beaten pretty badly specifically by 
Murrieta Valley, so this is kind of 
a redemption song for our team 
to get back at the. . .twenty years 
of Murrieta just dominating our 
league. And to end on such a high 
note would be the perfect end. . .for 
me personally, just the dedication 
for the countless hours I’ve spent 
year-round working for this team.”

Going into the championship 
game, the team had high hopes, 
having routed Murrieta Valley 14-6 
a month prior. The team has had 
health issues lately, but this did not 
discourage them, their sights set on the 
California Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF) tournament. “Hopefully we go 
into CIF very strong, very healthy, 
and then hopefully we go as deep as 
we can into that,”  Hougland stated 
. . .we have some tough opponents 
. .  .We’re just going to do as much 
as we can and just try to bring 
home a CIF win for our school.”
(Article published on Tuesday 
October 25 before leauge finals)

Correctional Corporal deputys Ferrari and Sinohui challenge Seniors James Lauper and Gabe Canela to a push up fitness challenge.

Senior Justin Hougland winds up for a shot on goal to lead the Pumas to another win.

Credit: Svetlana HoholCredit: Svetlana Hohol
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Pumas,

We are well into the first semester of the 22/23 school 
year, and I continue to be inspired by our amazing students and 
staff at Chaparral.  We had a successful Homecoming week.  It 
was great to be a part of the school spirit at our rally and our 
game.  Our Puma football team’s victory was the highlight of 
Friday night.  We had over 2,000 students in attendance at 
our HOCO dance.  Our goal at Chaparral High School is 
to maintain an opportunity for our students to have a great 
high school experience in a safe, appropriate, and respectful 
environment. We continue to strive to uphold high expectations 
and standards during our dances and activities.  Students, thank 
you for making our Homecoming a success by demonstrating 
these expectations and standards.  It was great to see our 
student body enjoy the night and activities even in the rain.

We are halfway through the semester, and progress 
report grades have been posted.  If you are doing well in your 
classes, keep up the great work and do not lose focus.  If you 
need to improve your grades, do not give up.  You still have 
time to improve your grades.  Remember to frequently check 
your grades on Infinite Campus, communicate with your 
teacher, and attend intervention for needed classes.  Do not 
forget to check out other important school news and events 
on the main CHS social media links.  You can find these 
links on the Get Connected handout on the CHS website.  

Go Pumas!

Principal Tina Miller

Key Club Shapes Community Leaders

Students in YAC Aid the Community  
Kayla Wiley ‘24
School News Editor

To many students, community 
service is just another mundane 
requirement necessary to graduate high 
school. However, to the Youth Advisory 
Council (YAC), volunteering is an 
opportunity for students to not only 
give back, but to also engage with the 
people of the community. To be sure 
that they are making the most beneficial 
influence, the 
participants of YAC 
form a strong union 
together as they 
work to aid those 
in need. With the 
focus of lending a 
helping hand, YAC 
ensures that all of its 
members recognize 
the impact they 
can have in their 
society. Their main 
goal is to teach 
students that their 
actions matter and 
there is a lot of 
positivity that can 
be brought about 
by these actions. 

YAC is an 
organization that 
is available to both 
middle and high 
school students. 
YAC President 
Senior Kalia Narciso described the club 
as “a good way to get involved. . .as 
students take initiative to do more and 
be a part [of the community].” With a 
multitude of opportunities to grow and 
learn from throughout the year, YAC 
participants commonly find themselves 

proud of what they have accomplished, 
knowing that they made a difference 
in other people’s lives. Having already 
played a part in two major events, 
a Halloween party for youth with 
special needs and the Temecula Health 
Fair at Old Town, YAC is on track to 
continue making significant impacts. 

One of the biggest focuses of YAC 
is working with students with special 
needs. Members ensure that they are 
granted the social opportunities and 
resources that may be challenging for 

them to get a hold of. The best part of 
these events, Narciso said, is “seeing 
[the students] smile and making their 
day a little bit better.” Sometimes, 
all it takes is one kind individual to 
completely turn another person’s 
day around. YAC plays an important 

role in allowing this to happen. 
While community service is one 

of the most significant driving forces 
behind this organization, YAC also hosts 
workshops that help students prepare 
for life outside of school. In the past, 
a resume workshop was held, helping 
students learn what many employers 
look for in their applicants and how 
they could stand out in a positive light. 
Along with this, active participants of 
YAC formed a close knit community, 
which allowed them to learn how to 

work together and 
rely on one another. 
“In the professional 
world, you’re 
going to have to 
work with people,” 
Narciso said, “and 
so it really is a good 
building experience 
to be cordial 
with each other.” 

For any student 
that is interested 
in being a part of 
YAC and all that 
it entails, there is 
still time to get 
involved. In order to 
do so, a mandatory 
application form 
must be completed 
and turned in 
electronically; this 
application can 
be found on the 
Community Service 

Youth Opportunities section of the 
City of Temecula website. Whether 
it be with the intention of supporting 
those of their community or simply 
the necessity of completing more 
community service hours, any student 
can find a place for themselves in YAC. 

Alyza Reclusado ‘24 
Staff Writer

With their priorities set on the 
welfare of the people, Key Club’s impact 
has been felt within the community 
through the many events they have 
volunteered at. Ranging from small 
events like Halloween poster making to 
grand events like hosting city traditions, 
each act of service is significant to the 
community. Key Club is a national 
student-led organization committed 
towards helping anyone in need. 
Together, the club works hard to create 
a welcoming and united community. 

Since many new students have 
joined the club, spirit sessions have been 
held to mold students into becoming 
community leaders. On October 15, 
the club gathered at the Harveston 
Community Park to meet other Key 
Clubs within their Division. There, they 
decorated Halloween signs to donate 
to local elementary schools with hopes 
of getting more young children excited 
for the Halloween season. Along with 
that, they participated in team bonding 
exercises and learned the division 
cheers. The community aspect is valued 
by members like Key Club Secretary 
Junior Elijah Lee and volunteer Junior 
Julie Lee. “I enjoyed it because I got 
to see my friends from other schools,” 
Julie Lee said, “and I enjoyed hanging 
out with other people from the club 
outside of our school,” Elijah Lee 
added. For those who missed the 
Division meeting, three more sessions 
will be held at Harveston on October 
30, November 5, and November 11. 

For their twenty-third annual year, 
the Valley of the Mist Quilt Guild, a 
non-profit, charitable organization, 

partnered with the 
City of Temecula to 
host an auction event 
that featured vibrant 
outdoor displays 
and a boutique with 
an array of quilts. 
The club has been 
volunteering in 
this event for many 
years, continuously 
donating their time 
to help the city. 
Elijah expressed 
appreciation for the 
event, noting the 
benefits it has given 
him. “It helps you 
build relations with 
the community,” 
he said, “especially 
the people who 
host the event. It is really cool.” 
Like many club members, Key Club 
Vice President Junior Kaden Han 
dedicates much of his time to events 
like this. “We give back,” Han said, 
“[and] we like to make a positive 
impact in the environment around us.” 

The quilt show is one of many 
events that the club hosts. Others 
include holiday card writing, gift 
wrapping, community cleanups, toy 
making, and more. Such events are in 
collaboration with organizations to give 
back to senior living facilities, animal 
shelters, and local homeless shelters 
like Project Touch, an organization 
dedicated to homeless prevention. To 
many members, one of the greatest 
benefits is the impact they create. Lee 
said, “Knowing that your efforts are 
actually helping someone. . .We always 
want to do more.” In the future, the 
club will have their Fall Rally at the 

Six Flags amusement park to meet 
with other divisions, their division 
Lieutenant Generals (LTGs), and 
their Executive officers. The LTGs 
and officers will be “auctioned” off to 
the divisions with the funds from the 
auction going towards the Pediatric 
Trauma Program, a program aimed 
towards preventing children’s deaths. 

Key Club is a safe space for 
anyone who has the passion for going 
above and beyond to serve their 
community. Students not only earn 
community service hours, but they 
also learn what it takes to be a leader 
and serve a vital role in the community. 
Meetings are held every Friday in room 
319 during lunch. All are welcome to 
join in on the club’s meetings where 
they can have fun with friends while 
providing the positive impact that the 
world needs. As Han summed it up, 
“Whenever there is an opportunity, 
Key Club steps in and helps.”

Credit: City of TemeculaCredit: City of Temecula

NEWS BRIEFS

Unified Sports ESPN Honor Roll
After receiving the National Banner Recognition and being ti-
tled an official Unified School, the Impact Unified Sports team 
has gone above and beyond in being inclusive of all students on 
campus. As of October 14, Chaparral Unified Sports was official-
ly recognized on the Entertainment and Sports Programming 
(ESPN) Honor Roll National Banner for the 2022 school year. 

QuestBridge Semifinalists
QuestBridge is a program that helps students match their ideal 
college according to their GPA and application and helps part-
ners with scholarship programs for students. This year’s Chapar-
ral semifinalists are Senior Ruby Choi, Senior Dylan Choi, and 
Senior Parsa Tehrani. 

MSJC Concurrent Enrollment
November 1-30 Mount San Jacinto College (MSJC) is beginning 
its application process for high school students interested in con-
current enrollment. 
 
AP Literature Passing Rate
English teacher Mr. Larry Wells has a 100% passing rate for his 
Advanced Placement (AP) Literature class. 

HOCO Flu
Due to the ‘HOCO Flu’, there was a 25% student absence rate on 
Thursday October 20th following the 2022
 homecoming dance. 

Kameron Wilson ‘23
October Student of 

the Month

Kendall Hong ‘23
September Student of 

the Month

YAC students volunteer at City of Temecula’s annual Health Fair in Old Town.

Key Club participates in the Valley of the Mist Quilt Guild event.

Credit: Kiera CherryCredit: Kiera Cherry
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Art Students are Ink-cited for Thirty-One Day Competition

CalKids Assists With Student’s Funds
Reagan Delahunty ‘25
Managing Editor

Recently, the state of California 
announced its launch of the California 
Kids Investment and Development 
Savings Program (CalKIDS). The 
CalKIDS program is a way for 
students who are socioeconomically 
disadvantaged to jumpstart their 
college savings for students, giving 
them a way to save money for 
career training, college tuition, or 
supplies such as computers or books. 

The CalKIDS program is 
encouraging students born in 
California on or after July 1, 2022, or 
students who are eligible and are low-
income public school students in any 
grade level to apply for the seed deposit 
and possible future opportunities. 
Once students apply, if they so desire, 
they can start a 529 college savings 
plan which allows for the student to 
receive more money for their future. 
The program grants students who are 
eligible up to $500 and students with 
special circumstances up to $1500 for 
a student’s future rather that money 
being used for high school, college, 
or career training. The sooner a 
student applies, the more financial 
opportunities they will receive and 
the quicker they will be able to apply 
further for additional possibilities. 

Local Control and Accountability 
Plan (LCAP) Counseling Specialist 
Mr. Michael Perales stated that the 
program has no strings attached, 
and is only “[the state of] California 
setting up college savings accounts 
for students.” The CalKIDS program 
requires no parental donations or 
stipulations for the account to become 
active. The student only needs to apply 
and open the account with parental 
permission for it to start. The program is 
an easy-access way for students to gain 
a higher-quality education during and 
after high school. By way of his opinion, 
Perales commented, “It’s free money, 

and it’s just sitting there waiting for 
kids to accept it, so to me that’s huge.”

It is recommended by counselors 
and teachers that all students scan 
the QR code on the flyer or see their 
counselor for the information and enter 
their school ID number to see if they 

are eligible. The program is currently 
available to all current Chaparral 
students as well as the graduating 
class of 2022 students. Any questions 
about the program can be answered 
up through the website CalKIDS.org 
or by asking one of the counselors. 

Katherine Ivey ‘26
Staff Writer 

On October 9, 2017, former 
California Governor Jerry 
Brown signed Assembly Bill 24, 
introducing a new legislation 
that allows students proficient in 
social science the opportunity to 
earn a new honor, the State Seal 
of Civic Engagement (SSCE). In 
recent years, schools have begun 
implementing opportunities 
to achieve SSCE. To earn this 
award within the Temecula 
Valley Unified School District, 
graduates must have completed 
and passed a high school history, 
government, and civics course. 
Additionally, students must be 
proficient in the five SSCE criteria, 
attend and participate in Action 
of Civic Engagement (ACE) 
meetings, and create a sustainable 
solution to a problem within the 
community. Under the guidance 
of Dr. July Hill-Wilkinson and 
Mrs. Susan Myers, juniors and 
seniors have started the process 
of earning this esteemed award.  

One of the requirements to 
receive the honor is to show an 
understanding of the five SSCE 
criteria: engagement, competence, 
project, self-reflection, and 
character. To earn the engagement 
requirement, students must attend 
club meetings and remain on track 
to graduate. Additionally, the 
Civic Engagement Module must 
be completed, which is found in 
the club’s Canvas page. The third 
requirement is the competition 
of the Civic Engagement project. 
To achieve the self-reflection 
standard, students must complete 
a reflection assignment and 
present their community service 
project to a panel. Finally, students 
must write a resume with two 
letters of recommendation 

to earn the character criteria. 
The Civic Engagement 

project is the most important 
aspect of earning the SSCE. This 
project requires students to find 
a problem in their community 
and create a sustainable solution. 
Projects can be as large or as small 
as the student desires and they can 
work alone or in groups with up 
to four members. For a project to 
be approved, students must create 
a proposal slide show and present 
it in front of a panel. Proposals 
must be sustainable by providing 
a lasting solution to the chosen 
problem that future students and 
community members can maintain 
once the student graduates. Once 
a project is approved, students 
must begin to incorporate as many 
people outside of the project as 
possible, allowing opportunities 
for others to carry the mantle 
after a student graduates. 

There are many benefits 
to earning the SSCE. Students 
graduating with this award will 
receive special recognition via 
a seal on their diplomas and 
a special stole to be worn at 
graduation. Moreover, the SSCE 
encourages young people to 
become more involved in their 
community. Myers believes that, 
“[the new program] will not 
only benefit the community by 
[implementing] all these amazing 
projects that students are able 
to put into action and make a 
difference [in the community], but 
will also help the students because 
it is something that will be able 
to be used on their resume.” ACE 
is still accepting members, and 
all upperclassmen passing their 
social science class are welcomed. 
“Mrs. Myers and I are very excited 
about the opportunity for students 
to find additional ways to get 
involved in their community and 
make the world a better place.” 

The Civil Engagement

Athena Ebuen ‘24
Staff Writer

Inktober is an annual art challenge that 
takes place in October. In 2009, artist Jake 
Parker created the challenge as a way to test 
artists’ skills and instill positive habits. All 
participants received a prompt list to draw for 
the month, such as Flame, Forget, and Eagle, 
among other random topics. Artists will create 
a drawing based on the topic for the day. 

Once artists have created an ink drawing, 
they can share it with family and friends or 

through social media platforms using the 
hashtag, #inktober or #inktober2022, as part 
of the event. Seniors Jordan Josey and Andrew 
Elias are a few of the many students who 
participated in this year’s Inktober challenge. 
“I like the way that it allows people to use 
various mediums and come up with their own 
imagery for each word,” Josey explained, “[It] 
also gives them enough frame that artist block 
isn’t as present.” Artist block refers to a student 
being unwilling to complete a project due to 
fears of making a mistake or lacking original, 
creative ideas. However, by combining their 
drawing style with the day’s topic, students can 

demonstrate their ability to turn a simple 
topic into an original portrait, removing 
the artist’s block. Essentially, artists are not 
restricted to one style of drawing, rather 
they have the freedom to draw however 
they like, so long as it is ink. “I love the 
freedom and creative aspects that come 
with more twisted and scary concepts,” 
“Inktober allows me to be freer with what 
I choose. . .” Elias elucidated. Instead of 
using a fixed art style, this event gave 
them the freedom to express themselves 
creatively in whichever way they feel 
comfortable with. For instance, Josey is a 
more fine art, traditional artist, so she uses 
stylized realism in her artwork. Elias likes 
to use darker-toned colors, so he uses a 
rougher, gritty art style. Students should 
use their own style of art because no one 
else can duplicate their work. How an artist 
illustrates their subject and what kind of 
vision students express in their artwork 
determines the style of their artwork. 

As much as Inktober was designed to 
test artists’ creativity, managing time is just 
as challenging. Drawing takes time, so with 

school as an obstacle, most students have little 
time to finish their pieces before the day ends. 
Elias explained his struggle saying that he is not 
able to “sit for long enough” to complete the 
artwork he previously started. “I need to keep 
up with these artworks [along with] my athletics 
and schoolwork,” he added. Another challenge 
is repetitiveness in their artwork. There is a story 
behind every drawing, and artists often draw 
subjects in the same tone, sometimes to the 
detriment of the value of their work. Although 
Inktober is challenging, it has taught them a few 
more lessons about the arts. “Focus on individual 

aspects of an artwork and not the entirety of 
what is pictured in your mind. The mind tends 
to skew over what you’re actually capable of 
achieving,” Elias advised. Overthinking what 
the artwork should look like tends to destroy 
the student’s motivation to make the drawing. 

Overall, Inktober has posed many 
challenges for art students, including 
demonstrating their abilities in the arts, 
fostering positive attitudes, and balancing 
their time. These challenges will enable student 
artists, such as Josey and Elias, to develop and 
improve their art skills as time progresses.

A piece of artwork drawn by Senior Jordan Josey from the 2019 Inktober challenge with the topic: Wild.

Senior Andrew Elias with one of his Inktober ‘22 drawings.

Credit: Jordan JoseyCredit: Jordan Josey

Credit: Andrew EliasCredit: Andrew Elias
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Mrs. Christa Rudd

Mr. Chris Morel

Mrs. Teresa Lyons

Mrs. Susie Fuentes

Mrs. Lori Fujioka

Ms. Lorena Ferragut

Mrs. Kristen Morales

Resource Teacher

Student Support 
Behavior

English Teacher

Locker Room 
Attendant

Biology Teacher

Spanish Teacher

Math and Tech 
Teacher

Rudd is a 15 year breast 
cancer survivor. She was 
diagbosed when she was 
33 years old.

Morel was born in 
Guatemala and did not 
become a citizen of 
the US until he was in 

Lyons has fired a machine 
gun, thrown live hand 
grenades, and crawled 
under barbed wire during 
explosions, while she was 
in the army during basic 
training. 

Fuentes has met a lot 
of Latin singers such as 
Jbalvin, Ozuna, Maluma  
at the Latin Grammys.

Fujioka was the first-
female member of the 
University of Irvine’s 
male rowing team.

Ferragut was invited 
to cook in the morning 
television show “Un 
Nuevo Día” in Mexico 
City 

Morales was in the 
Metallica music video 
“sad but true.”

Staff Facts of the Month

Owens Wins Big on Let’s Make a Deal 

Gardening Club Blossoms on Campus
Alyza Reclusado ‘24
Staff Writer

Though they have only planted 
themselves on campus this year, the 
Gardening Club has already sprouted 
within many students a new-found 
admiration for the cultivation of plants. 
Club members have learned 
the basics of gardening, proper 
plant care techniques, and 
how they can contribute to 
the environment. By Getting 
hands-on at recent meetings, 
the club connects students back 
to the environment, doing their 
part to make the planet a little 
less bleak, one plant at a time. 

Club President Sophomore 
Jayden Legesse started the club 
to share the fun of gardening. 
“We are trying to teach students 
to grow their own plants and 
show that it is not as difficult 
as it looks,” said Legesse, “It 
is a useful hobby that can be 
used to grow your own food, relieve 
stress, or express yourself artistically.” 
Club members let their creativity flow 
at one of the meetings where they 
painted pots for future projects. Another 
meeting had students getting their hands 
dirty with soil as they planted various 
succulent plants. In future sessions, the 
club plans to start planting edible plants 
with hopes of donating the produce to 
local food banks and selling some of 
the goods at farmers markets to fund 

these sessions. The biggest project the 
club has is a community garden for 
all students to join in on and admire. 
Legesse has made efforts to bring the 
project to life. “We are looking into 
fundraising and finding a larger space to 
use. . . further down the line we want to 
get more people helping out by offering 
community service for their assistance,” 

she said “and we have been planning to 
hold a movie night to raise money.”

The club benefits both students and 
the Earth as members understand the 
importance of gardening and how to give 
back to their planet. Environmentally, 
the club does their part to help the 
Earth by growing plants, reducing the 
harmful levels of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere. At the planting sessions, 
the club used recycled old cans and 
containers as pots to teach students 

about sustainability and environmental 
consciousness while also combating 
the pollution crisis. Members are also 
taught how to grow their own sources 
of produce, helping them be more 
economically sustainable as growing 
their own fruits and vegetables prevents 
the amount of grocery trips needed. The 
peaceful, yet productive, atmosphere 

of the club benefits students 
mentally as it gives them a 
place to wind down after a long 
school day. For many members, 
including Legesse and Club 
Vice President Sophomore 
Alana Truscott, this peaceful 
environment is highly valued. 
“My favorite aspect of the club 
is having a calm environment 
after school,” said Legesse. 
“The club provides a space for 
students to relax . . . [and] it 
creates more of an appreciation 
for nature.” Truscott also “It 
is a very creative and safe 
environment,” praise the 
artistic aspect of the club. 

For those interested in plant care 
or for those who just need a place 
to destress, the Gardening Club is a 
safe retreat for all. “We want to help 
people find a new interest,” Truscott 
emphasized. All students are there 
to learn about the significance and 
beauty of greenery, no experience is 
needed. Meetings are held in room 346 
every Monday after school for those 
interested in the art of gardening and 
contributing back to the environment.

Kayla Wiley ‘24
School News Editor

Math teacher Mrs. Leslie Owens 
has always been a fan of game shows 
and enjoys playing along from 
home. Last month, she was given the 
opportunity to be featured on the game 
show, Let’s Make A Deal, on September 
27. Hosted by comedian Wayne Brady, 
the contestants on 
the game show 
wear extravagant 
costumes and 
make deals for big 
prizes. Players are 
presented with an 
item of value and 
must decide whether 
they want to keep 
what they have, or 
trade it for a mystery 
prize. The overall 
goal is to walk 
away from the game 
having made the best 
possible deal, and 
therefore gaining 
the highest reward. 
Though Owens 
had high hopes of 
winning, it was still 
an unexpected, yet 
pleasant, surprise 
when she walked 
away with an 
eight-day trip to 
Belgium. Students 
can catch Owens’ 
appearance in the 
seventh episode 
of season fourteen of Let’s 
Make A Deal on Paramount+

As a long-time fan of the game 
show, being a participant meant more 
to Owens than just winning a grand 
prize. She was eager to discover what 
the filming process would be like as 
well. Owens commented,  “[It was] 
super exciting; it’s exhausting though. 
It’s an all day event and they want you 
to be excited all day long.” In addition, 

she also wanted to make it a memorable 
experience with her fellow contestants. 
Owens stated, “I loved rooting the 
other players on,” She continued, “To 
actually be able to have them listen to 
me. . . and see if I actually helped them 
make a good decision, that was a great 
part.” In the end, Owens’ experience 
was unforgettable as she got to know the 
people around her, danced, and made 
meaningful decisions that eventually 

gained her an exciting vacation to 
look forward to. Her eight-day trip to 
Belgium for two includes free airfare 
and hotel accommodations, along with 
chocolate and beer tasting waiting for 
them at their destination. Owens intends 
to bring her husband along as they also 
make plans to visit the surrounding 
areas of Belgium. Most notably, 
she is eager to experience taking a 
train to London for a day and going 

through the Harry Potter Studio Tour. 
Owens is not only a game show 

winner, but she is also an exceptional 
teacher, currently teaching Algebra 
1 and Mathematical Reasoning With 
Connections (MRWC). Having taught 
since 1999, she is now in her twenty-
fourth year of teaching. With her years 
of experience, she helps her math 
students excel in their classes. As an 
educator, Owens stated her favorite 

part is “seeing 
s t u d e n t s 
become better 
at math, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
because it’s 
not a subject 
a lot of 
people love 
and enjoy.” 
To Owens, 
s t u d e n t s ’ 
voices truly 
do matter. 
With this, one 
of her highest 
priorities is 
es tabl ishing 
c l o s e 
connec t ions 
and being 
someone that 
her students 
can rely on at 
all times. To 
be a successful 
teacher, there 
are many 
essential traits 
that a person 
must have. 

For Owens, the most important ones 
are patience and willingness to help 
students. She explained, “If [students] 
feel like they can’t ask you questions, or 
that they’ve made a mistake asking you 
a question, that’s a problem.”  It is a thrill 
to have a teacher like Owens represent 
the school with this rare televised 
opportunity. As an admirable instructor, 
there is no doubt that Owens is deserving 
of her big win on Let’s Make A Deal.

Mrs. Leslie Owens bargins  with host Wayne Brady to win a grand prize on Let’s Make a Deal.

A Factory Fire Study
Chloë Zuñiga ‘24
Copy Editor 

The Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory fire of New York City 
was the deadliest industrial 
disaster in the city’s history. 
This fire erupted in a factory 
on March 25, 1911, killing 143 
female immigrant workers. 
On October 10, U.S. History 
Teacher Mrs. Susan Myers set 
up a mock-investigation for her 
students to learn more about 
the context and causes of this 
unfortunate historical event. 
Participants were given the 
aforementioned situation with 
no in-depth information except 
an overall summary. They had 
the objective of discovering who 
was responsible for the fire and 
proposing solutions to prevent 
the event from happening 
again in the future, with the use 
of the obtained information.

As they entered the library 
to participate in the investigation, 
students were tasked with visiting 
each table and reading the placed 
resource papers that served as 
written witness accounts. In 
addition, there were “witnesses” 
that represented those that were 
involved in the real life incident 
of 1911. The group of informants 
was made up of student and 
staff volunteers, including 
Library Media Technician Ms. 
Kristy Beasley and Library 
Assistant Ms. Diana Contreras. 
Students were instructed to 
write paraphrasings of their 
discovered clues and details in 
their “detective notebooks,” to 
later be analyzed when figuring 
out the missing background 
information from this fire. 

The intention of this 
investigation was for Myers’ U.S. 
History classes to gain a better 

understanding of the unfortunate 
occurrence, but also of its specific 
importance in influencing the 
country’s future labor laws. Junior 
Landon Anderson described 
the process of this activity as 
“pretty beneficial to have a 
hands-on learning experience,” 
in relation to its effectiveness 
in furthering knowledge of the 
incident. “We don’t normally 
get activities like that in history 
classes,” Anderson elaborated, 
“so. . .it was a fun change of pace 
in that class.” The investigation 
allowed for the information to 
be more thoroughly applied 
to the students’ learning and 
overall understanding of the 
topic. This was because they 
were required to remember all 
of the details acquired through 
this research experiment, with 
the help of utilizing their notes, 
to further build conclusions and 
solutions to the 1911 fire. Junior 
Janelle Combs shared, “I felt like 
I was able to learn a lot more 
about [the history unit] than I 
would’ve just reading a book in 
class.” In the end, many reached 
the conclusion that the fire 
occurred because of lack of labor 
regulations in workplaces. There 
were too many fire hazards, 
such as over-capacitization, a 
singular and faulty fire escape, 
and locked staircases, which 
made it extremely difficult for 
the workers to escape the factory.

Students were able to 
practice the skills of teamwork, 
analysis of texts, critical thinking, 
problem solving, and more with 
this class investigation. With the 
student engagement and clear 
improved-learning results of the 
experiment, it is easy to conclude 
that Myers’ mock-investigation 
was a success and will definitely 
be a beneficial teaching 
route for the units to come.

Gardening Club members begin to grow their semester one plants.
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Lauren Padilla ‘24
Copy Editor

True crime is arguably 
one of the most popular, 
yet controversial genres 
in media today. The latest 
Netflix limited series 
that follows the story of 
notorious American serial 
killer and cannibal, Jeffrey 
Dahmer, is certainly no 
exception. Monster: The 
Jeffrey Dahmer Story was 
released on September 
21, 2022, being almost 
immediately recognized 
as one of the most-
watched Netflix series of 
all time, with 300 million 
viewing hours after just 
two short weeks. Despite 
the unforgivable acts of 
violence and murder, 
many are infatuated with 
the depiction of Dahmer. 
This endearment glorifies 
serial killers and enables 
the incessant release of 
various interpretations of 
the same cases. Not only 
are these variations largely 
unnecessary, but they also 
force the victims’ families 
to relive the trauma they 
have taken years to forget.

Social media 
romanticizes anyone in 
popular productions, no 
matter who they are or 
what they have done. The 
line between character 
and actor then becomes so 
blurred that many people 
believe it is acceptable to 
excuse Dahmer’s actions 
simply because the actor 
who portrays him, Evan 
Peters, is considered 

attractive. Additionally, 
Peters skillfully embodied 
Dahmer, causing viewers 
to develop a real level 
of empathy and passion 
for him. Tiktok users 
specifically have created 
slow motion edits that 
showcase Peters’ body and 
even insinuates romantic 
relationships between 
Dahmer and his victims. 
This behavior is completely 
inappropriate and offensive 
to these individuals and 
their families. Furthermore, 
these shows put killers 
on a pedestal for anyone 
to see, glorify, or look up 
to. Mainstream series are 
increasingly specific about 
the details of the murderer’s 
strategies or mindsets. This 
can be extremely dangerous, 
especially for those who 

have mental health issues 
and disorders, as it shows 
viewers how to imitate 
their actions almost exactly.

Some argue that this 
depiction of Dahmer aimed 
to focus on and bring 
empathy to the victims and 
their families’ experiences, 
but in reality, Netflix 
never reached out to or 
compensated these families 
for their production. They 
had no prior knowledge 
that another series was 
being created, causing them 
to be completely blindsided 
with countless messages 
and calls yet again. The 
popularity of this series 
has forced these families 
to relive all the horrifying 
trauma of those moments 
once more, while Netflix 
simply sits and profits off 

their pain. Social media 
influencers are also profiting 
from this production as they 
create content concerning 
elements of the series 
they did or did not enjoy. 
Other users have taken to 
social media to criticize 
it, expressing that they 
did not feel it was morbid 
enough. This is sickening; 
the murder of seventeen 
primarily black, queer 
men should be thoroughly 
repulsing and undeserving 
of a television show. Yet, 
production companies often 
forget they are writing 
about real people in their 
pursuit to create a new 
true crime perspective.  

This type of 
behavior is not unique 
to this production; most 
commonly, people tend 

to romanticize fictional 
villains, but this is a separate 
instance. Dahmer was a real 
person who murdered real 
people with families, to 
exempt him from his crimes 
because one believes in 
the “good side” in him, is 
completely disrespectful 
to the families impacted. 
This phenomenon also 
occurred with Zac Efron’s 
depiction of serial killer Ted 
Bundy produced by Netflix 
just three years prior to 
Dahmer’s, clearly revealing 
the true intent behind the 
creation of numerous true 
crime titles. The repeated 
production provide 
sno benefit aside from 
profits for the production 
company; otherwise, it 
only reaps heartache, 
hazards, and disrespect. 

Brielle Olson ‘26
Staff Writer

In countries such as Ireland, 
the United States, and Canada, 
people choose to celebrate the 
end of the month of October by 
dressing up in costumes. This 
tradition originally started around 
2,000 years ago, with the years 
of celebration having gone on 
and evolved to fit the current era, 
the costumes have also evolved. 
This has been seen especially 
in womens’ costumes, with the 
inclusion of provocative wording 
in front of the type of costume it is. 

Hypersexuallity is very 
common in womens’ costumes 
today, the corporations often 
headline a product with words 

that encourage those who buy the 
product to believe that what they 
are selling is seductive. Some 
costumes expose as much skin 
as lingerie and the reality is that 
this kind of thing should not be 
acceptable. Costumes are supposed 
to allow the wearer to look like 
whatever they chose to dress up 
as. If someone intends to dress up 
as a vampire, they want it to be an 
authentic costume, but companies 
often add words saying that the 
costume appears flirtatious when 
worn. Some of these costumes 
make it so parts of womens’ 
bodies, that should be completely 
covered, are not covered to 
the extent of which is deemed 
acceptable in the public eye.

A prime example is a well-
known film, Mean Girls. In the 

film, the characters Regina, Karen, 
and Gretchen go to a costume 
party on Halloween. The costumes 
they wear are meant to make them 
seem more attractive, defeating 
the purpose of a traditional 
costume. Costumes should be for 
recreational purposes that get the 
point of the character across to the 
audience. The corporations funding 
this are attempting to target young 
adults trying to get the biggest 
profit off of them since when 
going to costume parties, they 
are the biggest audience beside 
young children. The sexualization 
of costumes is evident in multiple 
films and the scarier fact is that 
it is no longer just womens 
costumes; some kids costumes 
are now being made to make the 
child look more provocative. 
This should not be allowed. The 
costumes are supposed to make it 

so the wearer appears as something 
they are not, but the sexualization 
of costumes is no longer solely 
affecting adults and young adults, 
it is affecting young children 
who are innocently shopping 
with their parents for a costume. 

This targeted consumerism, 
and exposure of body parts is 
hardly acceptable, yet many 
go around blind to the women 
in costumes that are a little too 
showy to be classified as a genuine 
costume. This is forcing younger 
generations to condone themselves 
to showing more of their skin just 
to fit in with the crowd. This time 
is supposed to be a celebration, 
but instead the focus has shifted 
to the sexualization of women‘s 
costumes, if society were to regain 
focus on the innocent fun, the 
holiday could regain its former 
glory for a day filled with fright.
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Women’s selection of Halloween costumes force women to wear overly sexual attire.
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While boys’ costumes are endearing, young girls are sexualized early in life.

The Real Terror: The Sexualization of Costumes

True Crime Documentaries Need to be Stopped

Credit: Twitter.comCredit: Twitter.com
Evan Peter’s role as Jeffery Dahmer has evoked the  inapropriate romantacization of  real-life serial killler Jeffrey Dahmer.
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Brielle Olson ‘26
Staff Writer

In modern times, many people 
find that relationships displayed in 
the media often consist of large age 
gaps. This is especially prominent 
in the Hollywood film and music 
industry. There are many male 
actors and singers who choose to 
date women who are much younger 
than them. So much so that it makes  
society find it acceptable for older 
men to date younger women, creating 
a new social norm. However, 
this should not be accepted by 
Hollywood or society. This is an old 
practice from archaic times, forcing 
young women to be with older men. 

Obviously now it is not forced, 
but it does not change the fact that 
it is still an old outdated practice.

Due to how increasingly 
common these age gaps have 
become,  many people have no 
issue with a twenty year old 
woman with a fifty year old man. A 
prime example of this is Leonardo 
DiCaprio, an actor who is notorious 
for dating young women between 
ages eighteen and twenty five. Even 
as he has aged, the age range of the 
women he dates remains the same. 
Currently, DiCaprio is forty seven 
years old, and he broke up with his 
latest girlfriend, Camilla Morrone, a 
few months after she turned twenty 
five. For around twenty years, 
DiCaprio has been doing this to 

women who are, or 
were, in their early 
twenties. This could 
largely be seen as a 
man trying to make 
a statement of power, 
to show that he is still 
young enough to do 
things that younger 
men do in order to 
show that he is good 
enough or better than 
society, serving to 
boost DiCaprio’s ego.

 In general, 
this age difference 
in relationships puts 
more stress on young 
women to go on dates 
and put themselves 

out there at a 
younger age 
than they used 
to in earlier 
times. Also, older men dating 
younger women forces the 
woman of the relationship 
to act more mature than 
the rest of their friends and 
those included in that age 
group of people. While 
seeking maturity at a young 
age is not entirely adverse, 
it deprives young women of 
their experiences during their 
young adult years of their life. 

Similarly, on campus 
many upperclassmen choose 
to date lower classmen as a 
power move.This behavior 

seen on campus is not much 
different from what is happening 
in Hollywood. The upperclassmen 
on campus date lowerclassmen to 
make themselves feel mature, while 
still getting the closeness and the 
power out of the relationship. While 
dating someone older can create an 
unhealthy sense of maturity, it does 
not amount to the maturity gained 
purely by growing up and learning 
from the mistakes made in their 
lives. However, because of the age 
gap, it also makes staying in the 
relationship harder because one of 
the two people may lack the maturity 
to have a functioning relationship. 

What happens in the Hollywood 
industry often influences the social 
and cultural norms of the rest of 
the country, and in some cases, the 
world.  The men who date younger 
women, such as Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Johnny Depp, and Jim Carrey are 
just some of Hollywood’s famous 
actors who date women that are 
younger than themselves. The men 
of Hollywood date younger women 
as a power move to show that they 
can do it legally, even if this practice 
is not illegal being that both parties 
are consentiing to the relationship, 
it should not be accepted in larger 
society as it is an archaic act.

Hollywood Men Dating Younger Women as a Power Move

Sky Roman ‘24
Copy Editor

Historically, the depiction of sexual 
orientation within the media has not always 
represented the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trasngender, Queer plus (LGBTQ+) 
community well. Oftentimes, characters are 
based heavily on stereotypes or are written 
as side characters 
that have no impact 
on the story being 
told. However, 
as of recently, 
there have been 
confirmations on 
the sexuality of pre-
existing characters, 
taking many fans 
by surprise at 
the reveal of this 
sexuality “change.” 
People believe it 
was forced, and 
even more so that 
it could negatively 
harm children 
who consume this 
media. However, 
this representation 
is of no harm to 
children regardless 
of how they 
identify and should 
be embraced, 
considering these 
characters have 
always been written 
with the intention 
of representing 
their sexuality.

The most 
recent example of 
a character “coming out,” would be Velma 
Dinkley, an original fictional character within 
the Scooby-Doo Franchise. Most recently, on 
October 4, the animated film Trick or Treat 
Scooby-Doo! depicted Velma pining after 
character Coco Diablo, a female character. 
This took many people by surprise, and even 

angered many individuals who believed that i t 
was simply forced diversification. However, 
this anger is not justified. Previous writers 
have revealed that Velma has always 
been canonically gay, but studios did not 
want to risk displaying this on the big 
screen. There had been many attempts in 
every movie to showcase her sexuality 
openly but  continuously got shot down, 
with studios only allowing a subtle 

hint at sexuality. Co-creator of the 2010 
series Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated, 
specifically even stated that “Velma in Mystery 
Incorporated is not bi. She’s gay.” This 
exemplifies that this open depiction of Velma’s 
orientation was not just a sudden change to 

cater toward the LGBTQ+ community, but 
has always been a canon aspect of Velma. 
The most recent path toward the increase 
in inclusion of all minority groups within 
media is what allowed this “change” to occur. 

When analyzing this backlash, it is also 
apparent that it is not simply just the change in 
character that is the problem, but representation 
of identities deemed controversial that many 
take a problem with. A common narrative 

spread by people against the idea of characters 
who are openly written as a part of the 
LGBTQ+ community is that it is a form of 
“indoctrination” and would “confuse” children, 
but this is not true at all. Considering how 
dominated the film and motion picture industry 

by heterosexual couples, and yet people within 
the LGBTQ+ do not “turn” straight. A person’s 
sexuality is not determined by what they view 
in a movie, so the pushback against character’s 
with a sexuality other than straight, is illogical.

This sudden shift to confirming childhood 
character’s orientation is one that is being 
celebrated within the community. Many of 
these changes are being seen within childhood 
characters whom members of the community 

have grown 
attached to due 
to queer coding 
(meaning that 
a character’s 
sexuality is 
merely just 
subtly hinted 
at rather than 
e x p l i c i t i l y 
s t a t e d ) . 
H o w e v e r , 
with many 
of them not 
actually being 
confirmed, it 
forced many to 
feel ashamed 
of who they 
are. Now, 
the recent 
changes allow 
the younger 
generations the 
opportunity to 
be represented 
with these 
characters who 
are not forced 
to hide their 
sexuality. It 
is of upmost 
i m p o r t a n c e 
for everyone 

to have 
someone to relate to within the media. It 
normalizes differences in sexualities and 
teaches everyone within communities 
the most basic form of human decency; 
respecting others despite differences in their 
own personal sexuality, gender, and race. 
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Scooby-Doo! Comes Out: Representation of the LGBTQ+ in the Media
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George Clooney and his wife Amal Alamuddin have a large concerning seventeen year age  gap.

Leonardo DiCaprio is one of many men within Hollywood who  take advantage and prey after women. 
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The LGBTQIA+ community celebrates the film industry for its progression toward openly displaying the sexuality of characters that they were once hidden.



Daschle Davenport '24
Staff Writer

Calibre, is a daunting thriller 
movie that will leave the viewer 

tense through just about the entirety 
of the film. It follows two friends, 

Vaughn and Marcus, who decide to go on 
a weekend hunting trip in a Scotland forest. 

Although Marcus is more experienced with hunting 
and prepared for the exciting trip, Vaughn is not much of an 
experienced hunter or shooter. Despite the holdback, the two 
friends continue with their trip. For the most part, Vaughn 
and Marcus were enjoying their time together until they 
made one brutal mistake which would leave the two friends not only in shock, but in a 
much larger predicament than they could have ever imagined at the beginning of the trip. 
After being completely dumbstruck by the incident, the two men do everything they can, 
from covering their tracks to hiding any visible evidence, in order to avoid any possible 
suspicion from the locals in town. Although they spared themselves innocence for a good 
amount of time, their close interactions with some of the locals would lead others closer 
to the frightening truth, having both Vaughn and Marcus filled with fear from there on out. 

What makes this movie so interesting and worthy of viewing is the director’s ability to keep 
the plot so simple but move the events at such a fast pace, with not even the slightest bit of detail left 
out. Even from the start, the viewer gets a well thought out depiction of how the perspectives of 
both main characters differ up until the climax. I recommend this movie to anybody who enjoys 
a film that leaves them with an intense feeling from start to finish as this movie does exactly that.

Svetlana Hohol ‘25
Editor in Chief

Creep is a 2014 physiological horror film that was 
written and directed by Mark Duplass and Patrick Brice. Some 
content in the film is not suitable for younger audiences, so 
viewer discretion is advised. The plot follows a videographer 
named Aaron who stumbles upon a Craigslist advertisement 
about a man whose dying wish is to film a mini movie for 
his unborn son. Aaron takes the job and heads to a remote 
cabin in the woods where he meets the man whose name is 
Joseph. The two men then set out to begin the production 
of this film and as it continues, Joseph’s request becomes 
more peculiar and uncomfortable. We see Aaron’s suspicions 
and concerns grow the longer  he spends with Joseph and his Sociopathic tendencies.

 Moving on, the movie’s perspective as a found footage film really enhances the unnerving 
jump scares, since we see the movie through the perspective of personal footage. Creep 

intimidates the viewers in not only a frightening way, but also depicts uncomfortable 
situations and expressions that keep one’s guard up.Creep is a revolutionary 

movie in the horror world. What makes this movie even more unique is 
that this was a director’s debut for the brothers and even with their tight 

budget, they still managed to create such a distinct atmosphere within 
the movie. It is not only a movie that twists  minds, but a film that 
will impact one’sperspective of the horror genre. Creep is definitely 
a movie that is worth experiencing for every horror movie fanatic.

Sky Roman '24
Copy Editor

In the 2015 horror, mystery movie We Are Still Here, husband 
and wife Paul and Anne Schnatti move into a new house in the 
countryside of Aylesbury. This new move was a way to leave their 
past behind, after the death of their son, Bobby. However, it did 
not take long before eerie noises erupting from their cellar and 
strange occurrences began happening within the household. Their 
electrician was found with mysterious burn marks on his arm after 
he had been down in the cellar, picture frames randomly breaking, 
and shadows hiding in plain sight. Anne, still grieving the loss of her 
son, believed that the presence she felt was her dead son. However, 
she did not know that they had actually moved into a house that was 

once occupied by a family, many years ago. As the married couple encounters odd people within 
their town, such as an odd old woman passing Paul a note that told them to “get out” and strange 
sightings continuing, they seek out the help of their friends to help solve this mystery 
and end up uncovering a dark secret that is widespread throughout the town.  

The plot of the movie was interesting with its depiction of a grieving 
couple who were desperate to start a new life, only to be roped back into an 
unsettling situation. There were some chilling scenes involving the spirit 
family that haunted the house, which makes it a perfect movie to watch 
on Halloween night, if one is craving some thrilling action. If a lot of 
blood, spirits, and eerie town mysteries are what one looks for in a horror 
movie, We Are Still Here is a must-watch for all horror movie fanatics.

Milyn Francis ‘25
Newsroom Manager

Spree is an unrated, thriller horror 
film released in 2020 where the audience 
follows Kurt Kunkle trying to be an 
internet superstar through live streaming a 
killing-spree, Uber-like car ride. In 2009, Kurt 
Kunkle dreamed of being internet famous, but over 
a span of ten years, he never went viral. In 2019, he 
finally became famous but not in the good way he intended. 
Aside from making videos, Kurt drives people around with an app 
called “Spree.” However, his idea was to make a live stream to teach 
his viewers what he likes to call, “a lesson.” So, Kurt fills his car 

with cameras and is finally ready to get the fame he believes is deserved. At first, Kurt experiences 
rude passengers and uses water bottles which are part of the lesson to teach his viewers not 
to drink water in Ubers. Eventually, he comes across a famous comedian, Jesse Adams, who 
gets fed up with Kurt and leaves his car to get to her show. A sad, insane Kurt decides to learn 
comedy from Jesse Adams and blows up on social media from all of his crazy moments and 
other victims, including his famous and fake friend, Bobby. Bobby plays a significant role for 
Kurt from his viewer count to Kurt’s father, which also becomes a problem later in the movie.

This movie has the perfect amount of modern-day media and comedy that it is perfect to 
understand and somewhat relate to. It was interesting watching how insane an entertainer can get 
from trying to get famous, then becoming famous in a bad light. Kurt Kunkle is a memorable 
serial movie character a part of this genius thriller. With actor and entertainer Joe Keery on the big 
screen, it is perfect to watch on Halloween night with tons of blood and victims to add to a kill count.

Horror Movie
recommendation

From the staff
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Midnights: Breaking Spotify Records SHARP Competition
Riley Sy ‘26
Staff Writer

As the school year 
progresses, Junior Varsity (JV) 
Dance is preparing themselves to 
take the stage for the first time. 
SHARP International is a team 
of professional dancers who host 
competitions for dance and cheer, 
and the JV Dance team has the 
opportunity to compete at their 
Grace Yokley Middle School 
event on October 29. Under 
the guidance of Seniors and 
Captains Meagan Ulery, Cassidy 
Villamil, Mariana Velasco, and 
Varsity and JV Dance Head 
Coach Mrs. Alyssa Salas, the 
team has been working hard to 
ensure a quality performance.

Dance is a creative art 
form and requires contribution 
from all members. For this 
competition, the team has two 
sets of jazz and hip hop songs 
to perform to, the hip hop set 
being a favorite among the team. 
Their independence is beyond 
commendable, as most of the 
dances were choreographed and 
blocked by each captain. “It’s 
definitely different, seeing the 
behind the scenes of everything 
and planning it this way. You 
don’t really come to dance to 
do dance anymore, you kind of 
have to prepare everything and 
you know what to expect before 
learning something new, ” stated 
Ulery, when asked about her 

experience with choreographing. 
The student-led nature of the 
team helps the group create a 
stronger bond and increases the 
communication as they prepare.

Typically, JV dance only 
participates in one competition 
per year. However, Mrs. Salas 
expressed that she believed the 
team deserved to go to another 
one due to their dedication and 
talent. The team agreed that they 
have the potential to perform 
excellently, and it was shown 
both physically and verbally. 
Throughout the eight weeks they 
have been given to prepare, all 
dancers have been practicing 
endlessly, with little to no breaks 
and a drive to push forward 
towards a common goal. Villamil 
expressed, “I’m really excited 
for the team to have another 
opportunity to perform. I know 
that as JV, you can kinda get 
underlooked, so [we are trying to] 
work for more opportunities to 
perform for our dancers because 
of the talent that we do have. . .”  .

The process of preparing 
the team for the event is, no 
doubt, strenuous. Weeks of hard 
work from everyone, from the 
dancers, to the choreographers, 
to Mrs. Salas, is bound to pay off 
as they get ready to kick off their 
competitive season. With their 
combined spirits and the shared 
goal to get to the top, the JV 
dance team’s first performance 
of the year will surely leave 
a positive lasting impression.

Chloë Zuñiga ‘24
Copy Editor

Taylor Swift, the eleven-time 
Grammy award-winning music 
artist, made an attention-catching 
announcement to her substantial fan 
base, known as “Swifties,” as she took 
to social media on August 28. After two 
years of releasing re-recorded 
albums and singles from her 
first eleven years in the music 
industry, Swift invited fans to 
“Meet [her] at Midnight” on 
October 21 for the release of 
her newest album, Midnights. 
The record is a compilation of 
thirteen songs written during 
“thirteen sleepless nights” 
from various points in the 
artist’s career. Marking Swift’s 
fifth studio album release in 
the past two years, it is fitting 
for Midnights to be the album 
created from insomnia by 
the known tireless creator. 

Common album drops 
from Swift did not stop her 
fans from taking to social 
media to conspire about the 
possibilities to come. Junior 
Brooklyn Anderson shared, “I 
was so excited. . . because she’s always 
been an artist that, whenever she drops 
something new, it’s never really the 
same.” The singer is known for laying 
“easter eggs” that allude to upcoming 
projects, and the weeks leading up to the 
launch of Midnights were no exception. 
Before the release, Swift hosted a social 
media series, Midnights Mayhem with 

Me, to announce track titles from the 
upcoming album. She acknowledged 
her reputation of leaving cryptic clues 
to give information about new music 
and claimed to “not deny. . .but to 
defy that” with the aforementioned 
videos to be posted. In this series, 
she continued her habits of leaving 
vague hints, ranging from allusions to 
certain songs having music videos to 

her chosen vocabulary that included 
lyrics from the anticipated record. As 
Midnights’ drop day approached, Swift 
partnered with the streaming service, 
Spotify, to post lyrics on billboards in 
cities internationally, which caught the 
attention of fans everywhere. Finally, 
Swift provided a schedule of her post-
album release plans, which mentioned 

a “special very chaotic surprise” to be 
announced at midnight on October 21. 

After its initial drop, many were 
surprised by the album’s overall sound. 
Anderson said, “Obviously, Taylor is a 
pop artist, but I expected it to have that 
kind of gloomy feeling, especially from 
the visuals that the album had.” Midnights 
delivered the expected melancholy 
lyrics to the listeners, but dressed them 

in somewhat upbeat and 
atmospheric melodies. 
Junior Claire Wright 
explained that the album 
sounded “like 1989, Lover, 
and Reputation [Swift’s 
previous pop albums] all 
mixed together perfectly.” 
As the initial excitement 
of Midnights faded, the 
chaotic announcement 
arrived: a new version of 
the album, titled Midnights 
(3AM Edition) was to be 
released. This edition added 
seven new songs to Swift’s 
discography that revealed 
the creative process behind 
the record’s original thirteen 
tracks. Wright stated 
that she “found the 3AM 
announcement surprising, 
but also not really, because 

Taylor is always full of surprises.”     
     Midnights became the most streamed 
album in a single day in Spotify history. 
With her constant “easter eggs,” it 
is hard to predict what the artist has 
in store for her spotlighted future. 
However, audiences globally would 
agree that whatever is planned will 
reflect Swift’s love for the unexpected.

Taylor posing for one of her promotional covers for the Midnights album.
Credit: Pop CraveCredit: Pop Crave
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Halloween Masquerade Program Premieres This Fall Season

Grace McCafferty ‘23
Staff Writer

Marching band is almost halfway 
through their season. After having 
to learn how to adapt to inopportune 
circumstances, the marching band 
has been diligently working to reach 
their goals. With two out of their 
five performances left, the marching 
band is hard at work to continue to 
grow and have a successful season. 

While the season has just begun, 
the marching band has had to overcome 
many obstacles. The band had to cancel 
many practices due to the Fairview 
Fire, which created horrible air quality 
and made it too dangerous to practice 
outside. They also had to work around 
the COVID-19 disease, as well as the flu 
spreading among students on campus. 
While the band has not had an easy 
season, they were determined to push 

forward and work hard regardless of the 
major setbacks they have experienced. 
As Drum Major Senior Lindajoy Carpio 
put it, “the season has definitely not been 
easy, but I’m extremely proud of the 
band for persevering through and putting 
in an extreme amount of work and 
dedication to our show.” They explained 
how the amount of passion the band has 
for their show is the most passion they 
have seen throughout their four years 
of being involved, with even the brand 
new members putting in extreme effort to 
make up for lost time they experienced.

The marching band’s most recent 
competition was held at Vista Murrieta 
High School with a fourteen hour long 
day. While previous competitions were 
usually held in the California State 
Band Championships (CSCB) circuit, 
the band’s most recent competition was 
held in the Western Band Association 
(WBA) circuit. Having performed in the 
WBA four years prior, the seniors who 

experienced the WBA competitions their 
freshman year were eager to live them 
once more. Senior Ryan Ong, Percussion 
Captain, exclaimed that “to have the 
quintessential marching band experience 
you need to experience [these] 
competition[s].” Ong elaborated saying 
how some of their favorite moments 
from their freshman year consisted of 
watching some of the best high school 
marching bands in California prepare as 
well as perform their shows he explained 
that WBA competitions are all day 
competitions with very early call times 
and very late dismissals, giving members 
the full marching band experience. 

The long day paid off for the 
marching band, as they  placed second with 
a score of 63.725 points. The marching 
band is eager to continue forward, clean 
up their work, and add on their final 
part of the show, in hopes of producing 
one of the best shows yet and make it 
to CSCB Championships Semi Finals.

Madalynn Chavez ‘24
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

For eleven years, the Halloween 
Masquerade has been featured as the choral 
program’s first concert. This performance 
focuses on the developed skills of each 
group within the program, from challenging 
songs to skilled choreography. This year, 
the choirs displayed these skills alongside 
James L. Day Middle School to give future 
choir members a glimpse of the high school 
spotlight. The Halloween Masquerade 
showcased the program’s dedication and 
passion to perform on October 27 and 28.

As school renovations have prevented 
performances in the theater, this year’s 
Masquerade took place in the gym. The event 
consisted of performances full of dances, 
solos, and vocals from each group. Choral 
Director Mr. Rob Hodo decided on the tracks 
alone with input from student leaders. Hodo 
recalled, “everybody dove into it, some of 
it was new to people but they embraced it.” 
Platinum FX (PFX), the advanced show choir, 
performed ‘Dream a Little Dream’ by Doris 
Day, ‘Wandavision Medley,’ and ‘I Put A Spell 
On You’ from Hocus Pocus with choreography. 
Performing three songs, President of PFX 
Senior Ty Smith, noted, “PFX is prepared, 
but it’s definitely going to be a bigger show 
than we normally do for the Masquerade.” 
The all women’s show choir, Dynamics, 
performed ‘I’m In Love With A Monster’ by 
Fifth Harmony. Balancing song and dance 
during the performance, leadership member 
Sophomore Emma Sansbury voiced, “They 

work really hard. . . and I love to see. . . they 
want to succeed and they’re ready to perform.” 
The chamber choir, Camerada, took a different 
approach to the concert with an eleven minute 
‘Phantom of the Opera Medley.’ This group’s 
vocals stood out the most with no choreography 
as they showed off their hard work.

To prepare for their first concert, each 
group spent countless hours learning and 

rehearsing their sets since the beginning of the 
school year. PFX and Dynamics spent class 
time learning choreography alongside music. 
Sansbury mentioned, “whether it’s dance or 
its vocals, we usually rehearse it at least once 
a day if not more.” The various vocal aspects 
of their song include the female ranges of 
soprano and alto requiring consistent practice 
to sync each section together. Dynamic’s daily 

rehearsals ensured a flawless performance as 
these elaborate vocals were paired with stage 
choreography. To perfect their complex set, 
PFX has “prepared constantly throughout 
fifth period every day during school, we also 
have a professional choreographer who comes 
in that teaches us all the movements for our 
set,” revealed Smith. As the most advanced 
choir, there’s a lot of pressure on PFX but with 
steady rehearsals they live up to their ranking. 
Although their performance does not feature any 
choreography, Cameradas’ focus and rehearsal 
time is dedicated to perfecting challenging 
vocals. The group has “been practicing in 
class a whole lot [with] rehearsals leading 
up to our performances [and]. . . individual 
voice parts sent out so we can practice on our 
own time,” Junior Lilith Butler said. Together 
with Day Middle School, the choir will sing 
‘Masquerade’ from Phantom of the Opera. 
Members of all choirs are excited for the first 
time collaboration organized by Hodo to give 
middle schoolers an opportunity to have a high 
school choir experience. Smith emphasized, 
“I’m super excited about performing with 
the middle school choir, I think it’s a good 
way for them to see all the high school show 
choirs and see how advanced they get.”

Months of rehearsals have led up to the 
perfection of the program’s first performance 
of the year. Passion from members of PFX, 
Dynamics, Camerada and Day Middle School 
created a show with a series of themed songs 
full of Halloween spirit. This concert has 
been a memorable event for participants and 
audience to experience. Sansbury expressed, 
“It’s a great feeling to be on stage performing in 
front of people that enjoy what you’re doing.”Choir group, Platinum FX  practicing  choreography for one of their performances in their masquerade show.

Band Marches Into A Competitive Field
Lauren Padilla ‘24
Copy Editor

Harvey, written by 
American playwright Mary 
Chase, follows the story of 
a peculiar man whose best 
friend happens to be a six foot 
tall, invisible rabbit, named 
Harvey. Throughout the play, 
his family grows increasingly 
embarrassed by his behaviors, 
and as such, work to admit him 
into a sanatorium. The first 
rendition of Harvey opened 
on Broadway on November 1, 
1944, with many television show 
and movie adaptations being 
released since then; now, the 
drama department is bringing it 
to campus. This comedic period 
piece featured open auditions 
to any interested student and is 
set to premiere on November 
10 in the amphitheater.

With rehearsals beginning 
in early September and the stage 
crew recently joining, the cast 
of Harvey has worked to refine 
the show for its opening night. 
They have devoted themselves 
to embodying their characters 
and memorizing their lines, 
especially those who are newly 
cast or have been assigned larger 
roles. Not to be overlooked, stage 
crew has also prepared for their 
responsibilities, Stage Manager 
and Sophomore Robyn Schuttler 
expressed, “I personally have 
been kind of reflecting on what 
the past co directors and stage 
managers have done for the 
past shows. . . and what they 
did for us, and. . . how I can do 
that for [this] crew.” This play 
is setting a new precedent for 
the drama department as they 
conduct their first ever daylight 
performance. Drama Teacher 
Mr. Christopher Irvin details, 
“we’ve done matinees, but we’ve 
done matinees in the theater 
to where it’s [a] controlled 

environment. . . in the daylight, 
audiences are going to see the 
transitions happening, which 
I think will be an interesting 
experience for them.” Although 
Harvey does not feature many 
transitions when compared to 
previous shows, Junior Elijah 
Jackson who plays Judge Omar 
Gaffney, explained, “[there is] a 
lot less things happening, and it’s 
more based around characters 
and their interactions,” despite 
the star role essentially being 
nonexistent. It is rather implied 
that Harvey is on stage, 
distinguishing the play greatly 
from past productions facilitated 
on campus. Furthermore, an 
open casting call allowed for 
the incorporation of varying 
perspectives outside the typical 
drama department. Sophomore 
Liam Manassero, cast as Doctor 
Chumley, described, “It’s really 
nice for the people who are not 
in drama to go to auditions. . .and 
see what it is all about because 
it might be something they 
are really interested in.” This 
also helps to connect students 
all across campus and spread 
notice of these productions 
amongst the general population, 
rather than restricting it 
to those who are currently 
enrolled. Jackson expressed, 
“to all those out there, you’re 
free to join, we don’t mind!”

This year’s prouction 
certainly holds a considerable 
amount of value to all those 
involved, especially with the 
introduction of these new 
elements to the show. Featuring 
captivating characters, this 
classic tale is shaping up to be 
a significant event as costumes 
are ordered and set pieces 
are designed. Irvin invites 
all to come enjoy this show 
outdoors and wonder, “‘Does 
Harvey really exist? Does the 
invisible rabbit really exist?’”Marching Band’s front ensamble group practicing their first movement for their performance in the  Western Band Association competition.

Harvey: A Fall Play

Credit: Ty SmithCredit: Ty Smith

Credit: Jenny CarpioCredit: Jenny Carpio
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 Contreras'
Message

Prioritizing Mental Health

              MSW, LCSW, PPSC
          Temecula Valley Unified School District 
                     Licensed Clinical Social Worker

  Aura Contreras

World Mental Health Day is on October 10th of every 
year. Mental health is often seen as less important than physical 
health, when in reality it is AS important as physical health. If 
we are having mental health issues, it affects our everyday lives 
including friendships, family, school and work. Taking care of 
our mental health is easier than you think. Just how brushing your 
teeth and flossing every night prevents dental problems, doing 
simple activities in your daily life can boost your mental health. 

Moving our bodies is a big one. Some examples include playing 
sports, dancing, walking your dog, hiking, or even cleaning your room 
while listening to your favorite song. Exercise releases endorphins and 
serotonin, which are hormones that make you feel good. It also reduces 
feelings of stress and anger and helps improve your sleep (Yay!). You 
don’t have to be an athlete to exercise, just know that the best exercise 
is the one you enjoy. Remember that your mental health matters.

Growing Into New Festive Traditions This Halloween Season 
Madalynn Chavez ‘24
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Traditions change as people grow, 
especially when transitioning between 
middle school, high school, and adulthood. 
It can be challenging to decide when to 
embrace activities tailored to different age 
groups, such as determining when one is 
too young for parties or too old to trick-or-
treat. This year’s Halloween is the beginning 
of an unfamiliar shift that will become 
a unique experience for high schoolers.

A child’s first Halloween typically 
revolved around trick-or-treating, creative 
costumes, and eating too much candy. 
Holidays produced an adrenaline rush as 
anticipation leading up to the day was 
released through festivities. Going door to 
door meeting new faces that offered goodies 
created a positive relationship within 
communities and the celebration itself. Math 
Teacher Mrs. Justine Van Gaale remembered, 
“We usually had all my cousins. . . do caramel 
apples and chili cornbread and then we would 
all go trick-or-treating in the neighborhood.” 
Halloween can hold heavy sentimental value 
as a child because of the occasion shared with 
loved ones. Although most children would 
trick-or-treat with their parents, some chose to 
stay inside enjoying themed films. “It’s always 
been a tradition to watch a scary movie; me 
and my sister would watch Girl Vs. Monster,” 
Junior Jaeleen Enguancho reminisced. 
Children would cherish the holiday with their 
family however they wished, their spirits 
motivating them to make every year special.

Growing up transforms various aspects 

of life, the ways individuals celebrate holidays 
adjust to their new interests and behaviors of 
their peers. In high school, classic trick-or-
treating is uncommon as students lean towards 
intimate hangouts with friends, parties, and 
following trends. Junior Margarette Collera 
previously celebrated with “this trend. . . where 
we’d carve our pumpkins so you can put it 
on your head. . . It was nice trying something 
new.” For most situations, lack of participation 
by others influences individuals actions as 
they become older. Enguancho expressed, 
“There’s still a fun to it but it’s not like when 
you’re a child, you look forward to it. . . and 

I feel like everyone around you doesn’t dress 
up that much.” Throughout one’s life, there 
are many hardships that modernize traditions. 
Some teenagers generally lose focus for the 
holiday as workloads get heavier and life 
becomes stressful. “You just grow out of it, 
you have more stuff to do and you get busy,” 
Senior Luis Larios recognized. Regardless, the 
joy felt as a child during Halloween is not left 
behind, but the source of the feeling changes. 
Feeling excitement from candy and costumes 
can evolve into the joys felt from friends 
and time away from school as one grows.

Maturity dictates how individuals 

express themselves during the kick-off of the 
holiday season. Old traditions do not have 
to be abandoned with age; everyone can still 
trick-or-treat in methods accustomed to them. 
Change does not mean teenagers or adults let 
go of their childhood, they simply grow from 
it. The way people modify these actions to their 
matured nature changes, but the Halloween 
spirit will always remain. As Collera has 
grown, she recognizes that Halloween has 
“definitely become more mature because 
before you’d go trick-or-treating. . . but now 
. . .I feel like I can do more with my friends 
by myself instead of just with my parents.”

Affordable Alternatives for Halloween
Riley Sy ‘26
Staff Writer

As the Halloween season 
approaches, countless stores are 
stocking up on costumes, supplies, 
decorations, and more. Unfortunately, 
there are a few roadblocks when 
it comes to dressing up. Products 
run out fast, prices increase by the 
day, and sometimes, the costumes 
simply do not fit the wearer’s desired 
look. Students can combat all of 
these problems through crafting a 
costume of their own, allowing for a 
personalized look at a cheaper cost.

Do-It-Yourself (DIY) projects 
are not new, and this style of craft is 
well known for being a cost-efficient 
alternative to buying premade items. 
Furthermore, it provides flexibility 
around the creator’s ideas and exhibits 
how they express their creativity. 
Integrating DIY into Halloween 
costumes is not a wild concept, either. 
Various arts and crafts stores provide 
all the materials necessary to design 
an outfit, including cardboard, paper, 
plastic, foam, metal components, and 

other basic mediums that can build up 
the costume. For example, metal wires 
can be bent and used to create jewelry 
pieces, accessories such as corsets, or 
smaller decorations like buttons and 
rings. Paper mache, which is a common 
composite material that involves mixing 
scraps of paper and an adhesive to 
create a paste, can also be used to bond 
other pieces together and create a clean 
and strong exterior. There are an endless 
number of inexpensive possibilities that 
can be used for a variety of designs.

Another option is buying clothes 
from the thrift store. Thrifting is 
both affordable and environmentally 
positive. Students can use their finds 
to create an outfit for their costume. 
Alternatively, pieces can be cut off and 
connected to one another or arranged 
to create a different design. This is an 
easier option in comparison to buying 
specific pieces for specific characters 
or costumes, which tend to be pricier. 
Additionally, purchasing items from 
various online sites such as Amazon, 
eBay, Etsy, or AliExpress, runs the 
risk of receiving low-quality products, 
as opposed to the quality they were 
advertised as. Students being able to 

get the materials themselves eliminates 
the possibility of this issue, making 
the costume entirely personalized.

Creating costumes outside of 
Halloween is also popular. Cosplay, 
originally known as costuming or 
costume play, originated from the 
1980s, around when comic books were 
the one of the most relevant media 
forms. Since the 2000s, people around 
the world began cosplaying characters 
from TV shows, movies, and books. 
This art form is especially popular now, 
mainly for their explicit detail while 
still using cheap products. Students 
who cosplayed for Halloween had 
various ways in which they built their 
costumes. Freshman Andrew Chhea, 
who plans on cosplaying as Denji from 
the anime Chainsaw Man, shared his 
plan. “To make my costume, I’m first 
[going to] look at reference pictures 
of the character to get vital info about 
[how] things look from different 
angles. The second part includes 
getting clothes I need for the costume 
. . .[To create] the 3D pieces, I need [to 
sketch it out] on pieces of foam and 
combine them together to create parts 
for the costume,” he says. His character 

Junior Margarette Collera and her cousins hanging out in her neighborhood while enjoying the pumpkin festive head halloween trend that rose in popularity last year. 

is known for his helmet, hence 
the need for the foam pieces. 
The amount of creativity 
and detail put into cosplay 
is a big factor towards its 
popularity, making it a great 
option for a costume this year.

Halloween is the perfect 
time for students to express their 
creativity and interests. Being 

able to add their own personality 
to their costumes through DIY 
crafting opens up a multitude of 
unique and iconic possibilities 
at a low price. Students who are 
struggling to find a Halloween 
costume this year should look into 
creating their own, as it will add 
excitement to their ensemble and 
create memorable experiences.Junior Tyler  Mapanao in his DIY costume.

Sophomore Sterling Grey wears a do-it-yourself (DIY) Wheres Waldo Halloween costume. 
Credit: Carly GreyCredit: Carly Grey

Credit: Margarette ColleraCredit: Margarette Collera

Credit: Tyler  MapanaoCredit: Tyler  Mapanao
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Rochon and Ovalle: Top XC Stars
Jackson Gamero ‘24
Staff Writer Sports Briefs

Led by Head Coach Mr. Martin Dinsenbacher, 
both the Boys and Girls Cross Country teams 
have had good starts to their season: at the 
Temecula Twilight Invitational, held at Galway 
Downs, a Boys team finish of tenth place and a 
Girls team finish of fifth place were achieved. In 
a sport that requires high endurance and speed, 
as well as determination and perseverance, it 
can pose a challenge for one to find students 
who excel at running cross country. However, 
Sophomores Nick Ovalle and Julien Rochon 
are exceptions, as both stand out as a part of 
the Varsity Boys Cross Country (XC) team. 

Ovalle has been running competitively for 
a total of two years now, with this being his first 
year on the Varsity XC team. Ovalle first started 
running due to his drive for success, as well as to 

become more like his idol, Leo Young, one of the 
top high school runners in the U.S. He continues to 
be inspired by Young, along with Young’s brothers 
Lex and Nico, saying that they motivate him to 
push himself. Ovalle spent most of his first year 
on the XC team trying to set and break records, 
but his focus this year is to improve further, 
with the overall goal of “[becoming] one of the 
best in the [Southwestern] league. . . .” As he 
continues to practice this season, Ovalle will try 
to increase his endurance and overall mindset, so 
that he can achieve a three-mile race time of under 
seventeen minutes (which he was able to reach at 
the Temecula Twilight Invitational with a time of 
16:21.2), compete in the California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) finals, and beat Rochon, who he 
described as his “cross country rival” in his races. 

Rochon has also been running 
competitively since his freshman 
year, joining the team after a 
friend mentioned XC to him. He 
originally planned to use the sport 
as training for soccer, but never 
ended up playing and rather stuck 
with XC. Rochon’s first Varsity 
experience was when he ran at the 
Southwestern League Finals last 
season. He joined the team at the 
this year and has already achieved 
a time of 17:05 in the first race of 
the season and has since improved 
to 16:21.4, doing so in the same 
race as Ovalle as they kept pace 
with each other, acting as rivals to 
the end. In his overall time with the 
XC team, Rochon’s inspiration has 
been Ovalle. “I can’t let him beat 
me in a race, as long as we’re on 
the same team,” he explained. Over 
the course of the season, Rochon 
hopes to be able to improve his 
sprints, make it to the CIF meets..

As both Ovalle and Rochon 
continue to improve this season and 
in the future, they both hope to take 
their running careers to the collegiate 
level. Both athletes have plans to 
attend universites with top running 
programs in hopes to achieve both 
their athletic, and academic goals. 

4 the Spotlight: Garcia and Volleyball Team Pull Off Outstanding Wins
Jairus Ramos ‘23
Staff Writer

Being a calm, calculated player on the 
court, Junior Sara Garcia always enters games 
with passion and keeps her eyes on the prize, 
shining during the Varsity Girls Volleyball 
season, which ended 23-5 collectively on 
October 21. Garcia began playing volleyball 
around first grade and joined her first official 
team in third grade. Garcia’s older sister also 

started playing volleyball at a young age, 
and Garcia credited her sister’s dedication 
to the sport as one of the biggest reasons 
why she is the strong player she is today.

She has become a more notable player and 
fan-favorite on the Varsity Girls Volleyball team 
over time, choosing to specialize in the many 
methods of counterattacks, vital strategies to 

regain possession of the ball within a 
play in the game. Before each match, 
Garcia takes time for herself to wind 
down after her strenuous school 
day to adjust her tone for the games 
ahead. She considers herself very 
competitive on the court, yet also a 
very laid-back team member while 
playing. Garcia does not, however, 
allow spectators or anything else 
in her surroundings to become a 
distraction during her time on the 
court. “I’m literally in my volleyball 
zone,” she commented. Her overall 
mental discipline is one of the biggest 
weapons that she possesses—she 
is a careful thinker and player. 
Garcia’s high level of focus during 
matches allows her to read her 
opponents’ next move and where 
they will place the ball on the court; 
she then plans her counterattacks 
accordingly in order to keep the 
ball off the ground and prevent the 
opposing side from gaining points.

Working through different 
fundamentals and strong bonds 

between Garcia and her teammates was a 
huge contributor to the team’s motivation and 
improved record this season. She emphasized 
the importance of building strong team 
chemistry and relationships with all the players 
and coaching staff to achieve the desired 
results. “It pays off, I promise,” Garcia advised. 
Garcia expressed her excitement to competing 
in the California Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF) playoffs this year. Alas, the team lost to 

San Juan Hills High School in their opening 
round of the playoffs, and their hard-fought 
season came to an unfortunate close. After high 
school, Garcia has plans to attend a university 
and play volleyball at a collegiate level. As of 
now, she has not received any college offers, 
but has started the process of recruiting. Now 
that the fall season has concluded, Garcia 
will continue playing with her club and is 
looking forward to a better season next year. 

Information gathered by
Dallin Grey ‘24
Sports Editor

Girls Golf
For the first time since 2010, Varsity Girls Golf had two athletes, Junior 
Jaclyn Jacques and Senior Krissy Dinsenbacher, qualify for the CIF-SS 
Individual Regionals match on October 25. The top thirty-six competitors 
from the match will compete in the CIF-SS Individual Finals on November 3.

Cross Country
The Varsity Boys and Girls Cross Country teams competed in the famous 
Mt. SAC Invitational on October 22. Senior Morgan Smith, Sophomore 
Nick Ovalle, and Juniors Avery Gonzales and Joshua Agostini all 
medalled, placing in the top fifteen in their races. The teams will compete 
in the Southwestern League Finals on November 2 at Galway Downs.
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Sophmores Ovalle and Rochon are dedicated to their futures.

Garcia spikes the ball back to the opposing team with great focus in order to bring Pumas to victory. 

Junior Sara Garcia’s fan favorite presense motivates the stands.
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Girls Volleyball
The Varsity Girls Volleyball team ended the season with an impressive 
23-5 record. The Pumas ended fourth in the Southwestern League

Field Hockey
Some players of the Varsity Field Hockey team earned the award of CIF 
All-Star for the Southwestern league. The selected CIF All-Stars will be 
playing in an All-Star game on November 12 at Great Oak High School.

Junior Jaclyn Jacques finishes strong in CIF-SS Individual Regionals.



Jackson Gamero ‘24
Staff Writer

As the school year continues to progress, the Varsity 
Football team continues further into their season. Despite 
a rough start in the preseason, the team has found their 
footing and reaped success all throughout league play. 

This season, the football program competed in a new 
league, the Big West - Upper League (BWUL). The former 
Southwestern League (SWL) combined with the former Big 
VIII league to create the BWUL. In order to split the teams as 
fairly as possible, the top three finishers in the SWL, which 
included Chaparral, combined with the top finishers in the Big 
VIII to form the new BWUL. This means that the school had 
new league opponents, such as Centennial High School (CHS), 
Norco High School (NHS), and Roosevelt High School (RHS). 

However, old opponents such as Murrieta Valley 
High School (MVHS) and Vista Murrieta High 
School (VMHS) remained. Despite the tougher 
schedule, the team held a 2-1 league record, with 
wins against VMHS, who they had not beaten 
since 2009, and MVHS, respectively. They also 
beat NHS with a score of 48-28, Chaparral. After 
playing CHS earlier in their league schedule, the 
team finished off their regular season against RHS.

Although the team did not perform well in 
the preseason, those experiences helped them 
achieve their current ranking of third place in the 
BWUL. According to Varsity Head Coach Mr. 
Andrew Ramer, the struggles in the preseason 
“allowed [the team] to self reflect and fix the 
things we were messing up as a program.” 
However, the drastic improvement did not come 
only with self reflection, but also with hard work. 
In practices, the team has been playing as if it is 
a real game to best prepare themselves for game 
days. In addition to after-school practices, players 
also demonstrated their commitment to the team 
by attending weight-lifting sessions and lunch 
meetings where film is reviewed. All of this is 
done with the goal of getting the team properly 
prepared for whatever opponent awaits them. “Our 
team[‘s] recent [success] has been a reflection 
of every hard-working day at practice and our 
lifts in the mornings,” Senior Caron Tyler said. 

A good mentality, such as the one the team 
has had, is key to success. According to Coach 
Ramer, the team has used different motivational 
quotes each week to stay motivated and inspired. 
For Tyler specifically, he goes into games with a 
“ready to work” mentality,“willing to do anything 
for the team that will help us end up victorious.” 
Lately, Coach Ramer has emphasized the same 
type of selflessness to the whole team. “Each 
week there are different players that step up and 
make big plays for us. It has been a team effort in 
recent weeks,” Coach Ramer explained. Over the course of 
the season, the team has also built a strong team chemistry. 
For those that have been in the program for multiple years, 
experiences such as the season shortened by COVID-19, as well 
as the other games that have been played in past seasons, have 
helped the team to attain the team chemistry that they have now. 

The team goes into the regular season having guaranteed a 
spot in the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) playoffs. 

That is only one small step in the right direction when compared 
to their overall goals, the CIF title game for their division, and 
emerging victorious. In order to accomplish this goal, however, the 
team will need to continue working hard. Coach Ramer explained 
that in order to make it far in the playoffs, “We have to take [it] one 
game at a time. Each week is intense and means something. If we 
want to make a deep playoff run we need to execute and focus on 
every aspect.” The team will continue to show the dedication and 
hard work that is needed to accomplish such prestigious goals. 
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Monumental Changes to Varsity Football Makes Sports History

Athlete Spotlights
Photos and Spotlights by

Jairus Ramos ‘23
Staff Writer

Marlena Montaño ‘24
Girls Tennis

Taking on the court 
with endless effort drives the 
motivation of Junior Marlena 
Montaño and her love for 
tennis. Inspired by her father, 
who also played tennis in high 
school, Montaño instantly 
got into the sport at a young 
age, and after watching 
a number of professional 
players, she decided to join 
the Varsity Girls Tennis team. 
Montaño has looked up to her 
teammates since day one, and 

enjoys spending time with 
them during their practice 
sessions. Montaño credited 
their encouragement as one 
of the key factors of making 
her the player she is today. 
“We always look after one 
another,” she commented, 
“we’re excited for what this 
new season has to offer.” The 
league season recently kicked 
off for the Varsity Girls 
Tennis team; Montaño plans 
to take every match one step 
at a time and help the squad 
qualify for the California 
Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF) playoffs. “We stay 
positive and optimistic,” she 
remarked, “the mentality is 
to just focus on one point at a 
time.” During the offseason, 
Montaño stays active by 
regularly taking part in her 
own practice sessions to 
continue improving essential 
fundamentals to her game, 
such as timing and agility. 

Will Adams ‘24
Cross Country

Junior William “Will” 
Adams has been on the Cross 
Country (XC) team since 
freshman year. Initially, Adams 
did track and field, specializing 
in short distance running, until 
his coach advised him to try 
longer distances, expressing 
that Adams would be a perfect 
fit for the XC team. Since 
then, Adams has continued to 
strive in his efforts to become 
a better athlete and succeed 
academically. Passion for 

the sport runs in his family, 
as his mother competed in 
the California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) on a track and 
field team, moving on to run 
XC in her high school. Adams’ 
exceptional motivation is 
fueled by his love for running; 
he is independent and does 
not worry about anything else. 
“I just stick with the flow, the 
harder I push, the faster I can 
get and compete better,” he 
commented. Although XC is 
considered individualistic, 
Adams expressed his gratitude 
for his bond with his teammates 
and the time that he has spent 
with them. “We always cheer 
for each other,” Adams said. 
“It’s nice to have all of them 
[teammates] alongside me.” 
As of now, Adams is focused 
on the current season, hoping 
to qualify for CIF. In the near 
future, he plans to compete on a 
collegiate level at the California 
State University of San Marcos.

Holly Handler ‘24
Field Hockey

Since freshman year, 
Junior Holly Handler has taken 
on competitions with both the 
Varsity Girls Field Hockey and 
Varsity Girls Lacrosse teams. 
Initially, Handler only played 
lacrosse competitively, and 
was hesitant to try field hockey, 
thinking that she would be 
better off playing one sport. 
Until her sister encouraged her 
to join. From that day forward, 
Handler kept practicing and 
was eventually appointed as 

one of the field hockey team 
captains in her sophomore 
year. The Varsity Girls Field 
Hockey team may have gone 
through some hardships during 
the 2021-2022 season, but 
that did not stop Handler’s 
efforts in leading them to end 
the season on a high note. 
“We are a team that puts in a 
lot of effort,” Handler stated, 
“We have developed a lot 
[since 2021].” Outside of the 
school teams, Handler has 
participated in an Olympic 
development program for 
field hockey since seventh 
grade, practicing with other 
athletes to continuously build 
skills that are vital to her game  
development. “I am blessed to 
be in such a great program; the 
moment I joined [the program] 
is my favorite memory in field 
hockey,” Handler remarked. 
Looking into her future, 
Handler is aiming to play both 
sports at a collegiate level.

Senior Devyne “Brusier” Pearson rushes past his opponents.

With the changes made to football, the team is ready to face big new schools.
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Spooktacular StudentsSpooktacular Students

Trey Lily ‘24 (2009) 

Clarisa Moya ‘26 (2017)

Angel Parra ‘23 (2007)

Kasia Garay ‘25 (2010)

Mackenzie Pritchard ‘25  and 
Sydnie Pritchard ‘24 (2012) 

Ezra Johnson ‘24 (2006)

Kansas Brabec ‘26 with sister Karolina 
Brabec (2014)

Andrew Benitez ‘24 Ayle Bowman ‘24 Jacob 
Benitez ‘24 (2014)

Jayden Gamero ‘26 (2013)
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