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Every
year,
one
teacher is chosen for the
title of “Teacher of the
Year” for their dedication
to the classroom, passion
for teaching, and overall
demonstration of Puma
P.R.I.D.E.; passion, respect,
integrity, determination, and
excellence. For the 20212022 school year, that teacher
is none other than Expository
Reading
and
Writing
Curriculum
(ERWC),
and English 12 teacher
Dr. July Hill-Wilkinson.
Hill-Wilkinson started
her Puma journey in 2005 as
a Career Technical Education
(CTE) teacher for Riverside
County before becoming a
part-time English teacher
and eventually teaching
English entirely. She has
since been an English 10,
11, and 12 teacher, Speech
and Debate teacher, assistant
Associated Student Body
(ASB) director, California
State University San Marcos
(CSUSM) teacher, Team
Blue Co-Captain in the staff
competitions, and advisor for
Peer Leaders, National Honor
Society (NHS), Girl Talk, and
the new fentanyl awareness
club Down The Hall. Her
love for her students and
the school is shown through
her dedication to making the
school the best it can be. She

is also a founding member
of Temecula International
Academy, an ongoing
charter school that opened
in March of 2017. She
not only wanted to teach
in the classroom but
share her passion in a
way that would leave
a mark on others. Her
passion for teaching
and dedication to
the classroom and
her students are
shown
daily
as she helps
inspire
her
students as
much
as
possible.
Her love for
teaching and
working with
her students
is
evident
in each and
every
lesson.
She
stated,
“Watching
kids
actually learn stuff
and get excited,
when the lightbulb
goes off and they
get excited about
that, I love those
moments. . .it inspires
me as a teacher.”
English
9
and
10 teacher and ASB
Assistant
Activities
Director Mrs. Jacquelyn
Schmidt commented on
Hill-Wilkinson’s
passion
for teaching. She stated,
“She whole-heartedly has

students’ best
interests in
mind and
wants
to see
young
people
succeed
a n d

achieve their goals.” HillWilkinson’s dedication to
making sure her students are
not only learning but enjoy
doing it is shown daily. She
further talked about HillWilkinson’s Puma spirit in
and out of the classroom;
“Dr. Hill-Wilkinson is Puma
P.R.I.D.E. She is a staunch
advocate for equipping young
people with the tools and
skills they need to find
their voice and their
place in the world.”
Schmidt shared that
Hill-Wilkinson is
committed to her
students and to make
sure they succeed.

Senior Vaughn Wilmer,
a
passionate
member
of Down The Hall and
previously a student in
Hill-Wilkinson’s
Speech
and Debate class, stated,
“she is not only amazing at
teaching what she has taught
previously, but she can adapt
to new circumstances. She
will never give up on a lesson,
or more importantly a student
if things do not go according
to plan.” Wilmer continued
to state how Hill-Wilkinson
will forever be remembered
for her dedication and
commitment to her students
and the classroom. Her
passionate teaching affects
how her students view her
as a teacher. He
commented, “Dr.
Hill[-Wilkinson]
is an idol for
students
and
teachers alike and
will continue to
be looked up to
for as long as she
uses her voice.”
Hill-Wilkinson
is an inspiring teacher
who will go on to install
greatness in and out of the
classroom. She strives
to make sure students
are not only learning
but enjoy themselves
while doing it. She
continues to sustain an
important role and will
always be recognized
Credit: Reagan Delahunty
for
her
passion
Dr. Hill-Wilkinson was selected for her commitent to teaching and the school. and
dedication.

Newly-Elected ASB President and Vice President
Catie Mitchell ‘22
Staff Writer
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As the school year
is coming to an end,
the election for the
2022-2023 Associated
Student Body (ASB)
positions
recently
took place. Students
across campus had the
opportunity to vote
and elect who they

want to be the leaders
of ASB for next year.
In the month of March
the new ASB President
and Vice President for
the following school
year were announced.
Students
selected
Junior Summer Rashidi
for their president and
Junior Avery Page for
their vice president.
Both
Rashidi
and Page decided to
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Page (left) and Rashidi (right) display their Puma PRIDE.

campaign
together
because they are great
friends and felt they had
what it takes to make the
campus a better place
for students. “I decided
to run because I love
ASB and being in it,
and holding a position
helps me grow and learn
leadership skills,” Page
added. Page has held a
position in ASB from
middle school up to her
current junior year in
high school. She said
she loves being a part
of ASB because of how
fun it is to be involved
with the campus and
the student body. Both
girls wanted to put their
skills into something
they can create in order
to make a difference
for themselves and
for others on campus.
Being the leaders on
campus requires a large
amount of confidence,
responsibility,
and
efficiency, all of which
both of these girls
endure. “My plans for
next year are to bring
the Pumas together

and create a family
dynamic,” Rashidi said,
“embrace each other’s
differences
whether
it be culture or, like,
struggles and have
everyone
understand
one another.” She is
very excited to have
the chance to make
her ideas come to life
with the help of Page.
They have many
plans for how they want
the 2022-2023 school
year to go, beginning
with
some
small
renovations on campus.
One of the biggest
goals for the girls next
year is to listen to the
students to get an idea
of what it is they want
and make changes to
please the majority of
the student body. They
feel very grateful to be
given the opportunity
to run the school and
activities for the next
school year. “I’m very
blessed to be in the
council,” Rashidi said.
As this school year
is coming to an end, the
excitement and thrill

Credit: Avery Page

Page (left) and Rashidi (right) plan to boost school spirit.

is quickly building up
for Rashidi and Page.
Their
commitment
and enthusiasm to
the school will come
together and help them
solidify their plans in
order for things to run
smoothly in the fall.
As president, Rashidi
hopes to make a big
difference on campus to
allow students to have

an even better, more
positive
experience
than previous years,
with the help of Page,
the vice president. The
girls are extremely
grateful to be in the
position to help make a
change and cannot wait
for their time to come.
They look forward
to the future and the
possibilities it holds.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Principal Tina Miller
Pumas,
We are coming to the end of our 2021-2022 school
year. I can’t believe that an entire school year has gone
by. We have navigated through a lot of changes the past
few years. Regardless of all the changes, Pumas have
stayed strong and supported one another.
It has been exciting to see students this year engaging
in extracurricular activities such as athletic events, visual
art performances, school events, and award ceremonies.
Seniors enjoyed an amazing prom this past weekend and
now look forward to grad bash and graduation ceremony.
The class of 2022 is an amazing group, and we can’t wait
to see what they accomplish in the future.
We still have a few weeks left, so keep going strong
and continue showing Puma PRIDE. Please continue to
be there for each other.
Go Pumas!

Past Winners of Teacher and
Classified Employee
of the Year

Beasley’s Passion Recognized by Staff
Nerissa Moore ‘23
Sports Editor
With the end of the
school year approaching,
yearly traditions are coming
up once again. Following
the end of spring break,
students cram for their
advanced placement (AP)
testing, sports come to a
close, and staff nominate
the
annual
“Classified
Employee of the Year.”
Making an undeniable
impact on campus, in the
coziest corner of Chaparral,
librarian Mrs. Kristina
Beasley was nominated as
the 2021-22 school year
recipient for her constant
representation of P.R.I.D.E.
Becoming a Puma
in the midst of “the world
[turning] upside down,”
Beasley began working
at the school in February
of 2020. Before working
at
Chaparral,
Beasley
spent time as a librarian at
Bella Vista Middle School
(BVMS), and while the age
of middle school students
and high school students is
one very different, her time
at BVMS taught her a lot
about kids. Beasley shared,
“Middle school is tough
for the students, as well as

Credit: Kristina Beasley

Beasley finds inspiration in family and brings this passion to school where she treats students like family.

those that work with them.
I would never take back my
years working at the middle
school level as it taught me
so much about students’
struggles and triumphs.”
With her constant push in
the library, Beasley finds
her motivation in what she
grew up lacking. “Growing
up I never had a librarian
who welcomed kids in the
library; rather, it was a place
to be told what you were
doing wrong. I do not want

Teacher of
the Year:
Kristan Morales
(2020-2021)
Chris Irvin
(2019-2020)
Jake Paino
(2018-2019)
Chris Morel
(2017-2018)
Ryan Leonhardi
(2016-2017)
Candi
Canizales
(2015-2016)
Chris Klair
(2014-2015)
Jackie Schmidt
(2013-2014)

July
Hill-Wilkinson
(2012-2013)
Tim Searl
(2011-2012)
Nicole Dayus
(2010-2011)
Dianne Cox
(2009-2010)
Mary Venitelli
(2008-2009)
Jeff Kingsberg
(2007-2008)
Juan Santos
(2006-2007)
Anne McNulty
(2005-2006)

Sue Braun
(2004-2005)
Lowena
Manzano
(2003-2004)
Joe Balleweg
(2002-2003)
Monica Iannessa
(2001-2002)
Matt Craven
(2000-2001)
Diane Vaez
(1999-2000)
Jon Hansen
(1998-1999)
Kim Polis
(1997-1998)

Classified Employee
of the Year:
Christina Gandy
(2020-2021)
Edith Garay
(2019-2020)
Anthony Carson
(2018-2019)
Christina Gandy
(2017-2018)
Susan Gonzales
(2016-2017)
Tina Olsen
(2015-2016)
Don Bowen
(2014-2015)
Lisa Solorzano
(2013-2014)
Sonja Hartman
(2013-2014)

Kimberly
Daffern
(2012-2013)
Phonn Em
(2011-2012)
Susan Gonzales
(2010-2011)
Terry Knode
(2009-2010)
Shelley Jackson
(2008-2009)
Maureen Weeks
(2007-2008)
Kimberly
Daffern
(2006-2007)
Rosie Castaneda
(2005-2006)

Claressa
Moorman
(2004-2005)
Sharon Hawley
(2003-2004)
Antonio Zepeda
(2002-2003)
Tommie
Gibson
(2001-2002)
Janet Neeper
(2000-2001)
Cory Johnson
(1999-2000)
Cathy Jones
(1998-1999)
Sue Mai
(1997-1998)

Credit: Nerissa Moore

Beasley’s outgoing personality makes the library an energetic spot.

to be that type of librarian
to my students,” Beasley
commented. Along with
her reflections, Beasley also
finds her drive in what she
describes as “good people
. . .people with challenges
and a will to overcome them.”
Beasley’s efforts are
greatly appreciated across
campus. Being nominated
for the award by other
staff members, Counseling
Secretary Mrs. Christina
Gandy shared, “[Beasley]
was undoubtedly nominated
because of her obvious
passion for students and
creating a comfortable,
welcoming environment for
them.” When discovering
her nomination, Beasley
stated, “My first reaction
was shock as there are many
deserving people on our
campus. . .Being nominated
has humbled me and makes
me want to work harder
for my students.” With
staff members like Gandy
believing that Beasley’s
major
accomplishments
comes from her drive,
Beasley’s
efforts
have
always shined through,
even from the beginning.
“My first impression [of
Beasley] was that she was
going to be a good fit for
Chap[arral]. . .Even through

one of the roughest years
in Chap[arral]’s history,
she maintained her positive
attitude and always strived
to maintain the atmosphere
that she and her team have
created,” Gandy mentioned.
To Beasley, her efforts
are made solely for her
students, as she intends to
make a lasting difference,
she believes her biggest
impact is being there for
her students. “I have had
many students. . .[confide]
in me and I think it makes
a difference when they have
a trusted adult or two, three,
or fifteen, on campus that
they can reach out to when
needed,” Beasley stated.
Outside of the books,
Beasley is more than a
typical high school librarian.
In fact, Gandy describes her
as “insane.” Along with
being a librarian, Beasley
is a mother, wife, a fulltime student, and currently
interning in social work in
a hospice. As she finds her
own comfort in animals
and
their
therapeutic
benefits, Beasley’s future
goals for the library are for
more beauty to be found
within, therapy dogs to
be on campus, and more
students who want to make
the library “their” place.

Graduation Expectations for Class of ‘22
Alexa Neal ‘22
Editor-in-Chief
With the days left in the school
year quickly dwindling, seniors are
anxiously awaiting the moment when
they get to walk across the graduation
stage. The graduation ceremony will
take place on Thursday, June 2 on the
football field and will begin at 7PM, with
seniors expected to arrive at 5:30PM.
Graduation
practice
on
Wednesday, June 1 at 4PM is a
mandatory event that all seniors
who wish to walk at graduation must
attend. At this time, students will walk
through the process of graduation.
Additionally, graduation tickets will be
given to seniors at practice. However,
no replacement tickets will be granted
if students lose theirs, so it is essential
that seniors do not misplace their
tickets. Any extra tickets that were

purchased or won through a raffle
throughout the year will be included.
On the day of the ceremony,
seniors are not to arrive already
wearing their cap and gowns. This
will allow administration to search
for any phones or prohibited items,
after which seniors can put on their
cap and gown. For students unsure of
what to wear underneath, Assistant
Principal Mrs. Ingrid Taylor described
the dress code as being “your
Sunday’s best.” While there is no set
requirement for clothing, seniors and
family members are not allowed to
wear spiked heels down on the field,
however, wedges are permitted. When
deciding on an outfit, students should
also keep in mind the weather on the
day of graduation. Taylor explained,
“Normally a lot of the girls will wear
cute little graduation dresses and boys
will wear a collared top. . .the problem
is you can’t really predict weather. .

.there’s years where it’s been freezing
out there and there’s years where it’s
been boiling hot and we need water.”
Throughout
the
ceremony,
there will be multiple speakers and
performances interspersed throughout.
The seniors who will be giving
speeches are Mary Handler, Luke
Vinson, Megan Signorelli, Kaitlyn
Sequeira, and Jamee Ganal. The
seniors who will be sharing their
talents are Xinzhe Jiang performing on
the piano, Amanda Sandoval singing
“Fight Song” by Rachel Platten, and
band members Juan-Angel Lopez, Jake
Manla, Jeremy Cantero, and Andre
Kudera closing out the ceremony during
the fireworks. Additionally, choir
will be singing the national anthem.
As graduation is a celebration
of thirteen years of hard work
and education for seniors, Taylor
encourages
those
graduating
to “enjoy it, enjoy your night.”
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New Summer Renovations Baron Leaves Lasting Impression
Madelyn Swearingen ‘25
Staff Writer
Over the course of this summer
there are many renovations scheduled
to be completed before the start of
the 22-23 school year. There will be
modernizations for both the exterior and
interior of the school. Approximately
every twenty years, each site in the school
district will be evaluated for renovations
that need to be completed, either for
safety codes or for the site needs.
The renovations set to happen
are split because not everything can
be completed over the duration of one
summer. For this summer, fire alarms and
fire sprinklers are to be installed in some
buildings, the pool is to be reconstructed,
the gym and weight room floors are
scheduled for remodeling, and Electrical
Vehicle (EV) charging stations will be
added to the school parking lot. Along
with these renovations there will be
restroom and kitchen upgrades, a new gym
foyer, the remodeling of the performing
arts center, flooring replacement, and
redoing part of the parking lot. “Our
whole school will be painted on the
outside. It’s going to be. . .kind of like,
a light gray, dark gray, kind of color
[because] we’re platinum,” Principal
Mrs. Tina Miller said. For the summer
of 2024 the parking lot will be finalized,
piping under the field, wrapping of the
school logo at the front, window wraps,
interior paint, and finishing the floors in
all the classrooms. Over the duration of
redoing the parking lot, the school will

not be accessible. “That whole parking
lot will be shut down,” Miller stated.
For some sites, they do modernizations
before the twenty years is up, such as the
Welcome Center that was put in a few
years ago, unique to the school’s site,
with other sites having an open entrance.
Surveys were sent out by Miller
to teachers to see what they want on
campus. Those opinions are brought into
the meeting with the school district and
are considered when making the final
decisions. “Some of it is just renovations
in general, like, you know we want to
modernize our campus in the way it looks
and then we also sometimes are looking
at, like, learning spaces as well and how
do we expand on that,” Miller explained.
There was talk about inputting a
new building, or adding a second story to
a building. However, some things are not
possible due to construction regulations,
space, or funding. Some things that were
wanted were a larger gym, a new gym,
another or bigger PAC space, changing
an athletic area, upgrading the stadium,
redoing the labs, collaborative space
for students, and shade structures. “I
think people would love to just see,
you know, as many new structures as
possible, the difficulty is. . .it is difficult
to do some things when we have students
on campus so we have to do things in,
like, the summer,” Miller expressed.
Between what staff want to see and
what needs to be done, funding and the
time allotted are the deciding factors.
There are many plans scheduled to
be completed this summer that can be
looked forward to when students return.

NEWS BRIEFS

Svetlana Hohol ‘25
School News Editor
With the year ending,
students will say goodbye to
one of the most impactful role
models on campus. Activities
Director Mrs. Kristy Baron has
been with the school for sixteen
years, serving her last five years
as the Activities Director, and
has collected many memories
to take with her to the next
chapter of her life. Starting
next school year, Baron will
be transferring to Great Oak
High School (GOHS) to teach
U.S. history and world history.
Baron has a long history
with the surrounding area,
having been raised in Temecula
since the age of five and having
graduated from Temecula Valley
High School. For college, she
went on to study in numerous
places across the world, such as
London and Germany, but finally
would receive her bachelor’s
degree in history at the University
of Illinois, Chicago, and her
master’s degree in education
administration at Concordia
University
Irvine.
After
everything she has experienced,
she decided to settle back into her
childhood town and live with her
husband Mr. David Baron and
son Michael Baron. Baron said,
“I did not think I would be back

Emerald Puma Winner

Football Offers

The following football players have received offers from
colleges in recent weeks:
Junior Izaiah Souriolle (Utah State, Fresno State, Nevada,
New Mexico State, Columbia, Army, Air Force, Princeton,
Lehigh)
Cedric Jefferson (New Mexico State, Black Hills State, Adams
State)
Sophomore Blake Lowe (BYU)
Freshman Jacob Alvarez (San Jose State, Michigan State,
Ole Miss)
Freshman Dash Beierly (University of Pittsburgh, BYU)
Junior Raymond Valencia (Adams State)

and after I did all these things
. . .I came back home, things
are always meant to be, they
are always meant to work out
the way they work out.” While
Baron reconnected with her
origins, she then started to
make her mark at Chaparral,
not only making an impact on
students but co-workers as well.
English teacher and Activities
Assistant Director Mrs. Jackie
Schmidt said, “Kristy leads by
example and is committed to
inspiring staff and students to
always show their Puma PRIDE
. . .Kristy has tirelessly planned
and managed student engagement
activities and events for all
students to make this school
community the best it can be.”

Baron’s decision to move on
was heavily based on her family.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,
she realized the importance of
the time she spends with her son,
as he will be leaving Temecula
after high school. When he took
interest in the soccer program
at GOHS, he asked Baron if
she could transfer there to be
with him during his journey
through high school. Baron said,
“I missed the time I spent with
my husband and son.” With this,
Baron decided to switch schools
so she can maintain her strong
connection with her family.
She will be leaving the
Puma family, but her influence
on campus will be remembered
long after Baron is gone.

The Importance of Walk of Gratitude
Josiah Lee ‘22
Staff Writer

Arturo Villavicencio ‘22

Credit: Kristy Baron

Baron has been Activities Director for five years and will be greatly missed.

The Walk of Gratitude
is a fun event set up by the
Associated Student Body
(ASB) where graduating
seniors can dress up in their
graduation gowns and walk
around one of the school’s
feeder elementary schools.
Although not every student
on campus has gone to the
list of elementary schools
for the Walk of Gratitude,
this event also goes as just
a fun time to conclude a
circular flow of school from
elementary all the way to
high school. However,
this event does have many
questions, for example,
exact details of how the event
will be held, what happens
to students who do not

participate, and many more.
There are a lot of
special details relating to
this event. On Tuesday,
May 31, seniors will be
walking the hallways of an
elementary school within
the district. ASB activities
director, Mrs. Kristy Baron
gave a brief interview
describing all sorts of small
interactions seniors might be
having with the elementary
schoolers. Baron described
how “[seniors] will be
guided off the bus and will
actually be guided through
the hallways of elementary
school students.” This is
meant to be a fun activity
where seniors are simply
interacting with the younger
students who are cheering
around them, giving highfives, supportive messages,

and
fun
celebrations
together during an assembly.
There is also a basic
checklist students should
attempt to follow during this
Walk of Gratitude. Seniors
are only expected to wear
their cap and gown and any
other belongings like purses,
phones, water bottles, and
other basic necessities;
however Baron stated,
“we are recommending
students
don’t
wear
their tassels or cords so
[seniors] don’t lose them.”
A
question
often
asked about what students
who truly do not wish to
participate in the Walk of
Gratitude can do. Luckily,
the school has a plan for
any students who have
no wish to participate in
the event. Baron gave a

statement on how the Walk
of Gratitude “is an activity
for attendance for all of our
seniors.” Any students who
wish not to participate must
first reach out to Assistant
Principal Mrs. Ingrid Taylor,
giving students a different
option instead of the event.
The Walk of Gratitude
is meant to be a fun and
simple event brought back
on campus to better inspire
the younger students in
elementary school and
let graduating students
simply see how far they
have progressed in their
educational career. With
graduation just around
the corner, seniors can
witness just how far they
have come, and how
much more potential they
still have for their future.

Unified Track/Field Teams Going to CIF

Boys Shot Put Team: Kyle Metsker and Manny Rocha
Girls Shot Put Team: Caydaince Ryan and Naudia Evans
Girls 4x100 Relay Team: Caydaince Ryan, Areeba Siddiqi,
Jade Williams, and Natalie Evans

Credit: Kristy Baron

The class of 2019 received heartwarming drawings from elementary school students while visiting their previous elementary schools.
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Top Three Seniors
Svetlana Hohol ‘25
School News Editor
Photos by Studio 94

Jaden Dew

Luke Vinson

This year’s valedictorian
is none other than Senior
Luke Vinson. With an overall
grade point average (GPA)
of 4.7, Vinson has gone
to extraordinary lengths
throughout high school to
achieve this. As he took
on
seventeen Advanced
Placement
(AP)
classes
through the years, he managed
to keep up with many
extracurricular
activities.
Vinson has been managing
the finance club, a club he
founded this school year, and
has dedicated most of his
time to be the president of the
Mock Trial club. He also raced
for the Varsity Boys Track
team during his freshman,
sophomore, and junior years.
For the past four years,
Vinson has been working
hard to achieve his goals and
dreams. One of his biggest
inspirations came to him in his
AP Chemistry class. He was

always a straight-A student,
and he expected it to be like
any other easy class, but when
he received a letter B grade,
he realized the importance of
working hard and being on
top of things. Vinson said,
“I realized how important it
is to work hard and put your
mind towards something that
matters to you. So, I will
always be thankful for Mr.
[James] Smith giving me a B.”
With much of Vinson’s
time dedicated to school
activities, he takes on two
jobs after school to make
some extra money. He works
as a legal assistant at a law
firm, filing papers, organizing
folders, and helping lawyers
with tasks. Another way he
makes money is working as a
DoorDash employee. He has
collected many community
service hours by being a head
coach for kids in flag football
and contributing to creating
game plans and being a role
model for younger children.
The time and effort
Vinson has put in towards his
goals has led him to amazing
achievements
such
as
committing to the University
of California Los Angeles
(UCLA). He intends to major
in business economics. With
his strong mindset, there will
be nothing that stops Vinson
from achieving his dreams.

With an overall grade
point average (GPA) of 4.62
through all four years, this
year’s salutatorian is Senior
Jaden Dew. Since the start of
his freshman year, Dew has
never stopped contributing
on campus. He makes huge
commitments to groups on
campus such as being the
Associated Student Body
(ASB) president, captain of
the Mock Trial team, Science
Olympiad treasurer, secretary
of the Debate club, president
of California Scholarship
Federation (CSF), and an
officer in the interactive
club. Dew never shot down
a chance to be involved
with the campus, not even
after the work load he had
with his sixteen Advanced
Placement (AP) classes.
Throughout his four
years, Dew has helped create
ideas for many events and
groups on campus. By being

a part of a team that created
the Debate club, organizing
events with ASB, and
attending competitions with
Science Olympiad and Mock
Trial, he has built many skills
and found passions within
himself, while also making
connections. Dew said, “It
feels very good being so
involved in campus. I have
been able to meet so many
cool people.” Making high
school worthwhile has been
no problem for Dew. Not only
does he involve himself with
groups on campus, but always
is actively participating in
fun-filled events, such as
Mr. Puma, and involving
himself with the Prom court.
Being a leader is a
role Dew has undertaken
for many years. He attends
many leadership conferences,
meetings with the district,
makes
announcements
every morning, and holds
ASB
meetings
every
Monday to discuss the next
big thing for the school.
Going the simple route
was something Dew decided
not to take. He will continue
to lead and excel at goals he is
determined to complete. Dew
will take his passion and skills
to the University of California,
Berkeley where he will major
in aeurospace engineering and
continue to build his future.

Jonathan Paino

Coming into the top
three of the senior class with
an overall grade point average
(GPA) of 4.59 is Senior
Jonathan Paino. Paino not
only excels at his academics,
but has been furthering his
passion for wrestling in all of
his four years in high school.
For the past two years, Paino
has been influencing others in
athletic programs as he leads
the Varsity Boys Wrestling
team as captain and is training
to become a gymnastics
coach to teach younger kids.
Creating
a
balance
between his passion for
wrestling and his seventeen
Advanced Placement (AP)
classes can be a hassle, but for
Paino it was motivation. Paino
said, “The sport has engraved
my work ethic. . .without it
I would probably be sitting
with a way lower GPA.”
Ever since the beginning of
his wrestling career, Paino

was determined to improve.
With most of Paino’s time
spent committing to tireless
three-hour practices almost
everyday, the dedication and
love he had for the sport got
him to rank 35th in the state.
Many choices that Paino
made revolved around his
wrestling career and he takes
much pride in that. Being one
of the top three seniors, Paino
said, “It’s a good reflection
for the work I have put in.”
Not only does Paino work
hard to get himself where
he is now, but he discovered
a passion that will be with
him for most of his life.
Paino involves himself
with extracurricular activities
such as the National Honor
Society and joined the
Spike Ball club his first
semester. Paino is working
on coaching gymnastics to
younger kids to possibly open
their eyes to new passions.
His successful wrestling
career and academic skills
gave him an acceptance letter
to the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA), where
he will be committing to
major in neuroscience. These
four years are a chance for
many to discover what skills
they will take to their path
out of high school, and for
Paino he found a talent that
changed his route in life.

Summa Cum Laude

Luke Vinson

Nelson Tran

Kel Strathearn

Axel Sorenson

Jaden Dew

Travis Caplan

Marvin Peralta

Alyssa Kurt

Cameron Thieme

Class
of
2022
*Top 2% of seniors

Terry Han

Amber Nguyen

Zoey Davidson-Nash

Jonathan Paino

Joyce Kim

Congratulations, Class of 2022!
*Information gathered from “My Life, My Plan” as of 5/9/22

Derrick Adner, Real Estate
Marimel Almodiel, MSJC
Manaya Andaro, MSJC
Mikhaela Angodung, MSJC
Lindsay Arana, CSU San Marcos
Chyna’ Bandy, UC Davis
John Baranek, Boise State University
Jason Basa, CSU Long Beach
Sofia Boenzi, MSJC
Ellyson Bolyard, Capital University
Grace Bowman, Simpson University
Tristan Boylston, MSJC
Elizabeth Brown, California Baptist
University
Ariana Cecena, San Diego Mesa College
Leah Cervantes, UC Riverside
Alyssa Chavez, CSU San Marcos
Brandon Collins, UC Riverside
Carlos Cordon, Arizona State University
Joseph Corona, CSU Los Angeles
Emily De La Cruz, CSU Long Beach
Zoey Davidson-Nash, UC Berkeley
Kylie Dear, California Baptist University
Jaden Dew, UC Berkeley
Avanjot Dhaliwal, MSJC
James Donaldson, Navy
Riley Donovan, Sonoma State University
Aiden Downs, BYU-Idaho
Kendal Edley-Johnson, University of
Nevada, Los Vegas
Dorothy Marie Elemento, University of
Saint Katherine
Camila Morcate Enriquez, UC Santa
Barbara
Damien Escobedo, University of Arizona
Dan Angelo Esguerra, Riverside City
College
Carl Fielstra, CSU San Marcos
Riley Finch, Concordia University Irvine
Jillian Flack, Kent State University
Erika Flores, UC Riverside
Madison Fregoso, CSU Fullerton
Jamee Ganal, UC San Diego
Charley Garcia, California Lutheran
University
Samantha Garcia, MSJC
Elizabeth Garcia, MSJC
Taylor Garner, San Francisco State
University
Gary Geroza, MSJC
Evan Gholar, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University
Savannah Gillespie, San Diego Mesa
College
Alexia Gonzales, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Bella Gonzales, CSU Fullerton
Damian Graciano, San Francisco State
University
Nalai Gray, San Jose State University
Niyara Gray, California Baptist University
Audrey Grey, Utah Valley University
Jackson Grover, CSU San Marcos
Terry Han, UC Berkeley
Mary Handler, CSU San Marcos
Mary Harrington, Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo
Dakota Henson, Vanguard University
Said Hernandez, MSJC
Sophia Hernandez, Cal Poly Pomona

Logan Hernandez, Coast Guard
Marianne Herrera, Arizona State
University
Laylah Higinio, MiraCosta College
Brady Hill, Texas State University
Dalton Hoang, Cal Poly Pomona
Michael Hoene, CSU San Marcos
Alex Tupala Horwood, UC Berkeley
Maddie Hudson, University of La Verne
Haylen Hyon, CSU Long Beach
Roxalana Johnson, UC Berkeley
Chianna Johnson, MSJC
Joyce Kim, UCLA
Maxwell Kooiker, CSU San Marcos
Andre Kudera, Cal Poly Pomona
Alyssa Kurt, UCLA
Christine Lau, UC Riverside
Ariana LeBlanc, The University of New
Orleans
Daniel Lee, Colby College
Josiah Lee, University of San Diego
Hunter Lindow, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Hannah Loc, UC Riverside
Juan-Angel Lopez, CSU Los Angeles
Brandon Lord, Duke University
Alyssa Lugo, UC Irvine
Jesse Magana, Cypress College
Calvin Maggiore-Anet, SDSU
Jared Mannino, Arizona State University
Elysa Martel, Wentworth Institute of
Technology
Dakota Martinez, Northern Arizona
University
Jazmin Mason, University of Oregon
Benjamin Mata, Navy
Matthew McGrody, Cal Poly Pomona
Caitlyn Melton, MSJC
Angelina Mendoza, Friends University
Ian Mendoza, San José State University
Stephanie Miranda, Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University
Matthew Monter, CSU Fullerton
Brent Mullins, SDSU
Alexa Neal, University of Dayton
Anastasia Nechay, UC Santa Barbara
Amber Nguyen, UC Berkeley
Amy Nguyen, UCLA
Harley Norris, Arizona State University
Evan Ollison, UC San Diego
Daniel Ouk, UCLA
Jon Paino, UCLA
Jade Pamatz, MSJC
Eilene Paniagua, Cal Poly Humboldt
Valeria Parra-Santoro, UC San Diego
Katherine Passage, CSU Northridge
Riley Patterson, Military
Angel Pedraza, Marine Corps
Annabelle Persaud, UC Santa Barbara
Hailey Peters, California Lutheran
University
Leyna Pham, UC San Diego
Alden Pico, CSU San Marcos
Jessica Piercy, UC Santa Cruz
Xander Principato, Navy Nuclear
Engineering Program
Madison Pruitt, Fresno State University
Kayleena Puntalba, Sacramento State
University
Alex Qiu, UC Santa Barbara

Mariah Querequincia, UC Irvine
Isabella Quintanilla, MSJC
Nina Rabatin, Cal Poly Ponoma
Karla Rangel, San Francisco State
University
Danielle Remington, Riverside City
College
Jada Rivas, UC Berkeley
Amaya Rivera, MSJC
Saige Rivera, University of Texas at Tyler
Hunter Roddy, West Point University
Aleina Salinas, UC Berkeley
Jenna Salyer, Austin Peay State University
Victoria Samaniego, MSJC
Isabella Sanchez, Southern Utah
University
Sarah Sanchez, CSU San Marcos
Natalie Sanchez, San Joaquin Valley
College
Joseph Sanchez, Paul Mitchell The School
Temecula
Amanda Sandoval, MSJC
Vanessa Sandoval, CSU San Marcos
Pedro Mateo Santana, UC Riverside
Samantha Santonil, CSU Fullerton
Keirra Scollard, Ottawa University
Kylee Seamans, CSU Long Beach
Isabel Sepulveda, Vanguard University
Kaitlyn Sequeira, UC Irvine
Genie Shin, UC San Diego
Ruby Siluano, MSJC
Hunter Simon, Vanguard University
Maryjane Smith, MSJC
Axel Sorenson, UC Irvine
Christopher Sorrells, Air Force
Andrew Spurlock, Boise State University
Tyshio Stephen, MSJC
Kel Strathearn, UC Berkeley
Jamie Talavera-Espinoza, CSU Long
Beach
Madelyn Taylor, CSU Northridge
Jazmin Tejeda, Air Force
Slater Theisen, Vanguard University
Cameron Thieme, Arizona State
University
Salvador De La Torre, San Diego State
University
Vince Torres, University of Arkansas
Alice Toschak, Cal Poly Ponoma
Matthew Viray, CSU Fullerton
Mikaela Wagner, CSU Fullerton
Kaelem Walker, Bethany College
Cierra Warfield, CSU San Marcos
E Weldon, UCLA
Mackenzie Wesel, CSU Monterey Bay
Madison Westling, Fashion Institute of
Design & Merchandising
Vaughn Wilmer, Northern Arizona
University
Aubrey Wilson, Moorpark Community
College
Amy Wong, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Jackson Wynn, University of Nevada, Reno
Danielle Yap, UC Riverside
Tyler Young, MSJC
Ezabel Youso, CSU San Marcos
Giuliana Zamorano, Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo
Anton Zaraspe, CSU Fullerton
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SCHOOL NEWS

Farewell to Retiring Pumas
Josiah Lee ‘22 and Madelyn Swearingen ‘25

Mrs. Anne McNulty

Having worked on campus for twenty-three years as a
Calculus teacher, Mrs. Anne McNulty will now be leaving
for retirement. From her over two decades of experience,
McNulty was able to be a part of many significant changes
on campus, learn a multitude of great values from her
students, and plan an exciting retirement trip for herself.
Being a founding member of the accelerated math
program on campus, McNulty has a long line of memories
from her time here on campus. McNulty stated, “I am going
to miss all the teenagers and the excitement they bring
[to the classroom].” Although she will be missing all her
students, McNulty still finds solace in reminiscing about
many of her old memories on campus. One event that sadly
has not been done in recent years is staff roasts. McNulty
stated, “We had the staff roasts, those were always a good time on campus.” Another fun
memory McNulty spoke about was “when a former principal would hide in the bushes to see
when teachers were leaving.” McNulty was able to experience many hilarious memories during
her stay at Chaparral, but she is truly excited for the new ones to be made during retirement.
During her retirement, McNulty already has big plans in store. Starting off, McNulty
excitedly brought up that she plans to sleep in everyday. However, for another adventure,
McNulty will be leaving Temecula to move to Cleveland, Ohio, her reason being that
it is her hometown that is “pulling [her] in.” McNulty even already bought a house and is
anxiously awaiting what her hometown has in store for her. Other news also presents
McNulty’s huge tour around Europe. McNulty plans to head to Germany, with Berlin also
being where her daughter lives, France, Spain, and Italy. She plans to view the scenery
and take in the countries she never before got to visit. For her future look into retirement,
McNulty is looking at a fun holiday full of peace and exploration around her home and world.

Mr. Daniel Ford
Psychology and Advanced Placement (AP) Psychology
teacher Mr. Daniel Ford first started working in medical
sales, in a division for cardiovascular equipment. From
there he worked another medical sales job before taking
night classes to earn his teaching credentials. Since
then he has been working at the school for twentyfour years, in the same classroom. Overall, he has been
teaching twenty-seven years, not including student
teaching. Ford taught World History, Government,
Economics, and then found his calling in Psychology.
At the moment, Ford is looking in Tennessee and
Kentucky for houses on a lake, hoping to move in his
retirement. He has also shared many of his options from
Zillow with one of his classes. Ford shared, “I want to do a
lot of fishing and I want a boat again. I used to own a boat years ago, I’d like to get back into
that.” He wishes to live a quiet life out on the lake once he retires at the end of the semester.
Ford has also expressed that teaching is the hardest job he has had. “I’m a different
person since I became a teacher, I think that. . .Carl Jung, this psychologist, he said,
‘you discover yourself through other people,’” he noted. Ford also described the
vulnerability that comes when one is at the front of the classroom, facing students where
no one knows each other. From getting to know one another, one learns of themself.
Ford commented that he came to realize that teaching was more of a craft than a skill,
something that one continues to build on over the years, and that you have to be open to
new ideas in the classroom and experiment with them. After he retires, Ford will greatly
miss the friends and colleagues that he has made over the years. He will also miss the
students that he has taught in his time on campus. He thinks fondly of the feedback that
students have given him in the past and his experience with utilizing that in his teaching.

Mrs. Annamarie Hodge
Child Nutritionist Mrs. Annamarie Hodge has been
working on campus for a total of nine years. She worked when
the school first opened in 1997 for four years, left, then came
back and worked for another five years. She has also worked
four years at Nicholas Elementary School and thirteen years
at James L. Day Middle School. After all of Hodge’s hard
work, she will be retiring at the end of the school year.
Hodge has a multitude of fond memories from working
on campus. She has always enjoyed the students. “I have
just many memories of feeding the kids, working with the
[lunch] ladies. . .I’ve had some great student helpers over
the years,” Hodge shared. As she worked at two other
schools before coming back to Chaparral, she has gotten to
see many familiar faces as they pass through the cafeteria.
Hodge commented, “It’s the same for you [students], it’s the same for us [staff members].”
For both students and staff, seeing those they recognize in a different environment is a relief.
In her retirement, Hodge hopes to lead a relaxed life. “House projects and a
little traveling. . .I’ll be sleeping in, that’s for sure,” she shared. Hodge enjoys her job
immensely and will miss it after she leaves the school. She said, “I’ve loved my years
as the lunch lady, it’s fun because usually kids are happy at lunchtime, because it’s
lunchtime, that’s been really nice.” While the kitchen is a very fast-paced environment,
Hodge has loved every minute of it and has loved any student helpers she has had.
There are also many lessons that Hodge has gained throughout her years working.
With the kitchen being very fast-paced, it takes dedication and Hodge loves the
work. Throughout the years, Hodge has had many student helpers in the kitchen
to help make things run smoothly. Overall, Hodge has loved her job working as a
lunch lady and seeing students happy with the food she gets to provide them with.

Ms. Becki Green

After working on campus for twenty-two years and
teaching for thirty-seven years, U.S. History teacher Ms.
Becki Green will be retiring at the end of the school year.
Green first started out teaching English to all grade levels,
then switched to World History, and finally settled on U.S.
History. She has worked at schools in Arizona, Washington,
and is now finishing her career on campus. Green does
not plan on becoming a substitute after her retirement.
However, she still wishes to help out some of the sports
teams after her leave such as girls and boys volleyball,
along with girls and boys basketball. She plans to be an
announcer for their games whenever she has the chance
to. “I want to learn to play golf, and I also want to learn
calligraphy and I’m going to go to JC San Jacinto and do that.
I also want to learn Spanish,” Green said. She has had an interest in these activities
and with her retirement Green now has the opportunity to learn and commit to them.
Another reason that she teaches is because of the students. Green loves seeing her students
progress from freshman to senior year, and then after graduation, seeing them come back
to visit her and other teachers on campus. Some of her favorite memories from working on
campus are seeing students after they have graduated, and seeing what they continued to do
after high school. “It’s like being a mom, I’m just so proud [of my students],” Green shared.
Green has learned much in her years of teaching, both on campus and at other schools. At
first, being in the classroom teaching students was not an easy task. Green commented, “I have
an easier time enjoying the kids than I did when I first started teaching.” She has had a lot of
growth in her experiences and loves every moment that she has shared on campus. There are
many things that she will miss in her retirement but she will continue to stay involved with the
sports that occur on campus. “It’s been a great ride, I’ve really enjoyed it,” Green expressed.

Mrs. Barbara Hinman
School Nurse Mrs. Barbara Hinman has worked in
the district for nine years and will be retiring at the end of
this school year. She has gathered her experience from
working as a nurse for over thirty-five years across the
country. During her time on campus, Hinman found many
new joys on campus, from important lessons to simply fun
experiences to forever remember during her retirement.
Hinman has worked in both elementary schools and high
schools, however she has shown a much deeper enjoyment
for her memories created treating high school students. She
has worked as a nurse for over three decades. Hinman stated,
“I learned to become more aware and look at the students’
big picture [not just my own].” Hinman overall grew to enjoy
her stay as a high school nurse in comparison to her years
as an elementary school nurse. Hinman also stated, “I definitely will miss the people aspect
of my work,” showing her greatest joy in treating the students on campus. Hinman has done
a lot of work to help students during her time as a school nurse. One special moment Hinman
specifically remembers involved a student who could not afford glasses. Hinman saw the young
girl struggle in school because of her poor eyesight. Hinman did everything in her power to help
the girl get a fresh pair of glasses. After the situation was resolved, Hinman remembered the
girl’s constant gratitude as she “was very proud of her new glasses.” It has been from experiences
like this that Hinman has found “the small things to [be] the most memorable [to her].”
In the future, Hinman is looking forward to many relaxing days with her husband
and her garden. However, gardening is just one of the parts of her retirement that
Hinman is looking forward to in the years to come. Hinman plans to travel with
her husband on trips to Mexico, Europe, and Colorado to visit her family. From
here Hinman can only imagine the new opportunities awaiting her in the future.

Mr. Nicholas Kardouche
Dedicating decades of his life towards his work
as a teacher, Biology and Advanced Placement (AP)
Biology teacher, Mr. Nicholas Kardouche, will be
retiring this year. First stepping foot on campus in
1999, Kardouche was able to experience many fun and
memorable events during his stay, and hopes to continue
to experience even greater adventure during his retirement.
Holding nothing but love for his students, Kardouche
was able to learn and encounter many fun adventures with
his students. Kardouche was able to learn and acquire
new traits throughout his time on campus. He stated,
“All from my students I learned kindness, patience,
generosity, and to love great things.” Kardouche’s long
stay on campus has also allowed him to experience
many unforgettable memories in his classroom. One event Kardouche remembered
favorably occurred during a lockdown. He stated, “a student of mine made around 1,000
pancakes,” where they would then share them with the connected science classrooms.
After retirement, Kardouche has also set up new adventures to partake in. With more
free time to focus on himself, Kardouche plans to focus on his own social and physical
improvement, when asked what he had planned Kardouche stated, “I plan on traveling a
lot, going to the gym, water skiing, going to the beach, and going out with friends.” Still,
Kardouche’s future adventures are not limited to within the country, preparing a trip with his
wife to France, the country of romance. Kardouche had planned for his trip to last at least “a
few months,” planning to tour around the country, and enjoy the new cultural experiences.
Kardouche himself stated his dismay in having to leave behind the students that he has raised,
but is also excited for what the future may bring. Although sad to see such a memorable faculty
member leave, a whole new journey has been created to give new joy to his already bright life.
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High School Stress Should Be Taken Seriously
Hailey Mera ‘25
Newsroom Manager

The ideas expressed in the Editorials
section do not reflect the views of The
Platinum Press as a staff, but rather
those of the journalist who wrote them.
If readers desire to respond to an
editorial, The Platinum Press values
all opinions and welcomes letters to
the editor. Just as The Platinum Press
respects each individual’s right to a
differing opinion, we ask the same of
our readers. Each journalist is well
within their rights to express their
opinion on any given topic, no matter
how controversial that topic may be.
This is the intent of an editorial, not
only to provide journalists with a
medium to express an opinion, but to
allow the editorial to be a catalyst for
further discussion of a given topic.

All letters must be signed and
submitted to Mr. Leonhardi in room
413 or left in his mailbox. They
will also be accepted via school
email
at
rleonhardi@tvusd.us
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Attending
high
school
and becoming aware of the
responsibilities that are necessary,
in order to achieve the proper
education for whatever career
or plans one has in mind is very
stressful. Unfortunately, in the
eyes of many adults, attending
school and essentially just being
a teenager is seen as a simple and
stress-free task. Stress and hardship
is not defined by a ten hour job,
or the stresses of paying bills.
Despite adults undermining
the stress one as a teenager may
feel simply due to their youth, one
of the most common ways an adult
can belittle one’s feelings is when
it is pertaining to school. Ironically,
adults oftentimes preach their
educational struggles in an attempt
to portray an image of hard work
turned into success. The moment
a child mentions their educational
stress, it is viewed as another step
in life rather than an actual struggle
students deal with, whether it be
long term or for a short amount of
time. While some students do not
choose to excel academically, or
pursue any extraordinary goals,
there are countless amounts of
students who spend their whole
years in school working to please
their parents or to fulfill their

Credit: nytimes.com

Students often find that adults justify school-related stresses as a normal part of day to day life despite its debilitating effects.

personal goals. In the process of
this, anxiety, perfection, and stress
take a toll on one’s mental state.
As a mere example,many
freshmen, and even incoming
freshmen, are taking advanced
placement (AP) classes in order
to maintain a strong educational
background throughout their high
school years; this is ultimately due
to the goal to receive academic
validation from colleges. While it
is not the equivalent to feeding a
family, or paying taxes, it is still a
common and long-term worry. The
need to strive and perfect one’s

educational and overall future
is, and will continue to be, just
as much stressful as it would be
in the shoes of an adult. What is
so commonly overlooked is that
stress and the need to excel is a
short-term feeling, and goes away
within time. While this may be a
privilege for some, these emotions
can stick with an individual for
their whole lifetime. As a result,
these feelings stay for so long, that
these individuals then pass them
off to their children who then feel
as though they have something to
prove: And so the cycle continues.

Reverse Racism: A Harmful, Perpetuated Myth
Alex Tupala Horwood ‘22
Editorials Editor

Racism is a prevalent
issue that integrates its way
into nearly every aspect
of daily life, both in the
U.S. and around the world.
Whether perpetuated through
the intrinsically built systems
that keep it alive or the biases
of individuals ingrained in
them, there is no doubt that
it is a deep and ever-growing
stain on society. The way
racism or any system of
oppression must function is
that it oppresses those without
power such as a population
in the minority or one with
disproportionate resources.
This is precisely why racism
as a practice affects those in
minority groups, People of
Color (POC) as they do not
make up a majority of the
American population and
have been given systemic

disadvantages to prevent
their fair accumulation of
resources. Knowing this very
basic concept, it is outrageous
that some believe that this
system of oppression in the
present day is now being
turned against white people,
a group that is a majority,
culturally dominant, and
historically uplifted at the
cost of POC. As the fragile
state of white supremacy
begins to crack, those crying
out in fear of “Reverse
Racism” fail to understand
what racism really is.
The idea of “reverse
racism” is essentially that
with more movements and
programs in place to uplift
people of marginalized races,
it effectively gives white
people a disadvantage. There
is no evidence supporting
this. It is, however, very
evident that gaps in wealth,
employment, and opportunity
still exist between white

people
and
minorities.
Progressive policies such as
affirmative action that allocate
resources or opportunities
to disadvantaged groups
is in place to prevent
employment and educational
discrimination. It merely
ensures that capable people
are not denied opportunities
as their white peers due
to the racial biases of the
employer. Many believers
in “reverse racism” will
blame affirmative action for
their denial of opportunities
rather than their lack of
qualification. The truth is,
the systems that run our
society today were built to
intrinsically benefit white
people and oppress people
of color. Until they are
torn down and built again
from the ground up to be
truly equal, progressive
policies are a mere bandaid
for the massive wound.
One highly debated
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In most cases, teenagers
struggling with academic or regular
stress tend to express themselves
in a manner that eventually makes
their issues apparent. Whether it
be through frustration, or unusual
silence, those who are overwhelmed
due to immense amounts of stress
will oftentimes just confide in their
parents or a trusted adult for advice.
However, while many adults and
parents can provide useful and wise
feedback, the attempt to resolve
teenagers’ emotions and their
stress often results in the blatant
dismissal of those said feelings.

Josiah Lee
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Madelyn Swearingen
Catie Mitchell
Isobel Sierleja
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Some put more emphasis on debating the existence of racism rather than attacking the issue itself.

Credit: wsj.com

Attacking racism is falsely seen to be an attack on white people.

topic surrounding this is
Critical Race Theory (CRT)
being taught in schools. CRT
is an overly dramaticized
name given to basic concepts
such as the history of slavery,
segregation, the existence
of racism then and now,
and basic understandings of
how our society operates,
all of which work to allow
students to understand the
problems and work towards
solutions. Those against it
argue that educating children
of the atrocities committed
by white people in the past
is an attempt to hold white
children directly accountable
for these actions. This is
outrageously false. Teaching
children these topics holds
the purpose of accurately
portraying historical events
in order to learn from them. It
is the classic saying, “Those
who do not learn history
are doomed to repeat it”.
Those against teaching basic

understandings of the power
dynamics in our society
only seek to protect their
fragile egos and continue to
uphold them without shame.
Whether or not they
acknowledge it, all white
people hold some kind of
racial bias as a result of
being raised in this society.
Even if one were to educate
themselves and take action
against the issue, they still
benefit from the oppression
of POC by participating
in the systems that oppress
them. Believing the idea that
society has progressed past
racism and actively continues
to push for the prosperity
of minorities is harmful to
perpetuate. “Reverse racism”
does not and can not exist in
current society. Those who
believe they are affected by
reverse racism are actively
contributing to the issue itself
and would rather be allowed
to continue than change.
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The Right to Life is Crucial Keep Bans Off Women’s Bodies
Athena Ebuen ‘24
Staff Writer
Half a century ago,
Norma McCorvey, also
known by her pseudonym
name Jane Roe, won a
supreme court case that
became
the
landmark
decision that protects a
pregnant woman’s right to
have a choice of having an
abortion without government
interference. In recent events,
that fundamental right may
no longer be in possession.
The practice of abortion has
been abused as many women
that become pregnant are
ones unprepared for the
family lifestyle. Roe’s case
of having a constitutional
right to abortion is immoral
as the Supreme Court
Justices have downright
disregarded the Fourteenth
Amendment
of
the
constitution thus depriving
any person of life, making
human
life
disposable.
The
“constitutional”
right that women proclaim
to have towards abortion
is not implied in any of
the amendments of the
constitution. The Fourteenth
Amendment was adopted by
Congress, prohibiting states
from depriving anyone born
in the United States (U.S.)
of life, liberty, or property.
Nowhere in the amendment
does it imply the “right”
to abortion, giving women
no inherent right to use
lethal-methods on unborn
children. Unless, individuals
have
suffered
assaults
that leave them carrying
their assaulter’s child or in
order to avoid the risk of
maternal death, abortions
are unethical. In 2018, the
Supreme Court ruled that
a fetus begins to resemble
human
characteristics
at around nine weeks of

gestation, making them
eligible for the protection of
the Fourteenth Amendment.
However, women who are
aware early on still continue
to terminate the growing
individual after an average of
thirteen weeks of pregnancy.
It seems that women are
becoming
ignorant
of
the true meaning of the
Fourteenth amendment and
disregarding the unborn
child’s constitutional right
of living. The constitution
has been misinterpreted
considering it has been prolife since 1868. Denying a
baby’s right to live not only
is immoral but it prevents
future humans that could
possibly contribute to the
world. The saying “my body,
my choice” becomes an
unethical meaning because
they are practically implying
that it is okay to murder these
unborn babies for the sake
of their convenience. Many
of the abortions done in the
U.S. are results of women
either not responsible enough
to take care of the child,
cannot afford to raise it, the
child interferes with their
current career. This violates
the rights of the expected
child as these women are
excluding newborns from the
classes of “persons.” Why
engage in these activities
when they know the full
consequences of carrying out
these actions may cost them?
Many women who
terminate their pregnancy
face long-term psychological
consequences. Side effects,
like depression and anxiety,
are the dominant effects
of abortion. Many of them
worry that they may not be
able to conceive again at a
more appropriate time while
others feel ashamed of their
choice. While most women
generally find relief, other
women have been found in

a state of guilt. Some are
frustrated that their decision
to have an abortion may
affect their career, daily life,
or general well-being. The
responsibilities of raising
a child are life-altering no
doubt, however, having
adequate information on
conceiving
and
safely
engaging are ways to prevent
these
unexpectancies.
Some of the most
common reasons that have
been identified so far leading
to depression include, having
a lack of social support
from families that oppose
abortion, history of mental
health problems like bipolar
issues, and features of the
pregnancy. For individuals
who are actively having
sex, doing so safely or
sticking with the process
of pregnancy to later place
the child up for adoption
can be sure ways to avoid
getting abortions. Sending a
child to a foster care or to an
adoption center is quite cruel
as they will not be raised
by their original parents,
however, parents that send
their children to adoption
centers or foster homes is
one of the most selfless
actions because often there
are other loving families
that can raise and provide
the love and necessary
support that their children
need to lead a stable life
better than what could have
originally been provided.
Although there are
complexities between each
case, people should be more
knowledgeable of the details
that surround conceiving and
start taking responsibility
for their actions and face the
consequences. If a person
knows they cannot support
their children mentally or
financially, they should
put this life aside until
they are ready to do so.

Bella Martinez ‘22
Staff Writer
For almost fifty
years Roe v. Wade has
been
protecting
the
bodily rights of women
all over America. This
monumental legal action
has
helped
women
reserve their deserved
rights to their own
bodies.
Devastatingly,
in light of recent events
it seems that this may
no longer be the case.
With five out of nine
supreme court justices
in favor of overturning
Roe v. Wade, women
are becoming absolutely
terrified of losing their
own bodily autonomy.
Politico recently gained
access to a confidential
supreme court draft that
in summary is aiming
to shoot down Roe v.
Wade. After releasing
this information to the
public, there has been
a completely justified
uproar by women and
allies everywhere. Not
only is this taking one
hundred steps back in
the progress society
has made, but this is
completely
stripping
women of the rights
they are entitled to.
Banning abortion
only means banning
safe abortions. Blocking
access to safe abortions
means leaving it in
the hands of women
who want to end their
pregnancies. By banning
abortions, women will
be at high risk of dying
due to unsafe abortion
methods. Not only will
mortality rates among
women spike, but more
unwanted children will
end up being born and

Credit: Signe Wilkinson

The right to a medical procedure is being denied in favor of government interference.

thrown into foster care.
Unwanted children turn
into unloved children
and this can lead to this
child’s life being spent in
a system that is no place
for a child. Foster care is
not a viable option, the
system is littered with
abusive and sometimes
even perverted hosts
who treat children in
a way that no child
should ever be treated.
The trauma endured by
these children being
abused in the system has
serious repercussions on
a developing brain, and
can destroy the rest of
their lives. By banning
abortion, the supreme
court will not only be
feeding more innocent
children into this system,
but leaving defenseless
children to be born into
unstable
households
that are unequipped
to provide for another
dependent
life.
Many people who
slander abortion claim
that no “baby” should
die. What they do not
understand is that when
many women terminate

their pregnancies, the
fetus is not a developed
baby as they like to
imagine. These fetuses
at this point are quite far
from being self aware,
they are not babies as
they claim. These fetuses
do not have what is
needed to be sentient, to
be fully aware of oneself
involves complex wiring
in the brain, and fetuses
do not even begin to
develop this until about
the twenty-fourth to
twenty-eighth week of
pregnancy. Now because
so many people believe
these fetuses to be fully
developed and self aware
babies, many groups will
go so far as to gather
outside of local Planned
Parenthood facilities and
protest, causing women
going to these facilities
to feel threatened and
scared about getting
help. It can get out of
hand to the point where
employees are appointed
to be security guards and
escort these women to
and from the building.
What many of the prolife protesters do not

understand is that Planned
Parenthood does not
just offer abortions, they
offer safe reproductive
health care and much
needed
knowledge
that everyone deserves
to have access to.
Women
should
not be forced to have
children they do not
want or are not prepared
to care for. This is how
children become unloved
and even neglected;
sometimes people are
simply not financially,
physically
or
even
mentally prepared to
have a child. The people
opposing these “babies”
being “killed” should be
doing something to help
the children who are
already alive, breathing
and living in terrible
conditions rather than
focusing on fetuses who
are not yet brought into
the world. If someone
does not agree with
abortion, they should
simply not have one.
There is no way they
should get to take away
that option for others
who deserve the choice.

Landlords Exploit the Universal Need for Affordable Housing
Alex Tupala Horwood ‘22
Editorials Editor
The reality of housing
insecurity has become more
evident than ever as people
struggled to make ends meet
throughout
a
crumbling
and
recovering
economy.
Subsequently, the homeless
population has significantly
increased,
with
chronic
homelessness
being
more
pervasive than ever. It is common
knowledge that humans require
shelter to survive. Without
shelter, the unhoused population
is subject to exposure with little
hope for a better future. Despite
this housing crisis, landlords
continue to buy the little
available, affordable housing
in order to rent it out, they are
stealing opportunities from
lower income individuals who
can not afford to buy. To be a
landlord requires little to no labor
and only serves to capitalize off
of a human need for survival.
While not all landlords fit
the mold of cold-hearted people
who would throw families on
the streets for an extra buck,
by posing as a landlord they
are effectively participating
in a truly despicable system.
They commodify housing and
essentially give their tenants the
option to make great sacrifices to

Credit: Sarah Rhee

Housing should be regarded as a right rather than a privilege since it is a basic survival need for humans.

meet rent or to face a dangerous
life on the streets. A prime
example of this was at the peak
of the pandemic, tenants were
still being evicted making them

unable to quarantine effectively
and putting lives in danger. Still,
Investing in a property in order
to rent it out is an appealing
form of passive income to

many. To be a landlord in and
of itself requires no labor and
even the responsibilities that fall
on them, such as maintenance
and upkeep, are delegated to

plumbers, carpenters, and other
professionals paid for with
the tenants rent money. Many
were even able to obtain their
property or the money to buy
it through intergenerational
wealth rather than from their
own merit. However, even if
one were to work for the money
used to buy their properties,
that does not change the reality.
The manner in which landlords
make their living off of a power
imbalance constructed on the
commodification of the human
need for shelter is truly evil.
Homelessness today is
a relatively new and deadly
epidemic constructed by a
lack of government efficiency
and concern. In 2008, instead
of implementing genuinely
helpful policies, the department
of
Housing
and
Urban
Development (HUD) focused
on adjusting how and what they
count as an unhoused person
to give the impression that
homlessnes was improving.
Furthermore, the unhoused are
harassed by police as they try
to find safe and comfortable
places to sleep or even exist.
It is the responsibility of a just
government to fulfill the basic
universal needs of the citizens
that keep it in power. These
non-negotiable needs include
health care, clean water, and
food among other things. The

fact is that housing should be
considered a basic human right
for everyone. No matter how
much one makes, they should be
given access to basic necessities
that
ensure their survival.
While some might think that
this would entirely take away
incentive to work in order to
maintain a residence, Other
countries have been successful
in ensuring housing as a solution
for the growing homeless
populations. Through this they
have found that it was less of an
economic burden on taxpayers
to simply provide housing
which makes them more easily
employable. Instead of meeting
unhoused people with police
action and harassment, there
needs to be a greater focus
on compassion and solutions.
Renting is oftentimes
the only available option to
many who can not afford to
invest money into owning
their own home. Thus, dealing
with a landlord is seen as an
unavoidable fact of life. This
system has created a housing
crisis and a perspective that
shelter is something seen as a
privilege rather than a right.
To ensure that survival and
quality of life is a right to
all no matter their economic
status, it is essential that
necessities such as housing are
taken off of the open market.
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Rivals Returns to Campus Today for the First Time in Years
Jillian Flack ‘22
Editor-in-Chief
As the year comes to a
close, the Varsity Dance Team
and the Junior Varsity (JV)
Dance Team will be taking
the stage one last time at the
Rivals performance tonight
at 7PM. During the event,
five other dance teams from
nearby schools and companies
will be joining the on-campus
teams in the gym to show one
another the skills they have
grown throughout the year and
to exhibit their individuality
within various dancing styles.
At this performance,
alumni who were previously
on the school’s dance teams
will be returning to grace the
stage once more. In between
sets, these alumni will be
participating in dance fights
with current team members in
order to see which team’s skills
will prevail. This friendly
competition is an aspect that
makes this event very different
from the dance teams’ typical
shows, which is sure to be
entertaining and riveting for
both the audience members
and the teammates alike. Also,
the on-campus dance teams
will not be participating in the
main competition of the night
since they are hosting the
event, but audiences will still
be able to watch the outside

dance teams compete against
one another. Despite this, the
school’s dance teams are still
performing in choreographed
sets and they are determined
to give the audiences a dance
to remember with the new
twists, turns and choreography
they have learned throughout
the year. Though it can be
challenging to prepare, the
seniors are determined to make
this show their best one yet in
order to end the year on a high

note. They have been working
hard both inside and outside of
school in order to memorize
and perfectly perform every
intricacy required for their
success, despite many setbacks
including
dancers
being
injured and time constraints.
Senior Kyler Viriyapanthu,
a varsity captain, shared, “I
think [the hardest part was]
just trying to see the whole
vision of it. It’s kind of hard.
. .as artists and, like, creators

to bring your creative flow
out. . .and see the whole
thing [as a finished product].”
Although this highenergy event will be actionpacked for the dance members
and the audience, it will also
be bittersweet for many of
the senior dancers as this will
be their final show. Senior RJ
Dietrich, a varsity captain,
said, “I’m just thankful for
the time I had here with
dance.” After being a part of

this program for so long, it
is difficult for many of them
to move on from the dance
team that has allowed them
to grow so much in both their
skills and in character. Senior
Sasha Brown, a senior captain,
expressed, “There’s just like a
lot of bonds you make that you
wouldn’t have made if you
were never on the team. . .They
[my teammates] all have really
improved and it’s really nice
to see that and I think they’re

going to do really good things
[with the dance program] next
year so I’m excited to come
back as an alumni [sic].”
If anyone is interested
in seeing this exciting show,
they can purchase tickets
online for $10 each. Though
this is the final show the
dancers will be holding,
students can look forward to
even more from this talented
department at the beginning
of the next school year.

Credit: Joshua Flack

Agility members put emphasis on keeping their dances consistent and in alignment with the passion they hold for dance. Frequent practice allows them to display these strong skills.

Choir Prepares for Their Final Showcase Star Wars Celebration
Sky Roman ‘24
A&E/Lifestyles Editor

All throughout the year, students
have been able to view some of the
best performances on campus from
musically talented students. The choir
groups on campus including Dynamics,
Platinum FX (PFX), and Camerata
is set to perform tonight at 7PM for
the last time this school year, at their
Cabaret show. With their show featuring
songs from well-known musicals, the
choir is sure to deliver an outstanding
performance that leaves a lasting
impression on those in the audience.
Since the show has a broadway
theme, the groups on campus decided
on songs from a particular musical that
they selected. At the end of the year,
they carry on the tradition that their
final performance is a set of songs from
musicals, a favorite among the students
on campus. PFX settled on delivering
songs from the musical Footloose,
such as, “Footloose”, “Holding Out for
a Hero”, “”Let’s Hear It for the Boy”,
“I’m Free”, and “Almost Paradise”.
Going along with this musical theme,
Dynamics is set to perform songs from

the musical The Sound of Music, which
includes songs such as “The Sound of
Music”, “My Favorite Things”, “The
Lonely Goatherd”, and “Do-Re-Mi”.
Junior Halie Wetzel, a member of
Dynamics, expressed that those songs
were chosen because The Sound of
Music is something to bring back that
most people really like, it is a classical
musical.”
With visually stunning,
themed outfits and mesmerizing
choreography to these songs, the groups
are sure to captivate the audience.
The teams have been making the
necessary preparations since March, to
ensure they were ready for the show.
Senior Micah Davis, a member of
PFX, explained, “We rehearsed nearly
every school day. . . occasionally after
school.” This practice is sure to pay
off, guaranteeing a flawless showcase
of their choreography and singing.
Although there can be tiring days from
the long practices, the team feels that
the results of their effort are worth it.
“When I am in character, I have to be
this person who is singing and doing
choreography. It is a really cool feeling,”
Wetzel expressed. Although it can be
nerve racking to perform for many
people, the experience of being able

to entertain the audience through their
well-rehearsed show is something they
can never forget. Not only do they get
the experience of performing for others,
they also experience working together.
Sophomore Emma Stroud stated, “The
best aspect of choir for me is all the
friends that I have made that became a
second family.” With the bond that they
grow, their chemistry shines through.
With many performing art groups
on campus, it is common for one to
believe that it is overwhelming to
practice for a performance as well as
keeping up with other aspects of their
lives. However, Davis believed that
“balancing school life and choir is not as
bad as it seems, just do not get behind.” It
is all about properly managing time, and
making sure not to overwork oneself.
This show is a must-see for those
wanting to watch a fun performance
of songs from musicals. Though this is
the last performance of the year, many
people can be sure to expect even more
shows next school year from the talented
choir groups on campus. For those
interested in being on next year’s vocal
teams, auditions are currently ongoing.
To inquire more information regarding
auditions, students can go to room 279.

Credit: Joshua Flack

For the past two months, Camerata has been working to improve their talents and will be performing to music such as “We Go Together.”

Nathan Ayala ‘22
Staff Writer
Since its release in May
1977, Star Wars has cultivated a
devoted and passionate fandom.
Beginning in 1999, the official
convention of the franchise,
Star Wars Celebration, has
been hosted in multiple cities
ranging from Los Angeles to
London. After being delayed
due to COVID-19, the event
will return to Anaheim for
the first time in seven years
in 2022. From May 26 to 29
2022, crowds of fans from all
over the globe will convene to
see what the next year has in
store for the galaxy far far away.
Despite having concluded
the Skywalker saga in December
2019, the future of Star Wars
seems more certain than ever.
Having had six seasons of
five different programs in the
last four years on Disney+,
Celebration 2022 promises to
showcase both a look ahead
and to the past. These are just
the tip of the iceberg as panels
touching on everything from
merchandise to publishing are
arranged. Many who gifted their
talents to the Star Wars Saga
are planning to attend. Senior
Joey Peterson expressed his
optimism stating, “[he] plans on
doing everything…” and further
went to elaborate he plans to
meet Dee Bradley Baker(who
most famously voiced the Clone
Troopers in The Clone Wars
series) and has a photo op with
Ewan McGregor (who played
Obi-Wan Kenobi in the prequel
trilogy and has reprised his role
for this year’s new Disney+
series). Both he and his brother,
Josh Peterson are attending
with some of their family and a

few friends. He is most excited
about Kenobi mentioning that
he “grew up with the prequel
series and [while he] was always
more of an Anakin guy [himself]
Obi Wan was always great¨.
Given that both are attending
from Friday to Sunday, this
means both are giving up their
Senior Grad Bash. They are
eager to attend this celebration
As mentioned before, a
look into the future of Star Wars
is promised, with a glimpse
at Disney+ series of the likes
of Kenobi (with two episodes
releasing on the second day of
the convection), Andor, and
The Mandalorian, as well as
animated work such as The Bad
Batch. However, retrospectives
on the past both those which
are recent memory; such as
the anime-inspired Star Wars
visions, and beyond, like the
original trilogy´s Return of the
Jedi are confirmed. This year also
marks the twentieth anniversary
of Star Wars Episode II: Attack
of the Clones and a panel
commemorating the soundtrack,
dubbed attack of the chords,
and a full on commemoration
of the film which ushered in a
new era of digital cinema, which
two decades later has become
an industry standard, has been
envisioned. Both LEGO and
Hasbro will have booths and
sneak peaks at future lines of
merchandise while Publishers
Del Rey and Marvel have ensured
that the future literature of the
Star Wars Universe will have its
moments during the weekend.
Star Wars has a history
of bringing people together.
With the future of the franchise
seeming more certain than
ever, it seems all but confirmed
that this year will be another
fine addition to the collection
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Inspirational Art Exhibit Celebrates Creativity and Success
Niyara Gray ‘22
Copy Editor
For the first time since
COVID-19, the campus
was available to students
and family on May 11 for
an in-person art display.
Viewers could notice the
skill upon entering the
room, thanks to the visual
arts teachers Mrs. Martha
Guy, Mrs. Grace Donnelly,
Mr. Cristos Thiveos and
their outstanding students
for putting it together. The
classes that participated in the
art show this year included,
Art 1, 2, and 3, as well as AP
Art and Design, Ceramics,
3D Art, and Photography.
The art show itself
consisted of a collection of
student works, with them
serving as assignments
throughout the year. This
exhibit was particularly
significant for the artists in
each class, as Guy explained,
“We’ve been doing an art
show [annually], however
this was the first opportunity
since
quarantine”
for
families and neighbors

Credit: Niyara Gray

Donnelly’s students presented the projects they have created this semester, including slab boxes, coil vessels and pinch pots as they learned new techniques for creating sculptures.

to personally come and
examine
the
artworks
developed by each student.
Guy also noted that, while
each piece in the gallery
took time to construct,
putting together the show
was rather timeless as it was
all set up the night of the
opening. Guy added, “I want

students to know that they’re
capable and that if they apply
themselves they can be good,
and if they work harder they
can be better.” Educators
hope that students will fully
appreciate their ingenuity
and be proud of their efforts.
Junior Chelsea Ross
was ecstatic to have her

n

Credit: Niyara Gray

For Art 2, the students collaborated on this expansive project to showcase their growing skills in realism.

art included in the show.
When discussing where she
gets ideas for her artwork,
Ross mentioned that “Black
history is what inspires most
of my artworks, but in the
future I [hope] to branch
out [with] my work so that
it can be interpreted by
many,” further elaborating
on the motivation behind
each of her pieces on display.
Additionally Ross mentioned
that “[It’s] cool having my
artwork displayed. It’s really
cool to hear people talk
about their interpretations,”
on unique works of art.
The one thing she feels that
she needed to bring her to
such a position of having
her paintings showcased
is “A lot of patience,
paintings take time and
patience,” she concluded.
Junior Kaden Fisher, an
artist on campus, also had a
few of his works on display
at the exhibit, sharing how
his personal style of artistic
expression relates to him
feeling hyper. As far as
inspiration, Fisher shares
that “I have lots of pent up

energy [and] I like to throw
things together,” in order to
create a piece that is more
in the art style of abstract
expressionism.
Fisher
described the feeling of
seeing his artwork displayed
for the first time as, “Crazy,
[it] is very contrast to many

of the other works, which is
good, [to] have a variety”.
The art show drew a full
room, with many intriguing
pieces on display. It is
the teachers’ intentions to
continue annually displaying
each student’s abilities in
the visual arts programs.

Credit: Niyara Gray

Chelsea Ross makes displays that highlight the importance of activism.

Life Finds a Way in the New Movie Jurassic World Dominion
Joshua Flack ‘24
Video Manager
For years, the Jurassic Park franchise
has filled audiences’ minds with exhilaration
and wonder. The series’ recent installments of
the Jurassic World films has brought a modern
touch to the classic franchise. On June 10, the
filmmakers will open the gates to Jurassic World
one last time with Jurassic World Dominion.
Universal Studios spared no expense with
the finale of Jurassic World. Characters such as
Owen Grady (Chris Pratt) and Claire Dearing
(Bryce Dallas Howard) will be returning to
headline the movie, along with classic characters
from Jurassic Park such as Alan Grant (Sam
Neil), Dr. Ellie Satler (Laura Dern), and Dr.
Ian Malcolm (Jeff Goldblum). Sophomore
Abraham Diaz expressed, “I feel like it has
been a twenty plus year story we have taken
with the characters.” Moreover, the films have
had a domino effect, where each nature-defying
action has led to new catastrophic outcomes. In
Dominion, characters will have encounters with
dinosaurs from around the world, after escaping
the island of Isla Nublar. The ecosystem will
be scrambled and the two species will have to
learn to coexist, or go extinct. The fate of the

world will lie at stake as the final decisions
of the Jurassic World series will be made.
The trailer has shown new characters and
new dinosaurs, such as Kayla Watts (DeWanda
Wise) a new protagonist. People are hoping
that the filmmakers can outdo themselves for
the finale. Fans hope that the two hour and
twenty-six minute epic will feature suspenseful
and grand dinosaur scenes, as that is what the
series is known for. Sophomore Liam Davis
stated, “I hope the movie’s not filled with just
human scenes. . .I don’t hate when there’s
just humans in a scene , but the dinosaurs
is[sic] the main thing people like about these
movies. . .I just hope that they can find a
good in between.” With the series ending,
the expectations are even higher because it
will be the concluding piece of the franchise..
Furthermore, this movie will be the last
in the series and many fans are excited to see
the grand conclusion. Davis expressed, “In a
way, it’s upsetting, but I rather they end it like
this by fleshing out all the characters with the
other movies, through many years and then
putting a nice conclusion in this one, rather
than just make [sic] multiple movies to try and
suck as much as they can out of this amazing
franchise. ” The series has been around since
2015 and while it may be exciting to see the

conclusion, it will also mean that something
that has been part of many people’s lives for
years, will also be over. Just because it is over
though is not necessarily bad. The ending
will finally reveal the consequences of what
humanity has created—prehistoric creatures
that wreak havoc. It may be ending, but now
fans will get to know what goes down. Delays
because of the pandemic have left fans waiting

since 2018. This is an exciting time for fans
because they get to enjoy the finale, while also
appreciating what the series has meant to them.
The original Jurassic Park was considered
groundbreaking at the time of release and has
continued to be a staple in pop culture since.
The stories have been crafted over time and
still continue. Therefore, fans are excited to see
Jurassic World Dominion launch this summer.

Credit: Universal

This long-awaited new installmment of Jurassic World will conclude the thrilling trilogy after seven years.
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Meet Noah: Vintage Tech Collector Stay Busy This Summer
Athena Ebuen ‘24
Staff Writer

they crack and it’s like, ‘oh it’s broken, got to buy a new
one.’ These things are built to last [for a long time].” he
explained. Many collectors, like Flechsig, collect such
items for many different reasons. In this
Since the creation of the internet, students have lived
case, he collects them because they
with evolving modern technology. Inventions such as
are simple and fun old-fashioned
smartphones, iPads, and other technology has pushed people
antiques. However, he does not let
to buy modern devices, as they are more efficient and help to
his sets just sit at home and collect
abandon old-fashioned ways of living. However, Sophomore
dust. At the beginning of the
Noah Flechsig is one of many that collects these vintage
school year, he began bringing a
technologies since it holds sentimental value in his life.
few of his collections at a time to
Flechsig’s interest in vintage technology began
show his friends. Although many
when he was eight years old. His grandparents gave
of his friends are absorbed in the
him some of their old-fashioned technology like
modern world of technology, they still
cameras and analog phones as they did not need it.
stop and examine Flechsig’s vintage
He has collected many vintage mechanics that
cameras. “I usually pass around
have been produced between the late 1940s to
the cameras and people
early 1990s including slide projectors, polaroid
will pretend to take
and movie cameras, recorders, and much
pictures of their
more. For example, Flechsig has the
friends or they’ll
Vernon 101 Dual 8 Movie Editor, which
want to figure out
allows users to edit 8-millimeter (mm)
how it works,” he
movies frame by frame. It is a simple
explained. Vintage
editing device that is compact, which
technology may
makes it easier to carry around.
be old, however,
Another item he owns is a slide
it still sparks
projector, one of which is modeled
b y
one’s interest to
the Sawyers Incorporation (Inc). Slide
projectors
be fascinated by
were used to look through a memory of photos using
these captivating
a slideshow. Nowadays, people swipe through their
technologies. He
galleries on their devices for their memories. One of
would rather carry
the most interesting ones he had collected so far was
a few extra pounds
a personal robot called Heathkit Hero Jr. This robot is
in his backpack and
a friendly robot that enjoys exploring nearby, finding
share some history with
humans, playing games and nursery rhymes, and
friends than let it sit idle.
can even be programmed to wake students up in the
Flechsig’s
morning. “It reminds me of R2-D2 since that’s when
interest in vintage
the [original trilogy] was released,” he elucidated.
technology
will
Although his collection does not necessarily
continue to grow as the
play a major role in his future, it does bring a sense
years go by. These oldof nostalgia to the collector. Old items tend to
fashioned antiques may not
possess unique qualities, or make collectors feel
be commonly used, but
more connected to the past. “They’re so simple
Credit: Athena Ebuen they still have some value
and yet so defective. Modern phones drop and Flechsig shows off his antique analog phone. for collectors like him.

Sophie Hall-Schorn ‘22
Copy Editor

As the summer draws near, many
are anticipating the much-needed break
after the long school year. Summer is a
great time for a variety of activities, for
every type of person. Whether one’s idea
of break is relaxation and rejuvenation
or having an eventful schedule, it is easy
to make the most out of the hot season.
Sometimes during break, it may
be tempting to stay indoors; going out
and spending time under the sun can
prove to be beneficial. Going out and
practicing a sport, going for daily walks
with a friend, or bike rides around one’s
neighborhood can be a fun way to
stay active. It does not have to be just
exercise though. Seeking out events
hosted locally are a great way to stay
occupied outdoors. Temecula will be
hosting a festival called Starlight Bazaar,
at the end of every month throughout
the summer, which is a great way to
spend time with family and friends
and enjoy live music, street performers
and interactive art. Not just locally, but
throughout Southern California there
are many big fairs that go on throughout
all of the months of summer, such as
the San Diego County Fair, which
can be fun for those who love to go
on amusement rides or try interesting
foods that are sold at these carnivals.
Summer can also be a good
opportunity for those who want to
take advantage of the free time that
the break offers. Teenagers who want
to get started in the workforce without
worrying about juggling it with school
work can look into getting a parttime job in the summer. Sophomore

JoyCelina Smith stated, “I am getting
my lifeguard certificate and looking into
getting my first job.” There are many
programs that can aid those students
who are looking to start job hunting.
Although it can be intimidating at first,
Smith believes that summer is the time
to “face your biggest fears.” Working
at places such as the pool, becoming
a counselor for a summer camp, or
babysitting are all high demand jobs that
are relatively easy that can help students
develop skills they can use for future
careers. Students who also want to get
prepared for the upcoming school year
can easily do so. The Temecula Valley
Unified School District (TVUSD) offers
accelerated courses during the summer.
Full credit is given to students who take
these courses. Studying or taking part
in educational programs can make the
transition easier when going from break
back to school in August. Though this
may not be ideal for some students.
Sometimes it is best to take the chance
to rest during this period. It is important
to take one’s health into consideration,
both
physically
and
mentally.
Sophomore Nakalah Nathans stated, “I
plan to sleep a lot.” Catching up on the
lack of sleep that can derive from school
can be an excellent way of rejuvenating
one’s self. Practicing mindfulness,
journaling or reading literature are
peaceful ways of staying relaxed but
also staying busy during the summer.
Summer provides a fresh start for
everyone, and it is encouraged to make
the most of it. It is time to start thinking
of what one wants to accomplish during
this break. Finding ways to engage
in a fulfilling summer will make it
unforgettable and create long lasting
memories with one’s friends and family.

Alexa Neal ‘22
Editor-in-Chief

Katherine McGee’s The Thousandth Floor is a glamorous
and dramatic vision of the lives of the teenage rich and famous
under the lens of new technologies and social structure. McGee’s
imagination and similarly matched science fiction prowess enable
the book to capture both the gossips and trivialities of the lives of its
protagonists as well as the more questionable advancements of the
near future. The Thousandth Floor takes place in the year 2118 and
follows the journeys of multiple teenage protagonists as their stories
ultimately weave towards a tragic conclusion. What makes McGee’s
work perfect for both older and younger audiences is her intelligence
and reasoning when presented with the possible implications of future technologies; McGee is
able to present the raw emotions and humanity of her characters while juxtaposing their human
conditions with the strange and unfamiliar world around them, yet in doing so she presents the
idea that people will always yearn for what they do not have, even when they seemingly
have every technological advancement and social status markers available to them.
McGee’s central vision may encapsulate the drama of adolescence
and the journey one takes in navigating social relationships, but the
stunning technology she presents and how she incorporates it into the
world of The Thousandth Floor showcases that even when humans have
everything they could hope to possess, and a life perfectly tailored to
them, they will still desire something beyond their far-reaching grasp.
Reagan Delahunty ‘25
Copy Editor

Sky Roman ‘24
A&E/Lifestyles Editor

These Violent Delights by Chloe Gong takes a unique spin
on Romeo and Juliet as it follows two rival gangs and a pair of
star-crossed lovers. 1920s Shanghai provides the setting for the
bloody feud between the Scarlet Gang and White Flowers where
the respective heirs, Julliete Cai and Roma Montagov, find
themselves trapped in the middle. As madness and death grip
the streets, Julliete and Roma must reluctantly work together to
stop the chaos and protect the city they both have fought to rule.
While I was not a major fan of Romeo and Juliet, I was
entirely enthralled by every part of These Violents Delights.
Gong did a beautiful job of taking the basic plot of Romeo and
Juliet and adding her own aspects to it in order to create an entirely unique story. The factor
that really builds the tension between the protagonists is the trajectory of their relationship.
Juliette and Roma follow a messy path of going from enemies to friends to lovers to
enemies once again and finally lovers once more. This complicated relationship led
to tense interactions between the characters as they had to grudgingly put aside
their differences and pasts in order to save Shanghai. This tension kept me
from ever wanting to put the book down. Finally, Gong is a spectacular
writer and weaves words gracefully to create a perfect book of love,
heartbreak, and destruction. This book has easily earned the title of
one of my favorites. Enthusiasts of fantasy, complicated love stories,
and mystery will not be disappointed by These Violent Delights.

Book
Recommendations

If I Stay is a young adult novel by
Gayle Forman which follows the story of
seventeen-year-old Mia Hall as she deals
with the aftermath of a catastrophic car accident
involving the loss of her family. Throughout
the story she has no memories of the accident as
she sees what is going on through an out-of-body
experience in which she watches the actions around her; her
close friends, and her family at the hospital. She is left to figure out what
she has lost, what she has left, and make an incredibly hard decision.
The book follows Mia’s story through flashbacks that show
readers what her life was like before the accident. Mia continues to
go back and forth between past and present as she looks at past relationships and future possibilities
to decide what her future may look like. Her options are between staying with her grandparents and
her boyfriend, Adam, as she tries to move on with the pain of living without her mother, father, and
little brother, or she can choose death. The guilt of being the only survivor is haunting for Mia, but
a future with Adam and her musical career is still an option. The heart-wrenching story escalates
throughout the novel as the decision comes closer, leaving readers to wonder what she will do.
I recommend this book to anyone who enjoys reading, especially books that will impact someone
personally. The musically inclined characters, realistic situations, and loving relationships make the
read an overall enjoyable experience. I believe If I Stay is a rewarding read for any student who loves
a good book. This novel will make you cry, laugh, and ultimately be disappointed the story has to end.
I loved how relatable the book can be, though not always directly, you can witness tough decision
making, learning to live with guilt or grief, and that there is always a bright side to a situation.

Niyara Gray ‘22
Copy Editor

They Both Die At The End, written
by Adam Silvera, an American young
adult fiction author, was released in 2017
and is a fantastic novel for individuals who
appreciate plotlines with a little bit of ambiguity.
As a New York Times bestseller, it is a heartbreaking
story that emphasizes the value of living in the moment
and maintaining a positive outlook despite impending disaster.
Mateo and Rufus will be the novel’s two primary
protagonists, and the story begins with them as complete
strangers. Death-Cast is a company that can anticipate citizens’
deaths and calls to notify them within twenty-four hours of the tragedy occurring. As you
may expect, chaos is bound to ensue. In this alternate world, Death-Cast is an organization
that calls them both to notify them. Instead of going to extremes to evade their final
moments, Mateo and Rufus both download Last Friend, an app that allows them to meet
people and connect with others on their last day. The story explores topics rangings from the
weight of feeling ostracized by society, passing alone, death’s unpredictability, the power
of companionship, and the realities of existing as a non-hetero minority youth of color.
Since it is so natural to become connected to the protagonists, the story has such a rich and
warm feel to it. This classic romantic tragedy ends with a striking passage that will definitely
shock readers upon discovery. In order to add to the depth, it will encourage readers to not only
cherish the tender moments of life but ask that individuals open up to the idea of new experiences
and allow friendships and relationships to blossom despite society’s approval or time constraints.
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Band Ending on a High-Note With Long-Anticipated Concert
Joshua Flack ‘24
Video Manager
Music is not shaped through performance,
but instead through practice. This is because as
skills develop, the music can also better take
form. The band department is no exception and
they put much of their effort into instrumental
practices so that they can perform. After
spending a majority of the school year learning
and practicing, the band will be able to showcase
their skills through performance one last time
this school year on May 26 at 6PM in the gym.
The band department’s upcoming spring
concert will feature the symphonic winds, the
string orchestra and the wind ensemble, which
are the main sections of the band. The song list
will feature folk songs, solos, ensembles, string
orchestra and wind ensemble repertoires and
they will even perform songs from Kung Fu
Panda and The Avengers. Unlike some other
concerts this year, this show has a purely diverse
set list that does not include a specific theme.
In addition, Junior Jack Wang, a percussionist,
exclaimed, “We had a winter concert and then
we had a festival and we’ve been preparing
for the. . .spring concert ever since. . .What’s
so exciting is this concert is. . .probably gonna
be the most. . .technically [sic] wise difficulty
ones. . . we’re just. . .like all practicing for it.
. .It’s gonna be a great show. It’s gonna be a
great time.” The culmination of events is what

Credit: Joshua Flack

Mr. Jasso has been preparing for this specific event with his students for weeks to perfect their performance.

has prepared the team for now. For seniors as
well, this will be their final show of their high
school career. Along with this are people who
are passionate about music, but they do not
necessarily want to perform with a band, it may
be their last performance ever. Senior Chloe

Reyes, a percussionist, is among these people.
She stated, “For me personally, since I’m
going to college, I’m probably not going to be
in band. . .it’s like a hobby I guess.” This final
performance is meaningful to many musicians
throughout the department because they are

passionate about their instruments, no matter
what they plan on doing with music in the future.
Furthermore, it is also the last show of
Mr. Juan Jasso’s first year teaching band. He
expressed, “The fact that I’m able to hear and
see the growth throughout the year is kind of the
biggest thing because. . .when it’s so early on, it’s
always a little rocky and now that we’re kind of
towards the end and we’re really kind of coming
to a close, it’s really nice to have this kind of
feeling of security and confidence knowing that,
you know, they know what they know and that
it’s gonna be great no matter what.” The year
is wrapping up and the team is working hard,
while also having fun, in order to deliver a show
stopping performance . He also exclaimed, “We
have practices pretty much every day during
class and we’ve had the pieces for a few months
now, about a month and a half, so not too much
time, but at least enough time for us to. . .really
dive into the piece. . .and then. . .really. . . put
it together where we feel we’re gonna be able
to do it justice for the performance.” The band
cares about the quality of the music and wants
to have the best possible opportunity to display
their skills. Jasso, in his first year, has been able
to prepare his students for their performances
and for their musical futures with much success.
The band department is talented, but that
does not mean they do not always strive to
improve. This concert is a representation of
what they have learned, but it also displays
the talent of the department as a whole.

Jordan Taal: A Rising Actor Behind the Scenes of Stage Tech
Sky Roman ‘24
A&E/Lifestyles Editor
Having the opportunity to showcase
one’s spectacular talents, especially a
talent that they feel utmost passion for,
can be an incredible experience. It is an
opportunity that Senior Jordan Taal, who
has a passion for performing arts, has
been granted throughout his highschool
career. Being in both Advanced Drama and
Advanced Improvisation, he has shown
incredible dedication and has devoted
a lot in order to get to where he is today.
Since childhood, performing arts
piqued the interest of Taal. He recalls
performing in plays, and his grandpa being
the one to encourage him. “My grandpa
was always that person that encouraged me
to do things that I thought I could do. . .
He told me, ‘Jordan, you gotta push, push
ahead,’ and ‘I know you are gonna do good
in this field.’” Ever since then, drama has
been a huge part of his life, as it gave him
the push he needed to pursue his passion.
Throughout the many performances by the
drama department, he had landed many
smaller roles. However, he landed one of
the leading roles of the play Silent Laughter.
It was his first lead role he had gotten on
campus. Nevertheless, his lead role only
made him realize “how a show cannot
happen without the smaller roles. . . they
are the thing that sort of drives the show.”
Although the lead roles may be an important
part of any performance, a good show is
made up of many smaller components.
Regardless of his role in a performance, he
believes the most rewarding part of being
apart of a performance is just being in the
moment, and truly “living the character’s

life.” Though performing in front of a
live audience could be nerve wracking
for some, Taal feels relaxed, as if nobody
is watching him. It is not until the end of
the play where he snaps back into reality,
and realizes the audience is cheering,
which makes him feel “very, very good.”
Taal’s involvement in extracurriculars
can be difficult to manage alongside his
school work, considering he needs to
dedicate time to both his passion and
education. However, he ensures that if
he is at rehearsal, he solely focuses on
rehearsal, and when he is at home, he
focuses on his school work. “It is really
just finding that time, like the appropriate
time to focus on each thing.” Though he
finds that oftentimes, the lessons he learns
in drama become applicable outside of his
performances, too. Though as a child he
was scared of speaking in public, he stated
that getting into performing arts “really
helped me with presentations. . . and with
improv, it helps because if you do not know
what to think, you can just quickly think
it in your head.” Not only does he divide
his time between his education, but he also
has other interests that he dedicates time
to, like drawing and writing. Though it can
be tough, he manages to pull through while
giving his best in all aspects of his life.
As his senior year is starting to come
to an end, Taal has been envisioning the
life he will live after graduation. He aims
to possibly get onto a broadway show,
or get into the film industry as a film
critic, as film has always interested him,
and it ties to his passion for performing
arts. Whether it is on stage or behind the
scenes, the experiences he has gained
throughout high school will certainly
guide him to a path that is right for him.

Credit: Jordan Taal

Jordan Taal recently was featured in the production of Something Rotten! as a fortune teller.

Svetlana Hohol ‘25
School News Editor
Since coming back
from a virtual school
year, many groups on
campus have hosted
exciting events such
as the Luau and Mr.
Puma. However, there
is a certain group on
campus who helps
light up these events to
give an exciting time
for students. Platinum
Stage Productions is
equipped with a series
of technology such as
screens,
headlights,
soundboards,
and
speakers. They have
planned to help take
shows to the next
level. Platinum Stage
Productions, also called
stage tech, was approved
for funding to buy new
and advanced equipment
as they ready to help
groups
on
campus
produce more grand
and thrilling shows.
Even
before
the
start
of
the
COVID-19 pandemic,
the student-run group
had contributed to the
production of many
school events and after
restrictions were lifted
they have been able to
produce shows with
drama, American Sign
Language (ASL), dance
teams,
Associated
Student Body (ASB),
and
other
groups
around campus. They
are able to do put-on
shows in almost any
type of area such as the
performing arts center
(PAC), quad, gym, and
the field. In order to use
their services, groups
on campus would have
a meeting with them

Credit: Svetlana Hohol

Sophomore Ericka Clapper operates a headlight that they use for various productions.

to discuss their vision
for the event they want
to put on. Proceeding
into the planning, there
is one student who
is chosen to lead the
project. Junior Emme
Rogers said “About
running the shows, I was
super nervous I would
mess up the whole thing,
but I kinda just learned
and [our advisor, Mr.
Scott] Carey was a huge
help.”The team creates
a diagram of what the
theme is, what the
stage will look like, and
what technology they
need to achieve this.
The finished visionary
board would be brought
up to the group to
discuss changes, or
approvals that would
be issued. Stage tech

receives funding from
the group for the
creation of the project.
The program has
been working with
the same equipment
for many years. They
decided if they want
grander
events
on
campus, they need an
upgrade. After some
research, they collected
new and advanced
technology they can
use for shows, such as
the Rasha Rion lights
which are able to create
various light shows
and backgrounds. Also,
new Yamaha speakers
produce a louder sound
and are easier to manage.
It does not have to use
many cables, making
it cheaper and cleaner.
The last upgrade they

requested to ASB was to
purchase screens from
Carl’s Place, which give
off better quality and are
able to be used safely
outside at other events
like movie nights, and
outside parties. ASB
approved the request and
will fund the upgrades.
The group is currently
in the process of the
production of awards,
Rivals, graduation, and
the end of the year rally.
Platinum
Stage
Producttions
gives
groups on campus an
opportunity to use highend technology for their
exciting performances.
Not only do they help
put on the huge events
students enjoy, but
they save money and
benefit the campus.
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Godfrey Sets New Shot Put Record Powder Puff Makes a Comeback
Julian Stanfield ‘24
Staff Writer

and
him

coach for influencing and guiding
throughout
his
throwing
career.
At the start of the season, Godfrey stated
that he was somewhat slow at getting back
Holding a refined, heavy ball of steel in into the rhythm of shot put practices but he
one hand, Junior Leland Godfrey musters up eventually overcame it. His goals for this year’s
all his strength into forcing the ball against season included beating the school’s shot put
gravity. As it splits the air and then crashes into record, which he was able to accomplish in a
the hardened earth, a sense of pride can be seen meet against Murrieta Valley High School with
across his face. Godfrey had just broken the a distance of fifty-two inches. Godfrey was
school record for the farthest shot put throw. able to achieve this goal through lifting and by
Originally a player for the Freshman
throwing constantly during the past offseason.
Football team, Godfrey chose to do
He mentioned that it felt good to break the
shot put his freshman year after
school record, which was set before he was
deciding that his height might not
born. He also competed in the California
be suitable for football. During that
Interscholastic
Federation
(CIF)
same year, the pandemic struck and
tournament and although Godfrey has
unfortunately canceled the track and
achieved great feats, he is still working to
field season. “I say I took it seriously
improve his throwing. “The other throwers
going into the sophomore year so
are generally a lot stronger than what I say
[I’ve really been playing for] about
I am [and] there’s always stuff I can always
two years now, probably three,”
change in technique, so there is still a lot of
he stated. Godfrey was inspired by
work to be done,” Godfrey explained.
his father, who did shot put in
He has been utilizing the weight
college, and his brother, who
room to work out and get
also did the sport at the
stronger to make sure
school, to do shot
he performs better.
put as well and has
Godfrey is also
since then gotten
working to make
physically
sure that he can
stronger. He
break the record
claimed that
several more
he
has
times, stating
gained
that
“it’ll
a better
be broken
work ethic
a
bunch
because
more times
of shot put
before I’m
and that has
done [with
helped him to
high school].”
socialize and make
Personalityconnections as many of
wise, whether or not
his friends come from
he is throwing the shot put,
different schools. He
Godfrey is serious but also
explained that the shotlaid-back. Nearing his
putters from other
senior year and last season
schools are “there to
of high school shot put,
support each other, so
he is looking to continue
it’s a great community
competing after high
[to be in].” He also
school and hopes to throw
Credit: Leland Godfrey for Cal Poly Pomona
credits
his
father,
b r o t h e r , Godfrey has been a star shot put thrower for Varsity Boys Track and Field. U n i v e r s i t y .

Nerissa Moore ‘23
Sports Editor
From
jock
straps
to pony tails, the spring
sports season calls in for a
yearly change in football
at Chaparral High School.
With the progression of
the 2021-22 Flag Football
season, athletes suit up
for the near ending of
the Powder Puff season.
With Powder Puff being
a yearly tradition around
the U.S. of female athletes
participating in flag football,
lady pumas at Chaparral are
absolutely no exception.
Describing this initial season
as “fun”, Junior Campbell
Peterson is a first-time
player with the team, and
this welcoming season is
one Peterson is sure to never
forget. “I think the greatest
memories looking back on
the season was practicing
after school, and being with
the coaches. Coach Ramer
and Coach Hess are so
awesome and really know
how to get us working as a
team,” Peterson commented.
To Head Coach Mr. Andrew
Ramer, the girls’ excitement
really shows through. “The
girls are eager to learn and
compete in everything they
do. The girls have been
fantastic to coach and a
tremendous group to be
around,” Ramer commented.
Being one of the team’s
major strongpoints, the
girls never fail to show up
for each other, whether out
playing on the field or just
hanging on the sidelines.
Peterson shared, “In our
first game, there were so

Credit: @chs_puma_athletics

Sophomore Aubree Crump and Senior Hunter Simon lead Pumas.

many players that didn’t
get to play but still were
there for us cheering.”
With such a short
season, the girls made sure
to power through with
all their might combined.
Taking aspects from many
other sports, the girls were
quick to pick up the game.
Ramer shared, “It is a short
season and we are trying
to do a lot in that period of
time. . .A lot of girls played
other sports which [was]
helpful but this is [their] first
time playing football and
they are doing a great job
understanding the game.”
Facing each game with
determination, the players
look back on the season
seeing that teamwork really
is what brings them forward.

Peterson mentioned, “My
biggest takeaway from
this season is how you
really have to work as a
team to get the win. When
we all worked together it
showed excellence and the
outcome was us winning.”
Looking back at the last
five years, Ramer’s goal
is to continue the winning
streak they have built.
As the girls approach
their last game of the season,
they will face competitors
today in the city Sugar Bowl,
where the other high schools
in the city will gather for
the Powder Puff finals.
The team will walk into
the game with headstrong
determination, ready to
combine teamwork, working
towards the same goal.

Athlete Spotlights
Photos and Spotlights by
Julian Stanfield ‘24 and Jackson Gamero ‘24
Staff Writers

Calvin Maggiore-Anet ‘22
Varsity Boys Lacrosse

Senior Calvin MaggioreAnet has been excelling on the
lacrosse playing field for the
Varsity Boys Lacrosse team
ever since his sophomore
year. He first started playing
lacrosse when he was a
freshman on the Junior
Varsity Boys Lacrosse team,
deciding to play because of
the physicality of the sport.
“It was after football season,
so I was a football player, and
I decided to come out and
play because it looked like
an awesome, physical sport,”

Maggiore-Anet explained. So
far, Maggiore-Anet has looked
up to older alumnus who have
played lacrosse for the school.
To this point, MaggioreAnet feels that Varsity Boys
Lacrosse Coach Mr. Simon
Bernaldo has helped him the
most, more specifically in
teaching him how to play the
sport. The school’s lacrosse
program has also helped
Maggiore-Anet, giving him
a “team bond” that he felt
he could not create alone, as
well as a brotherhood. He
described that his teammates
are now his best friends. His
career has not been without
hardship however, as he broke
his leg during his freshman
year. Despite this, he was
able to pull through and
overcame it through physical
therapy and by still doing
what he was physically able
to do. As he moves into his
college years, Maggiore-Anet
plans on playing lacrosse at
San Diego State University.

Angelina Mendoza ‘22

Varsity Girls Softball

Star
athlete
Senior
Angelina Mendoza has been
on the field for the Varsity
Girls Softball team for one
year now and has committed to
Friends University in Wichita,
Kansas for her athletic and
academic
advancement.
Mendoza chose to commit
to Friends University for a
variety of reasons, citing “the
type of scholarship that they
were offering me, and when I
went out for my visit, I really
enjoyed the campus.” She
also talked of the relationship

that she built with the current
softball team at the college.
Mendoza first started playing
softball when she was about
six years old. She decided to
start playing because of her
father, who has helped her
the most so far in her career.
After playing, she fell in
love with the sport and has
continued in the sport to the
point that she is at now. So
far in her career, Mendoza has
looked up to former softball
player and U.S. Olympian
Lisa Fernandez. Despite the
success that she has had,
Mendoza’s career has not
been without hardship, the
hardest of which for Mendoza
was the overall recruitment
process and being able to
remain in contact with college
coaches despite the long
distances. As Mendoza moves
through her final year of high
school and into college, she
looks forward to being at
Friends University for the
next four years of her life.

Caleb Motluck ‘25
Varsity Boys Volleyball

Entering his first year
of high school and playing
volleyball, Freshman Caleb
Motluck steps onto the Varsity
Boys Volleyball team with lots
of motivation and potential by
his side. Motluck has only
been playing volleyball for
a couple of months and was
introduced to competitive
volleyball through the high
school team. He decided
volleyball was his sport
of choice because his dad
coached the sport for thirtythree years. Motluck does

*re-ran due to incorrect name

well at passing the ball and he
hopes to refine his skills as a
player throughout the season.
The older players on the team
have given him support and
helped him to improve with
advice and encouragement.
“They’ve. . .taught me quite
a bit about volleyball [and
they have] been great teachers
[to me],” Motluck expressed.
Unfortunately, his height
gives him a disadvantage
since he is the shortest player
on the team. This makes it
harder for him as the ball
could be too high for him to
hit at times. Despite his height
and lack of experience when it
comes to volleyball, Motluck
has still been able to shine on
the court and be a key player.
In the future, Motluck desires
to go to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT)
or the California Institute of
Technology (Caltech) with
a scholarship if possible and
wants to get a job that requires
computer science skills.
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Girls Lacrosse Ends Successful Season After Third Round of CIF
Jackson Gamero ‘24
Staff Writer

The
Varsity
Girls
Lacrosse team has finished
their season for the 2021-22
school year, one which has
been highlighted by a variety
of prestigious achievements.
Led by Head Coaches Mr. Noel
Trout and Mr. Pat Mawhinney,
the team was named Temecula
City
Champions
after
defeating both Great Oak
High School and Temecula
Valley High School two
times each. They were able to
advance into the third round
of California Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) playoffs.
The team started off
the season on a good note,
winning their first four games,
which included a blowout

win over Norco High School
that ended with a score of 191, Chaparral. According to
Coach Trout, this season was
one of expectation. He said,
“This year’s team had some
lofty expectations because of
the number of seniors and our
off[-]season work.” In the eyes
of Senior Zoey DavidsonNash, this season was one
of “intensity”. They focused
on the concept of intensity,
even chanting it in team
huddles so as to push them
to keep going and never give
up. This season was also one
of memories being made by
the team, such as when they
won their first CIF playoff
game against Northwood
High School in overtime.
Once the team got into
league play, they underwent
stretches of dominance, as

well as a tougher stretch
where they lost two straight
games. However, they were
able to finish with an overall
Southwestern League (SWL)
record of 7-3, good for second
place overall in the SWL.
Throughout the season,
the team had parts of the game
in which they excelled and
parts in which they struggled.
Davidson-Nash feels that
the team was able to do an
excellent job at working
together and being able to play
with everyone on the team.
However, the team was not
always as cohesive, struggling
with the concept at first.
Senior Mariah Querequincia
agreed that the team struggled
to build chemistry at first
while also crediting their
defense as another part of
the game in which they

Credit: @chs_puma_athletics

Junior Mya Salcedo dodges around her opponents during the first CIF game against Northwood High School.

Credit: @girlspumalax

The team won the first CIF game against Northwood High School but unfortunately lost in the quarterfinals.

excelled. Coach Trout took
a different perspective on
what the team struggled with,
explaining that not being
able to get ground balls cost
them, more specifically in
their last game of the season.
The team chemistry that
the team was able to build
was an important factor to
their success. Coach Trout
explained, “The girls did a
great job [of] lifting each other
up. The family atmosphere
is something we work at. We
don’t allow drama and if we
see it we deal with it straight

on. . .that kills a lot of it early.”
In fact, the cohesiveness that
was present among the team
made the game easier for
them. “I think we can pass
easier to each other and we
just communicate better on
the field, so we can make
better plays,” DavidsonNash explained. The team
built their chemistry to get it
to the point they finished at
by hanging out together and
spending more time together,
Querequincia
explained.
As the team looks back
on their season, they were

ultimately unable to achieve
their two main goals of being
crowned Southwestern League
champions
and
winning
CIF playoffs. However, the
program was still able to
improve in the eyes of Coach
Trout. “The group as a whole
is very talented and athletic.
We [had] the most depth
of talent as we [have] ever
had,” Coach Trout explained.
Looking into the future
towards next season, Coach
Trout looks forward to seeing
who on the team will step up
and become a team leader.

Pumas Play at Storm Boys Golf Sends Frye and Song to CIF
Madison Hudson ‘22
Staff Writer
The Varsity Boys Baseball
team took an exciting trip on
Thursday, April 21 to the Lake
Elsinore Storm Stadium to
face the Great Oak Wolfpack
in a six-team tournament.
Each team was matched up
against one another based on
their schedule of the week.
The intense and exhilarating
games were a sight to see and
a great matchup for the team.
As the boys entered
the field, they started their
warmups and began to aim
their focus on their opponents.
The starting pitcher of the
game, Senior Jack Pavlosky,
took his position on the
mound and began to throw
strikes one after another, the
teamwork of the basemen and
outfielders supporting him
as well. Playing collectively
and working together as one
helped the boys come out with
a strong start. Catcher and first
baseman Senior Cody Stordahl
was ready for an exciting and
thrilling game as he made
many significant plays and was
ready for anything to come his
way. “This experience was
something I never thought
I would get the opportunity
to do so having the ability to
play in this game at the Storm
Stadium my senior year.
. .was a once in a lifetime
occasion,” Stordahl stated.
With this event taking place,
Stordahl’s favorite memory

on the field was hitting
the ball off the fence and
hearing the crowd cheering.
As the boys started with
a 4-0 record, many of the
players got the opportunity to
take their places on the field
and experience the thrill of
playing on a semi-professional
baseball field. There were
multiple pitchers who got
their chance to pitch against
their opponent and Senior
Dakota Henson took his place
on the mound after Pavlovsky
and began to do what he
does best. “The experience
was surreal, and being able
to play on a field that I have
watched professional baseball
games on when I was younger
was amazing. Being able
to experience this event
with my friends made the
whole occasion much more
enjoyable,” Henson said.
This team came together
and played their hearts until
the last ball was thrown
across home plate. Although
the team ended with a loss,
the experience that these
players got to put under their
belts is one to remember. The
cheering from both the crowd
and the players was such an
electric feeling for all, which
inspired and encouraged the
team throughout the rest of
their season. As their season
is now over, the seniors
enjoyed leaving their mark
on the field. The athletes are
looking towards the future of
the team and are preparing for
what is to come next spring.

Dallin Grey ‘24
Copy Editor
After a short season at
the end of the 2020-2021
school year, the Varsity
Boys Golf team has since
competed at a very high
level. The team competed in
a total of twenty-one matches
from the beginning of the
preseason in March to the
end of the regular season in
April, and they performed
very well overall. At the
league finals, Freshman Troy
Song and Junior Chayce
Frye both qualified for the
all-league team and the
California
Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) tournament.
Frye competed yesterday in
the CIF-Southern Section
Southern California Golf
Association
Qualifiers
match at River Ridge
Golf Club in Oxnard with
hopes to advance to the
individual
championships.
Over the course of
both the preseason and the
regular season, the team
was constantly practicing
and seeking to improve.
The members of the team
practiced
with
different
swing coaches throughout
the season, improving their
opening drives as well as other
strokes along the course. The
team sought low scores in
every match, and though the
season started a little rough,
they gradually advanced
and ended very strong. Head

Coach Mr. Jonathan Mitchell
noted, “We beat the teams we
should have and gradually
got better. . .You don’t have
to win to practice and be
a winner. We have fun but
honestly, we have to practice
with every intent to win.”
Song also saw how his skills
progressed from one match
to the next. He stated that he
“wasn’t [too] proud of [his]
performance in the beginning
of the season but [he] ended
pretty decent[ly].” Song set
some personal goals for the
season, including finishing
in the top ten individually in
the league as a freshman and
to put up good scores. Next
season he hopes to repeat
his success and then some,
looking to finish in the top
five rather than the top ten.
Though each golfer
competes in hopes to
develop themselves, it is
also important for the team
to work well together and
encourage each other to put
in their best effort. Coach
Mitchell was very proud of
the teamwork they displayed,
and each player held each
other accountable as they
attempted to move onto the
CIF tournament as a team
rather than just as individuals.
Coach
Mitchell
noted
that the team built strong
connections with each other
“by hanging out on long days
on the course[;] the bonds
[they] create move over to
the everyday lives which
. . .is the most important.”

The
teammates
became
good friends as the season
progressed, lifting each other
up when they fell short of their
aspirations. They focused on
never making excuses and
always putting forth a great
effort, which helped them to
build the strong character that
is critical for golfers. “Golf

reach new heights next season,
hoping to win the league
championship and go deeper
into the state tournament. To
maximize the training of the
golfers, Coach Mitchell is
encouraging members of the
team to enroll in the weights
class on campus and take an
online course so that they
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Junior Chayce Frye attempts to chip his golf ball out of the sand.

is a tough sport,” Mitchell
commented. “[Y]ou have so
many different aspects that
you have to work on. The
biggest is how you act. Golf
is the ultimate character
sport. Our golf team is well
mannered and well behaved.”
The golf team looks to

can get to the course early
for practices. “Next year is
[going to] be a good year
for the team,” Song claimed.
The team looks forward to
being a top competitor in the
league and hopes to maintain
the character they have built
throughout past seasons.

The Year In
Review
What has been your
favorite high school
memory?

What are some
things that you plan
on doing over the
summer?

What are you going
to miss most about
high school or this
school year?

“I am going to miss my cool teachers in
my classes because they had a good impact
on me this year.”
-Josiah Perez ‘25

What do you wish you
knew at the beginning
of high school?

“My favorite high school memory is a
tradition my friends and I have of, after
every big school event, going to In-N-Out
to decompress.”
-Chloe Utesch ‘22

“During my last summer of high school, i
plan on going to the beach, tanning by the
pool and spending lots of time with my
friends and family.”
-Emma Hacking ‘22

“I wish I knew that anything can happen
and that it is okay to make mistakes.”
-Sophia Hernandez ‘22

“My favorite [high school] memory would
probably be the football games because it’s
so fun seeing everyone there and getting
all dressed up and the DJ was always so
good.”
-Kylie Laguna ‘22

“This summer, I plan on spending my time
with my loved ones, as well as exercising
and spending lots of time at the beach.”
-Savannah Fuentes ‘24

“The thing I’m going to miss about highschool is lunch in Mrs. Grover’s room. I’ve
met the most amazing people there and
leaving after graduation will be the most
bittersweet experience of my life.”
-Kylee Seamans ‘22

“I wish I knew how high school was going
to make me more mature mentally and
physically, in postive and a negative way
I say this because u really do change as a
person in high school.”
-Kain Chessmen ‘24

“Taking my last bow in Something
Rotten!.”
-Angelo Cabuguas ‘22

“I plan to go to Germany with my family
and taking time for myself.”
-Sebastian Tellez ‘25

“Being able to relax without the pressure
of hard classes.”
-Kevin Yang ‘24

“I wish I knew to not procrastinate until
midnight and mantain a healthy sleep
schedule.”
-Bryce Damschen ‘24

“All the times I spent in the music room.
It feels like another famiy because you
develop a bond with the people that have
the same interests.”
-Dezi Ramos ‘25

“I’m going to Vegas for a volleyball
tournament and going to SeaWorld.”
-Shea Sunderland ‘25

“Something that I am going to miss about
high school is all of the people that I have
met and have to leave.”
-Tera Sims ‘22

“One thing I wish I knew before you came
into high school was not everything is
going to stay the same, things will change
and everyone evolves as a person.”
-Aylene Lopez ‘22

