Volume 9 - Issue 3

Chaparral High School

Temecula, CA 92591

December 10, 2021

The
PLATINUM
PREVIEW Students Spread Holiday Spirit by Helping Others

SCHOOL NEWS

Changes to Library
Make Students
Feel at Home
Page 2

EDITORIALS

The Dark Reality of
Living With a
Materialistic Point of
View
Page 6

A&E

Svetlana Hohol ‘25
School News Editor

With the holidays approaching,
so does another season of generosity.
In the spirit of giving, the school
came together with a variety of
donations given to those in need.
With contributions ranging from
hygiene necessities to goodiefilled shoe boxes, these donations
supported families who do not have a
home to go to for the holidays, or for
those who are financially struggling.
With the help of students and staff,
many lives around the community
were, and are, greatly impacted.
Jacob’s House
This year, the Associated Student
Body (ASB) set up a collaboration
with Jacob’s House in Temecula.
Jacob’s House is a non-profit
organization that gives people an
opportunity to visit loved ones in the
hospital. They offer free services and
a place to stay for people who can not
see their hospitalized loved ones due
to long distance or traveling expenses.
Donations were being collected
from October 27 to November 10,
but ASB still welcomed any extra
donations past that date. Donations
included paper towels, lunch box
items, hygiene products, and cleaning
supplies. Those who donated could
have received up to ten hours of
community service. This drive
made a difference, not only to those
who are in need, but to students as
well. Sophomore Nikhil Jadav, the
lead organizer for the drive, said,
“I really got to see what was going
on, and I got to visit Jacob’s House
a lot, and I got to know the people
there, and it really feels like I am
making a difference.” With the help
of this drive, it is helping many more
families reunite with their loved ones
to enjoy yet another holiday season.

Canned Food Drive
This year’s Canned Food Drive gave
students the chance to help families in
need get access to a meal. The school
partnered with Temecula Food pantry,
which gave students and staff time
to donate canned goods through the
dates of October 27 to November 10.
When the collection came to a close,
there was an overall number of 1824
cans. That is enough food to feed
many families this holiday season.
The goods were then sent to the food
pantry to be distributed to families
around the community. These families
can be either struggling financially,
or unable to access cooked meals.
Many people have to anxiously spend
their lives trying to find their next
meal. This is why the drive makes
a great impact and is so important
for the community. Freshman Emily
Daprato, an ASB organizer of the
event, said, “We collect cans for
people who don’t have money for
food, so it’s an easy meal.” With
the generosity from students and
staff, many families will not have
to worry about their next meal and
can just enjoy the holidays together.
Toy Drive
The goal of the Toy Drive was
to give veterans and their families
another happy holiday season to
remember. ASB partnered with
Veterans Supplemental Support
Network (VSSN) to collect board
games, stuffed animals, puzzles
and other fun activities for veteran
families. ASB started taking donations
on November 1 and will stop
accepting contributions on December
14. The collection of toys will be
taken to be distributed at Temecula
Mall’s Winter Wonder Lane in front
of the regal theatre on December
16. From the hours of 6PM to 9PM,
ASB and VSSN passed out toys to
veterans and their relatives. Senior
Abby Kiler, an organizer of the toy
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Sophomores Cayla Olson and Colett Arechiga personalize letters for the OCC drive.

drive, said, “It’s really cool to see the
little kids and parents, and how happy
they get over these things that might
not be a big deal to other people.”
Many veterans and their loved ones
have been financially affected after
service, so many families don’t
get to experience the full joy of the
holidays. With the success of the
drive putting smiles on people’s faces,
the event gave hope to many veteran
families around the community.

Operation Christmas Chld
While another holiday season
continues on, Operation Christmas
Child (OCC) makes its return for
yet another year of spreading hope
to people around the world. Every
year, this organization creates boxes
full of love to give to children in
need. Many kids do not have the
privilege of receiving presents during
the holidays, so it was this year’s
goal to send boxes full of goodies
to kids in the Pacific Islands. ASB
partnered with Samaritan’s Purse to
collect hygienic items, toys, and other
basic necessities. Students had the
opportunity to pack all the items into
a personalized wrapped gift. There
was also a complimentary Christmas

card, so the person who received
the box has the opportunity to write
a letter back. This event impacted
hundreds of lives with 223 children
receiving gifts this Christmas. This
experience really changed people’s
perspective of things with Freshman
Lily Pena, who helped with this event
and said, “I am beyond thankful I
was able to help with OCC, it really
helps me be more blessed with my
surroundings.” The contribution
students made gave many kids in need
hope and happiness this Christmas.
The efforts that students made this
holiday season changed countless
lives. Each donation will give a part
in helping those who are struggling
this holiday season. All drives had
similar goals in helping those in
need, each one with its own soulful
purpose. With the Canned Food
Drive helping to fight against hunger,
Jacob’s house reuniting loved ones,
the Toy Drive giving hope to those
who were affected after service, and
the OCC giving joy to kids around the
world, these various events were truly
worthwhile. They impacted the lives
of many, and with these drives, it shall
continue for many seasons to come.
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ASB students pose with cans and food collected at annual food drive. They collected a total of 1824 cans and nonperishable goods to be distributed to families in the community.

State Mandates New Start Time Beginning in Fall
Milyn Francis ‘25
Assistant Video Manager
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In 2019, California
Governor Gavin Newson
signed the California Senate
Bill 328, which requires
all California high schools
to begin classes no earlier
than 8:30AM and possibly

ending around 3:45PM,
beginning in August of the
2022-2023 academic year.
The purpose of the bill
was to help students gain
an extra hour of sleep in
order to be more energized
and alert during the school
day. The first two meetings
with district personnel were
held on November 29 and

December 6 to discuss
new protocols, solutions,
and how to implement
these changes at the
start of next school year.
Many ideas and concerns
were shared at those
meetings and they talked
about how the schedules
would
greatly
impact
student life, extra-curricular

activities, athletics, food,
and transportation services.
One of many ideas and
proposals shared was for
high schools in the district
to start at 8:45AM and
end at 3:45PM. Though
no decisions have been
made thus far, there
was a lot of discussion
on what can be done to

best serve the students
with this new mandate.
The new 2022-2023
school year’s bell schedule
is not confirmed, but
changes are guaranteed due
to the state mandate. It is still
unknown how it will affect
athletics,
extracurricular
activities, and students
who have after school jobs.
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Mrs. Brown Prepares for Retirement
Amy Pham ‘25
Staff Writer

back on the many memories she has
truly made on campus, friends and
coworkers of hers have expressed their
small yet meaningful feelings for her
as she nears her retirement. Registrar
Mrs. Amy Cleary stated, “I’ll miss her
perfectionism, her friendship I’ve made

as to other places including Colorado
and Washington. Principal’s Secretary
Mrs. Susan Gonzales also mentioned,
“I’ll be missing her presence since I’ve
been friends with her for a long time
As the year comes to a close,
and especially since she’ll be able to
many enter a mindset of having a new
spend time with her family and her
start and beginning in life. With that in
new grandchild.”
mind, receptionist
Although Brown
Mrs. Mary Beth
is leaving, she
Brown
will
hopes that her
be retiring at
students will go
the end of the
down a successful
semester.
After
career
pathway
spending almost
and not allow for
twelve years as
anything to stop
Principal Tina Miller
a
receptionist
them.
Brown
on campus, she
added,
“One
is
ready
to
start
Pumas,
piece of advice I
her new journey
would give to the
with her loved
We are approaching the end of the first semester for the
students is to be
ones after her
21/22 school year. Acclimating back to school this semester
open-minded.
.
dedication
and
after a long time away from school has definitely come
.and [know] that
hard
work.
with challenges. Bouncing right back into our traditional
everyone
cares
Brown has
about them and
school day may not have been as easy as expected.
been a school
what
happens
receptionist
Despite any obstacles, I continue to see staff and students
to
them.
. .I’ll
since
2009,
continue to learn, get involved, and support one another.
miss
the
students
and
previously
I wish our Puma families and staff a holiday
on
campus,
worked at Joan
season filled with love, laughter, and good
my friends that
F.
Sparkman
health. Happy holidays from everyone at CHS.
I’ve made on
Alternative
campus.” Aside
Education Center
Go Pumas!
from these plans,
in Temecula for
Credit: Amy Pham
Brown also hopes
nine years. She
was
motivatedMary Beth Brown ends her last semester as a receptionist after twelve years at Chaparral.to take on her
to take on the role of receptionist with Mary Beth Brown, I’ll also miss hobbies outside of work such as
by her family because she wanted her sense of humor. . .Although I’m sad going to the beach and much more.
to partake in a job where she can be about her retiring and leaving, I’m also Overall, Brown is ready to start a new
involved in their activities. Brown excited that she’ll be able to spend time beginning with her family and take
explained, “I became a receptionist with her family and she has earned that on whatever life has to offer for her.
With her exceptional hard work
since I have children and this is a job quality time with her family.” Not only
that I can do and still be involved has she been a very important part of as a receptionist on campus, Brown
in their activities.” She would meet the culture on campus, but she has also will carry and cherish the many
with parents, students, and teachers been a part of the numerous changes memories she has made with staff and
to work on any issues they may have, within the campus and students. students throughout her years. After
Brown has six children and three her nineteen years of helping others in
whether it be regarding enrollment or
dealing with technical difficulties. With grandchildren, and her plan is to visit her role, she has had a challenging yet
that, Brown is leaving a positive and them as well as travel around the world fulfilling time and is ready to take on
impactful mark on the school itself as after her retirement. As of right now, a fresh start with the people she loves.
Credit: Amy Pham well as on the people she has worked
she is arranging the idea of going to Her retirement is truly well-deserved,
Hawaii in April of next year as well and many wish her safe travels as
Brown cherishes the memories she created and hopes to leave an impact. with and inspired. As Brown looks

New Changes to Library Make Most Students Feel at Home
Reagan Delahunty ‘25
Copy Editor
After previous years spent
managing a typical library, library

technicians decided to modernize
the library in order to make a more
engaging and inviting environment
for students and staff. Whether it
be reading, learning, or hanging
out with friends, students can now

utilize the comfy space as a place
to feel at peace and take a break
from their busy everyday lives.
As known by many students
and staff, the library was not always
a comforting place for students to
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With the addition of new furniture and holiday decor to create a coffee shop theme, the library is now more welcoming for students.

spend their time at school. After
acknowledging this fact, former
Bella Vista Middle School and
current Library Media Technician
Mrs. Kristy Beasley and Library
Media Assistants Mrs. Kelly Shire
and Mrs. Sue Palomares came
together to find a solution to the
fast-growing dislike of the library. “I
wanted a coffee shop vibe. I wanted
a vibe that students wanted to hang
out in whether they liked to read or
not,” stated Beasley. As the ideas
came together, Beasley, Shire, and
Palomares decided to go ahead with
the plan to give students “a place to
hang out [and] a place for creativity
and learning,” Shire commented.
The renewed library now offers
a welcoming space for students to
learn and spend time with their peers.
Senior Matthew McGrody gave his
opinion on the library. He stated, “I
like how it was laid out, it’s easier to
find books and it looks nicer. . . and
[the librarians] are really nice and
helpful.” Impactful changes have
been made throughout the past year,
specifically for students’ time spent
at the library. Students are given a
more matured space that kindles
their desire to learn. Others stated
that it helped them learn better, gave
them a friendly environment to hang
out in and even made a space they
felt comfortable in and could always
rely on. “It’s always changing and
she’s always trying to mix it up and

make it a new environment. I like
to just chill out and stay warm,”
commented Freshman Hope Scarinci.
Beasley stated that the library
was “like a typical library, so no
warm decor, it just looked boring
and stale and there was nothing
personal.” With this in mind, she
decided to take charge and make a
difference in students’ perspective
of the library. Old computers were
taken out and replaced with tables
for students to read, do homework,
or spend time with friends. Books
were reorganized, making it easier
for students to find what they are
looking for. Most importantly,
lights and decorum were added
to give the library the coffee shop
theme the library technicians were
aiming for. After all their hard work,
Palomares, Shire, and Beasley were
able to make the idea a reality. Shire
claimed it gave students “a more
mature space [and] a nicer space
they can respect more.” This gives
students a more mature space they
can enjoy rather it be spending
time with friends, studying for
classes, or simply reading a book.
The library is now a
welcoming place for everyone on
campus to spend time at. With all
the hard work put into the newand-improved library, Beasley,
Shire, and Palomares continue
encouraging students to learn and
enjoy the newly improved library.
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Mr. Forhane Awarded Crystal Apple
Dallin Grey ‘24
Copy Editor
On November 1, Sophomore Owen Draeger
presented English 9 teacher Mr. Don Forhane with the
Crystal Apple Award, an award given to an impactful
teacher by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (the Church). This year’s two other finalists
for the award were Associated Student Body (ASB)
director Mrs. Kristy Baron and English 9 teacher Mr.
Luke Leatherman, with Forhane taking home the award.
The Crystal Apple Awards have been a significant
expression of students’ gratitude for their teachers’ efforts
over the past seventeen years. The Church started the
awards “as a way. . .to emphasize the value of education
and to recognize the important contributions the teachers
make in our community,” said Sister Suzette Jacobsen,
Communication Director for congregations
of the Church in Temecula. “We felt
it important to express gratitude and
knew that the most impactful way
to do this was through the words
of the students themselves.” At
the end of each school year, high
school students who attend the
Church’s early-morning seminary
program nominate teachers who
have had an impact on their lives and
education. Each nomination is taken
into consideration; from there, three
finalists are selected and one receives
the award. The Crystal Apple Awards is
the only event independently-organized
by the community that recognizes
teachers for their efforts and
contributions in the
school district.
This year the
awards were
presented
in-person
during
a staff

meeting before school due to complications presented
by the coronavirus disease 19 (COVID-19) pandemic.
Normally the event is held towards the end of the school
year at one of the Church’s buildings and is entirely studentdriven, with students both conducting and speaking.
Draeger nominated Forhane for the award at the end
of his freshman year because Forhane was a significant
asset to him as he tried to navigate high school in an
unfamiliar environment. Draeger stated in his nomination,
“I just feel like Mr. Forhane goes beyond the classroom
to let his students know [it’s] more than just a job, it’s an
opportunity to show students like me [that he is] invested
in my education and also who I am as a person.” Upon
receiving the award, Forhane could not express the honor
with enough gratitude. “I’ve been nominated numerous
times,” he remarked, noting that just being nominated
brought a certain level of prestige. “But to win the actual
Crystal Apple. . .[is] definitely, you know, a humbling
experience and rewarding. . .an honor.” Forhane felt a
sense of fulfillment after his dedication and diligence
during the last school year. “[Students are] the reason
why I wanted to become a teacher and get into. .
.teaching and why I’m here and why I get up each
and every day.” Having a student acknowledge his
impact felt very rewarding for Forhane; after his
efforts and commitment, he is able to see how
they have paid off. Forhane hopes to continue to
be a positive influence on his students and looks
forward to what he can help them to achieve.
The next Crystal Apple Awards ceremony will
be held in the spring of 2022, and both students
and teachers alike look forward to the occasion.
A student’s expression of gratitude for their
teachers’ influence often has greater
meaning than one may realize, and
teachers are continuously
m o t i v a t e d
throughout
the
year by the fact
that they can
be a force
for good
in
their
students’
lives.
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November Student
of the Month
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of the Week
November 8-12

December Student
of the Month

ASB Athlete of
the Week
November 15-19

Writing Makes Bank School-Wide Competition

This is Writing Makes Bank’s second-annual school-wide
writing competition. Anyone who is interested in expressing
themselves through their writing is welcome. This year’s topic
is “My Life”, and students can submit their entry in any form,
including but not limited to a narrative, poem, or journal entry.
Entries should be emailed to Junior Dylan Choi, president of
the club, at dylanmanse05@gmail.com. The competion will
end on Monday, February 28.

Graduation Gown Purchases

There are only eight weeks left until the deadline for ordering
graduation gowns. The standard cap and gown package for
$50 includes a cap, gown, tassel, medallion, diploma and
diploma case, and a graduation program. If students plan on
using an approved gown from 2018, 2020, and 2021 they will
need to purchase the $25 Diploma Package. This package has
everything in the standard package except for the gown. If
stuents are planning on using a 2019 gown, they must purchase
the $25 Diploma Package but will need to contact Mrs. Baron
to exchange the gown due to a manufacturing error from that
year.

Mr. Puma Opening/Closing Act Auditions

Although auditions for Mr. Puma have already closed, the
auditions for special opening and closing acts for the show are
due Thursday, December 16. If students have any questions,
they should contact Mrs. Baron or Mr. Puma committee leads,
Seniors Christine Lau and Danielle Yap.

New Club on Campus: Diversify Our Narrative
Credit: Dallin Grey

Forhane’s dedication to his students was rewarded with the Crystal Apple Award, nominated by Sophomore Owen Draeger.

Diversify Our Narrative is a brand new club on campus that
promotes diversity and inclusivity. Their first meeting is today
during lunch.

Riesenberg Named a Teen Poet Laureate Finalist for 2021-22
Alexa Neal ‘22
Editor-in-Chief
On Friday, November 5, Junior
Lana Riesenberg was named a
finalist in the Teen Poet Laureate for
the Riverside County contest. She
was one of twenty-six students to
achieve this honor and through this
profound experience she has learned
a lot about her writing and herself.
Writing has always been a
passion for Riesenberg, so when
she saw the competition being
promoted, she decided to enter. “I
thought it would just be cool to enter
and see what happened with no real
intention for a positive outcome,”
she explained. All Riesenberg had
to do was submit ten poems that
she had written. The finalists and
Inaugural Teen Poet Laureate for
Riverside County were then decided
by two women with much writing

experience who chose the poems
that spoke to them the most. When
she found out she was a finalist, she
was incredibly surprised since she
had originally participated just for
the fun of it. “I’m thankful for this
experience because it taught me to
just go for it even when there’s no
guarantee of success,” she said.
In addition to being recognized at
a ceremony, one of Riesenberg’s
poems that was submitted,
entitled “Walls”, was published
in a special edition poetry book
along with other finalists’ work.
While she has always loved
writing, poetry has especially
captured Riesenberg’s interest as
she enjoys the new meanings her
writings take on each time. “I can
write something with one intent, then
when I reread it I can see a whole new
meaning,” she said. “It’s also fun to
just add in little details just for me
or a niche audience.” She described

her style of writing as being very
“metaphorical” and a “little darker.”
Although she at first entered just for
fun, since being named a finalist
she has a much greater appreciation
for the experience. Riesenberg
elaborated, “I don’t really think a lot
of my writing at all so then when I got
selected I thought it was pretty cool.
I think I just judge myself too hard so
this kind of made me more, like, open
to new possibilities.” Through this
experience, Riesenberg has gained
greater confidence in her writing
as it was recognized and honored
when she thought it would not be.
Even though Riesenberg does
not have any plans to pursue writing
and poetry in her future career,
she does not intend to abandon it
completely. She aims to major in
either English or political science in
college, and wants to be an attorney
or work for a publishing firm, but still
wishes to continue writing on the side.

Credit: Alexa Neal

Riesenberg holds the special edition book that contains one of her submitted poems.
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Fentanyl Awareness Club Math Team Furthers Their Passion
Reagan Delahunty ‘25
Copy Editor
With the lack of fentanyl
awareness and the increase of usage
on campus, English and Speech and
Debate teacher Dr. July Hill-Wilkinson
decided to take action relating to the
continuous problem. Starting the end
of the first semester, Down the Hall,
a club supporting fentanyl awareness
will be starting up for students and staff.
Those who are interested in
learning about the increasing fentanyl
problem, know someone affected by
fentanyl or are in need of a support
system in order to stop fentanyl usage
are encouraged to join the club. HillWilkinson commented her opinion
on the increasing problem and lack
of awareness, stating, “I just like, I
know this is a problem and it doesn’t
seem like anyone is talking about it.”
With the amount of usage increasing
every day, Hill-Wilkinson decided
it was time for a change. Taking the
first step toward acknowledging the
problem on campus, Hill-Wilkinson
made it her goal to “find space and
create space for fentanyl awareness,”
hoping students will grasp “how easy
it is to overdose on it.” Hill-Wilkinson
hopes that students will realize
the risks and choose a better path.
Down the Hall is named after
former alumna Leeana (Gina) Hall
who died due to an accidental fentanyl
overdose. Hall’s death affected many,
and after realizing what happened,
Hall’s friends, family, and teachers
came together to build awareness
for the fast-growing problem. HillWilkinson stated, “She was just like
this amazing, amazing student.”
Senior Vaughn Wilmer, one of Hall’s
friends, stated how he felt about the

situation, saying, “It hurt terribly
but it was also eye-opening, like this
might not only happen to my friends
it might happen to me, it just it gets
more rampant.” Wilmer shared his
opinion, having experienced the
hardship of losing a friend, stating,
“You don’t really believe in it until it
directly affects you.” After the loss,
family, friends, and teachers suffered
knowing Hall died due to an overdose.
Hill-Wilkinson then decided to
take charge in implementing better
awareness on and off-campus.
Down the Hall teaches students
about the rising fentanyl problem and
allows for a safe place for students
to learn and gain help relating to the
issue. All students are welcome, rather
it be for personal problems, knowing
someone affected, or educational
reasons. Hill-Wilkinson stated her
concern for the student’s knowledge
on how big of a problem they are
faced with, saying, “We’re not talking
about it. I mean, why are we not
talking about it? It’s about how little
it would take for it to happen. . . I
think that people don’t understand the
dangers.” Wilmer voiced his concern
relating to the problem stating, “It’s
not something to glaze over, it’s very
important that [people know] anything
can be contaminated with it.” After
experiencing the loss and realization
of what the drug can do, Wilmer, HillWilkinson, and many more chose to
make a difference in the community and
spread awareness in memory of Hall.
Beginning before the winter
break, Down the Hall will meet weekly
to discuss the increasing spread of
fentanyl usage and take action into
helping those affected or interested.
Anyone interested in joining the club
can go to room 452 or email HillWilkinson for more information.

Dallin Grey ‘24
Copy Editor
Even though math is a very
important aspect of our daily lives,
it is often difficult for students to
find a passion for the subject in
school. There are some students,
however, who have been able to
develop an interest in and deep
appreciation for this subject.
Many of these students have
joined the school’s Math Team,
headed up by co-presidents and
Juniors Athena Winn and Kai Vu.
Winn and Vu started the club
this school year and club members
have been enjoying the experience
so far. “The Math Team is a club
that focuses on competition
mathematics that’s often outside the
typical high-school curriculum,”
Vu explained. “For example, we
go into concepts such as Number
Theory
and
Combinatorics,
which are very fundamental and
important subjects that aren’t really
explored in a normal math class.”
Members of the team recently
put their new knowledge of these
concepts to the test for the first time
by participating in the American
Mathematics Competition (AMC).
The team took this test as a trial
run because most of the members
of the club are entirely new to the
world of competitive mathematics.
“[It] is safe to say that our scores
weren’t the best,” Winn stated
about the AMC. “[But then again],
we have to start somewhere!”
Some students may shy
away from joining the Math Team
with the prospect of doing more
math than is required of them.
In contrast, Winn and Vu are

Credi: Dallin Grey

Members of the Math Team collaborate to further their passion in mathematics.

continually looking for new club
members to recruit and encourage
those interested to join the team.
“When you can find interest in
subjects you may have trouble with
is when I find the subject becomes
easier to learn,” said Winn. “The
change in perspective from math
being something one is required
to do in school for a grade to an
active and lively passion is why I
would recommend others to join.”
Vu has always enjoyed math and
the Math Team has allowed for
an interesting change of pace in
his study of arithmetic. “I really
enjoy the Math Team because
I’m able to explore a category of
mathematics that is very new to me
with other people who are equally
passionate about mathematics,” he
said. “I also feel that participating
in math competitions and preparing
for them makes me a much
stronger mathematician overall.”
While continuing to gain new

knowledge about mathematics,
Math Team members are also
able to enjoy the club and build
upon their current knowledge
and bring what they learn back
to their scheduled math classes.
A large part of the draw to
the club is the community feeling
that centers around it. Winn
commented, “The Math Team is
a really accepting place to ponder
and contemplate interesting math
concepts and equations with my
own peers.” Vu also encourages
other students passionate about
math to join because of the
enrichment that comes from sharing
ideas with other individuals with
similar interests. The club plans
to continue to grow their skills
and knowledge throughout the rest
of the school year as they look to
schedule another competition with
Great Oak High School, hoping
to become a worthy opponent
for other teams in the future.

Johnson Shines as Ambitious and Talented Student Peformer
Amy Pham ‘25
Staff Writer
With a record of extracurricular
involvement, ambitious Senior
Roxalana Johnson is currently
waiting for what the future holds
for her as she continues to work
her way towards her goals. She
has demonstrated high levels of
academic achievement throughout
her high school years which

Credit: Roxalana Johnson

Johnson sang Amazing Grace at a recent
charity event to help the African villages.

have led her to a road to success.
Johnson has a schedule
filled with a handful of Advanced
Placement (AP) courses, from
AP Environmental Science to AP
Government. Outside of her regular
academics, Johnson has also been a
member of California Scholarship
Federation (CSF), Key Club,
National Honor Society (NHS), Peer
Leaders, and Mock Trial. Although
she constantly tackles the many
challenges to achieve her goals, she
enjoys different film styles, musical
theatre, and play productions in the
free time she has. Johnson stated,
“For extracurriculars like theater, I
have been there performing school
musicals and productions [which] is a
nice way to show my expression and
my creativity.” With these hobbies
and skills, she was able to direct a
play recently called Twelve Angry
Men. Fortunately, during these
challenging and transitioning times,
Johnson has had the overwhelming
support from her friends and family
to successfully achieve her goals.
With a schedule as busy as hers,
stress and restless nights have been
constant throughout her high school
years. She mentioned, “I think my
main challenge is probably building
up anxiety. I have been developing

them because of [the] lack of sleep
and [the fact] that I am involved in
many things. I am running on low
sleep [which] makes my performance
kind of lower during the day.”
Johnson continues to thrive and work
towards her career pathway, as this
is only the beginning of her career.
With her dedication to her
number of classes and extracurricular
activities, Johnson worked on and
improved her skills and knowledge
as a way to prepare an ideal plan for
college. In fact, she plans on working
towards and aims for a history or
political science major for which
she has applied to a total of eighteen
colleges, such as the Universities of
California (UC) and other out-ofstate schools. To prepare for her life
after high school, Johnson founded
a debate club on campus along with
her involvement with the Mock Trial
club and government classes, having
her interests set on becoming a
lawyer after high school. Throughout
her school years, Johnson has
faced challenges leading to her
performance in classes being lower
although she provides the effort to
improve every day. Johnson stated,
“One piece of advice would be to do
everything you think you can have
an ounce of interest in because you

Credit: Roxalana Johnson

Roxalana Johnson (right) shines on stage during her performance in Sweet Charity.

can always quit something but also
join something else and I´m always
trying things because, in the end, you
don’t want to regret it.” Moreover,
Johnson continues to involve
herself in the community as she
seeks for activities that interest her.
Johnson continues to work
towards her goals as she goes further

in her law career pathway. She has
relentlessly used all of her skills to
accomplish her goals throughout her
high school years with the mind of
making a change one step at a time.
Johnson truly has a bright future
ahead of her as she transitions from
high school to college to take on any
challenges in the way of her dream.
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The Falsity of the Supposed War On Christmas
Nathan Ayala ‘22
Staff Writer

The ideas expressed in the Editorials
section do not reflect the views of The
Platinum Press as a staff, but rather
those of the journalist who wrote them.
If readers desire to respond to an
editorial, The Platinum Press values
all opinions and welcomes letters to
the editor. Just as The Platinum Press
respects each individual’s right to a
differing opinion, we ask the same of
our readers. Each journalist is well
within their rights to express their
opinion on any given topic, no matter
how controversial that topic may be.
This is the intent of an editorial, not
only to provide journalists with a
medium to express an opinion, but to
allow the editorial to be a catalyst for
further discussion of a given topic.

All letters must be signed and
submitted to Mr. Leonhardi in room
413 or left in his mailbox. They
will also be accepted via school
email
at
rleonhardi@tvusd.us
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The re-birth of the
conspiracy
of
the
War on Christmas has
been around since the
start of the century
and is prevalent in the
cesspool of culture
wars. The basic idea is
that the Left seeks to
secularize the holiday
through the use of mass
media and marketing
which use the term
“Christmas” and invoke
less religious imagery,
under the guise of
inclusiveness. Yet, a
brief look at the history
of
the
conspiracy
reveals not only that
it
lacks
substance
but an analysis of the
discourse surrounding
the supposed “War on
Christmas’ ‘ reveals
why despite this, the
discourse surrounding
remains
prevalent.
In the majority of the
Western Hemisphere,
the
winter
season
includes
multiple
traditions. In modern

times,
the
phrase
“Happy Holidays’’ has
been accused of always
being an attempt to be
more inclusive, but this
is false. Considering
how it has been in use
since the mid-1800s.
The true reason for the
phrase is more likely
linguistics than any
culture war. However,
that doesn’t imply that
the expression only
came under scrutiny in
recent decades. In the
1920s,
businessman
Henry Ford was one of
the major proponents of
the theory. In a series
of pamphlets, which
were later collected in a
book, Ford proclaimed
that American Jews
were a part of a
conspiracy to abolish
public
Christmas
celebrations. This was
of course provn to be
false and more likely
the product of this was
(apart from Ford’s
rampant Antisemitism)
that the reading of bible
passages in some public
schools had begun to
be questioned by the

Jewish community. This
was in reference to the
First Amendment that
ensured the separation
of Church and State.
This is the same reason
why many cases of
Christmas controversies
in recent years have
involved
religious
imagery during the
holidays
typically
revolving around public
property. Furthermore,
the lack of religious
imagery
in
stores
during the time can be
more blamed on the
fact that not too many
Christians believe in the
commercialization of
their religion, in order
for it to be sold at a profit
rather than persecution.
This has not stopped
the conspiracy, and in
the early 2000s when
Fox News host Bill
O’Reilly had a major
role in its revival. Other
organizations such as
PragerU have made a
part of their arguments
to how the Left is taking
over. It doesn’t take
much to debunk this
but the question arises

Credit: kelownanow.com

The misconceptions believed on the War on Christmas have led to a petty battlle.

if the conspiracy is so
obviously false, why
does it continue to be
perpetrated? The truth is
that organizations such
as PragerU, have the
problem that their ideas
are false. Hence, the
graphs in their videos
are incoherent messes,
and quotes are often
fabricated. In order
for PragerU to gain
supporters, they need
to misrepresent reality
and find things other
than the truth to support

proven to be incorrect.
The War on Christmas
is simply not even real.
There is not a plot by
the Far Left to create a
secularized society and
most of the controversy
has been rooted in
much more logical
reasoning.However,
the theory’s prevalent
among the Far Right
and provides an idea
on the victim complex
which some of the
acolytes of the ideology
have been abiding by.

Siblings are Not Obliged to Become Caretakers
Hailey Mera ‘25
Newsroom Manager
While babysitting and helping
with one’s younger sibling
strengthens the bond between
the older and younger child, it
becomes apparent that one realizes
the role older siblings play in a
family. From a young age, most
older siblings can take on more
responsibility than is normal for a
child. It is unfair and inconsiderate
that parents force their older
children into becoming co-parents.
There is a fine line between
helping, and co-parenting. The
line becomes easily blurred when
parents request so much of an

older sibling such as sacrificing
their social lives and well beings.
Many parents’ main reason for
demanding such hard work from
the older sibling is because, as
parents, waking up in the middle of
the night and taking care of a child
is already hard enough. However,
what usually goes unnoticed is
the dedication and work older
siblings put into taking care of
their younger ones. There are many
cases when there is a huge age gap
between the two children resulting
in the older accommodating their
parents’ needs, waking up early
in the morning, and even having
the small child’s schedule affect
their own. Such responsibilities
are ultimately negative for many
older children who are seen as part-

time caretakers for their younger
siblings. Over time, older children
may feel obligated to their younger
siblings in a way only a parent
should feel towards their child.
Since older siblings and parents
do not share the same commitment
to the younger child, it is more easily
justified in the parent’s view that the
older child does more. Regardless,
parents should not make the older
sibling do such things. As a result,
parents tend to make the older
sibling feel guilty with statements
such as, “They are your younger
sibling(s) and you need to be there
for them.” Nonetheless, caring and
attending to one’s sibling should not
come with tasks such as watching
over them for immense hours,
waking up early most mornings to

care for them, and filling jobs that
one as a parent should do for their
children. Childcare responsibilities
should not solely or mostly fall
onto the shoulders of older siblings.
With the busy schedules and jobs
that they face, parents often find it
easier to put more responsibility on
the older sibling. While schedules
may be hectic, this is something
that one as a parent should take
into consideration before having
children. It is overlooked that the
older sibling does so much because
from an outside point of view,
many individuals simply admire
the help from the older child.
Realistically, not many have the
help required to raise a child, but
even so, a child themself should
not have take care of another child.

Decriminalization of Drugs: The Better Solution
Bella Martinez ‘22
Staff Writer
When it comes to the
perception of drugs, as
well as the actions taken to
prevent drug abuse, there
are often misconceptions
that destabilize any attempts
to quell harmful drug use.

Though there have been
breakthroughs
when
it
comes to the legalization
of drugs, they are still seen
in a negative light by many
people, the law specifically.
When someone is found
abusing drugs they are
punished when instead they
should be rehabilitated and
steered toward the right path.

Decriminalizing drugs
can have very positive
effects on society. Over
twenty-five countries have
decriminalized drugs to a
certain degree, such as the
Netherlands, Portugal, the
Czech Republic, and even
Germany. These countries
have seen positive changes
such as the drop of disease
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A protestor fights to end the stigma surrounding marijuana and to highlight its many benefits.

rates and death from
overdose. While drug abuse
is a serious subject, people
struggling with addiction
should be given a place
to help guide them in the
right direction rather than
punishing them in a harsh
and stressful environment.
An addiction is not
something
that
simply
disappears in detainment; if
anything; it is made worse
behind bars. Under the stress
of withdrawals, many people
will search for other ways
to acquire what they need.
Whereas, if these people were
placed within a rehabilitation
facility, they would have a
better chance at recovering
in a healthier environment.
Having the weight of
incarceration
lifted
off
shoulders can be the turning
point needed for change.
With sponsors and support
groups, it could be much
easier for addicts to become
healthy and change their
lives for the better. There
are many different ways to
get support, such as sobriety
meetings and sponsorships.

These two options have been
proven to strengthen sobriety
on both the receiving and
giving ends of the spectrum.
Having a routine such as
going to meetings daily
can bring stability into
someone’s life that they did
not have previously. Having
a sponsor and an entire group
to show support is a lifechanging thing, especially
when all of them have gone
through similar struggles.
Having this can help people
be less likely to relapse;
having a solid foundation can
create miracles for people.
Though addiction is
serious, it is something that
requires rehabilitation, not
punishment. Society is very
quick to judge people who
struggle with drug addiction
and it is time for that to stop.
It needs to be known that
people who struggle with
addiction are people all the
same and should be treated
similarly. It is important
to care for one another
and treat others with grace
and respect. Rehabilitation
is
the
only
solution.
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The Dark Reality of Living With a Materialistic Point of View
Sophie Hall-Schorn ‘22
Copy Editor
The incessant and fastpaced consumer society
of the U.S. has sparked
a troubling trend among
teenagers that promotes
the acquisition of the
newest, most popular
items. Due to such a
lifestyle, the unfortunate
culture of materialism, in
which items and objects
are idealized, has become
common among many
groups of young people.
Materialism and its rise
among teenagers promotes
the idea that goods are
more valuable than life
experiences, which in
turn distorts reality itself
and presents the idea
that material success is
equal to a fulfilling life.
Many of the negative
effects of materialism have
been inherent within the
consumer culture of the
U.S. for decades, but more
recently, the popularity of
social media influencers
has led to an increase in
the desire among youth

for wealth and material
goods. Social media
influencers utilize their
platform in order to flaunt
their riches, and their
impressionable audiences
often take this to mean
that wealth and trendy
items are the end-all
desire: they are the symbol
of success. This presents a
distorted view of reality
that skews what it means
to truly live a fulfilling
life. YouTubers, such as
the creator Ricegum, often
present their wealth as
a representation of their
success, parading such
materialistic
ideologies
as the penultimate goal.
Oftentimes, this leads
to the young fans of
YouTubers to conflate
riches with leading a
satisfying life path. The
acquisition of clothing
items by a is then seen
as more representative
of success compared
to
an
achievement
or
an
experience.
This trend also becomes
apparent when examining
popular teenage TikTok
influencers that similarly

focus on the pursuit of
goods and items. Popular
alternative, or “alt” TikTok
influencers are often
praised for their fashion
sense or style; however,
the fast-paced nature of
TikTok culture leads to
abandoned fashion trends
and an ever-present desire
for the trendiest alternative
look. Whereas alternative
culture used to represent
a subset of people that
deviated proudly from the
norm, such lifestyles have
now become centered
around
the
trendiest
fashion looks rather than
the unique culture they
used to stand for. This
displays how the negatives
of materialism have now
seeped into aspects of
different
subcultures.
Subsequently,
these
cultures and lifestyles then
become diluted by the
presence of this irreverent
and materialistic display.
Wearing the cutest outfit
or the most popular
one is seen as more
representative of having
lived a certain lifestyle
rather than actually living

it. The preference for
material goods above all
else signifies that many
teenagers do not have a
good idea of how to lead
a fulfilling or satisfying
life; they are focused on
the look of the action or
lifestyle rather than the
action or lifestyle itself.
Teenagers who are
entrenched within the
idea that material goods
promote any sense of
fulfillment or sense of
accomplishment
must
abandon this principle.
Life is not about having
the most trendy outfit or
anything akin to such a
display that promotes
the item rather than the
person. People are not
items nor a trend, and they
are not something to be
bought. If someone has
to “buy into” the idea of
a fellow peer, meaning
they solely like any given
person due to their material
wealth or possessions,
then that said person is
not an individual at all,
but rather an illustration
of the sad impact of
materialistic
ideals.

Credit: @kyliejenner

Kylie Jenner is an example of a celebrity that constantly is flaunting her riches to others.

Riots: An Effective Last Resort Rioting Comes at a High Cost
Alex Tupala Horwood ‘22
Editorials Editor
When met with injustice,
unsatisfactory
policies,
and lack of government
responsibility, it is necessary
to seek change through
protest. Citizens often exercise
their first amendment right by
organizing marches, petitions,
and other peaceful methods
that display their advocacy
against the issue. However,
in some cases, these peaceful
protests have been met with
police violence, unlawful
arrests, and no fundamental
change. Under circumstances
such as these, it is only natural
that more extreme measures
will ensue. When peaceful
protests fail, and activists can
expect persecution regardless
of their actions, rioting
and
destroying
property
is an effective last resort.
Throughout history, cases
of non-peaceful resistance
have been the driving force
behind successful movements.
This can be seen as far back
in U.S. history as its very
creation, with the Boston Tea
Party in 1773. In this display
of rebellion, The Sons of
Liberty ambushed a British
merchant ship and threw 342
boxes of tea into the ocean in
protest of the undemocratic
taxes being imposed on the
colonies. It left a lasting
impression on the British as
it was a direct attack on their
capital interests. Another
example is the Stonewall riots
that are considered to be a
major catalyst in advancing the
rights of LGBTQ+ individuals
in this country. In June of
1969, queer citizens were
being unjustly arrested for
simply patronizing one of the
few openly gay spaces in New

York, The Stone Wall Inn. In
response, they decided to take
action against the brutality by
resisting arrest and forcing the
police to barricade themselves
in the bar. The Stonewall riots
were effective in rallying
the local queer community,
fighting police violence, and
spreading awarness about the
discrimination of LGBTQ+
individuals. It is clear that when
the state laughs in the face of
peaceful protests, the only way
to make change is by force.
Even more recently, with
the wave of Black Lives
Matter (BLM) protests in
2020 in response to the murder
of George Floyd, there has
been violent backlash against
peaceful protesters. It is
often the police who would
escalate situations. Cases of
officers showing up in riot
gear to candle light vigils
and using illegal war tactics
against innocent civilians were
commonplace. In response
to endless tear gas canisters
and rubber bullets, some
found it necessary to fight
violence with violence. This is
exemplified by the protesters in
Seattle that stood their ground,
defending themselves from
the police and establishing the
Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone
(CHAZ). In June of 2020 they
were able to free Capitol Hill
from police control, provide
community-based
support,
and gain global awareness
for the cause. When met
with a lack of response from
politicians and brutality from
officers, extreme measures are
needed to make a difference.
Unless a movement is able
to disrupt the regular way of
life, the government will see
no reason to make changes.
Many like to look at
incidents such as stores being
looted and use it as an excuse

to frown upon the movement
as a whole. The truth is,
these losses of property are
insignificant in comparison to
the loss of lives that motivated
these uproars. Property can
be replaced, but lives can
not be. The urgency of these
matters comes to light on
November 1, 2021 with the
US being charged by the
United Nations (UN) five
counts of genocide, including
the polices brutality on black,
hispanic, and indigenous
communities and the killing
of political activists. Although
some may discount rioting as
“radical” or “uncomfortable”
it is resistance such as these
that have effectively shaped
the course of history. Riots,
looting, and destruction of
property are legitimate and
essential to protesting injustice.

Sophie Hall-Schorn ‘22
Copy Editor
Events within the past
two years have sparked
a revitalized debate as it
concerns the validity of riots
and whether they are helpful
agents of change. Some
have argued that certain
forms of rioting are actually
effective in perpetuating
change; although they are the
last resort, they ultimately
succeed in the deconstruction
of systems that enact
oppression. However, this
viewpoint is based on a
distorted view of reality
that encourages violence
and destruction when it is
certainly not necessary.
Rioting is a violent tool that
dismantles the lives of those
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Law enforcement stands in the wreckage caused from a riot in Chicago.

who suffer its consequences,
and
it
ultimately
destroys
communities
more than it aids them.
While most tend to
demonstrate through peaceful
means when advocating
for social change, there
are a select few that take
to the destruction of their
communities
and
local
properties in order to bring
attention to the issue at hand.
It has been proposed that
if such rioters only destroy
property and not necessarily
the lives of others, then
therefore such a display is
valid and can potentially aid
in the perpetuation of social
change. However, this claim
is rudely false and overlooks
what others suffer at the hands
of rioters. By destroying
properties that belong to
either their own community
or another, rioters indirectly
harm those who make a
livelihood in that community.
Although
destroying
a
McDonald’s may seem like
a relatively valid way to riot
and bring attention to a social
issue, those who destroyed
the property are not by any
means harming the lives of
the higher-ups within the
McDonald’s corporate chain:
they are harming the local
employees and managers
who are making a living
either part-time or full-time
within that establishment.
That now demolished and
ruined building hosted the
jobs and careers of a local
group of employees; such a
display does nothing to bring
integrity to the social cause.
The prospect of property
destruction as a valid form of
protesting only becomes more
disgusting when considering
the destruction of small
businesses. Any destruction

of a small business is cruel and
heinous. That was someone’s
life’s work and the way they
made an impact within their
community. By senselessly
destroying it, rioters only
bring opposition towards
their movement by those
who were impacted by their
misplaced passion and anger.
When arguing about the
validity of protests, many of
those who argue in favor of
validity propose that without
such riots as the Boston
Tea Party, a staple of early
American history, necessary
political and social change
would not have come about
within the U.S. However, it
is important to analyze the
circumstances and outcomes
of this infamous riot.
Concerning the Boston Tea
Party, it is not exactly like
such a demonstration allowed
the perception of more favor to
the Americans as it concerned
the viewpoints of those living
in or serving the British
Empire. In fact, it only made
tensions rise and caused the
British Empire to shut down
a Boston port in retaliation.
It is important to recognize
what one is fighting against;
rarely in history have riots
led to actual, lasting positive
change. Even as it concerns
the Boston Tea Party, although
it is noted as leading up to the
Revolutionary War, which
therefore led to the formation
of the United States, that is
exactly what it did: lead to a
war. Is that really what we as a
people need? Another war? Is
that what we are truly seeking
as a nation? The goal in these
times should be to unite and
strengthen
communities
throughout the country. Riots
do the exact opposite and only
bring dissent to an otherwise
positive social movement.
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Talented Musicians Prepare for Upcoming Holiday Band Show
Joshua Flack ‘24
Video Media Manager
On Thursday, December 16 at
7PM, the Performing Arts Center
(PAC) will be filled with the results
of passionate and dedicated hard
work. This will be featured in the
form of music by the school’s
band. Musicians will publicly
display their talents to their peers,
family members, friends and
to members of the community.
The band show will take place
December 16, and will feature the
String Orchestra, the Symphonic
Winds and the Wind Ensemble.
Certain groups will even play
particular parts of the show together.
They will be performing songs
mainly by the composer Brian
Balmages. Mr. Juan Lasso, the band
teacher, expressed, “He’s a well
known composer that writes a lot
of really good music in all types
of grade levels that’s just really
appropriate for high school, so we
are going to be playing a lot of his
literature.” The music is what makes
the show, so much detail has to
be put into deciding the best song

Credit: Kaelynn Josey
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Band members improved their skillsets by practicing frequently over the summer.

choices. Junior Elijah Heffernan, a
clarinet player, expressed, “I think
the music choices that we’re playing
this year are fantastic. The year’s

Jillian’s
Top Netflix
Picks for
December

Jillian Flack ‘22
Editor-in-Chief
With thrilling concepts and ideas, this month’s
batch of Netflix original content is as fascinating
as ever. Fans are sure to find something they enjoy,
no matter which genre they prefer. Recently, three
different pieces of original material were released,
including a film entitled The Power of the Dog,
a show called Coyotes and a documentary, Voir.
Released on November 17, The Power of the Dog
has received high ratings and has been enjoyed by
fans thus far. This film focuses on the main character,
a rancher named Phil Burbank, as he learns from
his brother’s family why he needs to improve his
character and to soften his heart. Furthermore, this
movie has a western theme and popular actor Benedict
Cumberbatch stars in it. This film has interested fans
and is perfect for anyone that enjoys Western films.
Along with The Power of the Dog, the show
Coyotes was released on December 3. This sixepisode series follows a group of teenagers that find
diamonds when camping. They soon realize these
diamonds hold a cost for them, even affecting their
friendship and endangering their lives. This interesting
thriller has been popular among fans and has been
widely enjoyed overall. It is perfect for anyone who
enjoys watching an action-packed, fast-paced show.
Lastly, the Netflix documentary, Voir, is an intriguing
choice for movie lovers. Released on December 6,
this documentary features avid film viewers as they
speak of the movie moments that spoke to them and
even changed them, such as Jaws. Classic movies
are deeply analyzed and clips are shown of them as
the speakers discuss what they thought about those
certain parts of the film. So far, it has received high
ratings and can allow students to see the different
perspectives others may have on their favorite movies.
All in all, these pieces of material are sure to be
of interest to many students and can even help them
to stay entertained during these long winter months.
Even if students do not enjoy them, Netflix has plenty
of other pieces of content forthcoming, such as a
thriller entitled The Journalist, which is expected to
be highly acclaimed by both critics and fans alike.

past we’ve played some pretty cool
stuff, but I think this year we have
two pieces that’ll really, you know,
knock your socks off.” Impressive

choices of songs are what lead to
the students’ talents best being
portrayed. They often show the
dedication and all over skills of a
major group of students on campus.
Moreover, players have had
to put in great amounts of effort in
order to achieve success in this show.
This is because of the difficulties
of learning new songs while not
always being able to practice
together. Senior Chloe Reyes, who
is a member of the school’s band,
stated, “I’m a percussionist so a
lot of the time, we don’t practice
with the band because we don’t
have the right, you know, materials
like masks [specific ones that are
built for playing instruments], but
we did get the order in, so we will
be playing together soon and just
overall it’s, you know, difficult here
and there, especially since the music
we learned is a little advanced, but
overall we are working on it the
best we can.” Difficulties in training
for many will pay off once they
achieve the end-result of the show.
Furthermore, Mr. Jasso is the new
band teacher this year. This show
will help to wrap up his first semester
teaching at the school. He expressed,

“It feels good; it feels good. I’m
super excited we have a lot of new
gear; we just got a bunch of masks
and bell covers, so we can finally
play together. . .Now that we’re
getting ready for this concert and
we’re gonna finish this semester. . .
we’re gonna be able to play indoors
and together as a whole ensemble
with everyone for the entire rest of
the semester.” The groups have the
opportunity to unite and work hard
on this show and many others to
come. Heffernan also stated, “I think
everyone in our band is very talented
and that we can all really show off
what we’ve got. . .I hope that the
audience will have a not just better
understanding, but a new love for
music.” Most band members hope
that people enjoy the great amount
of work and effort they put into the
show because the band program is
something they are passionate about.
For many, the band’s concerts
are a memorable experience since
seeing a live performance is more
engaging. Engaged audiences are
created through the live student
musicians. This means they have
helped to create a memorable
experience for the community.

Dance to Perform Holiday Show Tonight
Athena Ebuen ‘24
Staff Writer
Tonight is one of the many important
events that the performing arts dance
teams are participating in. Chaparral High
School’s (CHS) Junior Varsity (JV) and
Varsity teams will be collaborating with
Temecula Valley High School (TVHS) and
Great Oak High School (GOHS) for the first
time, putting together a Christmas show for
all students to enjoy this holiday season.
For the last two months, captains of both
JV and Varsity have been putting all their
time and effort into making preparations
for the Christmas show. They have
organized ten sets for the performance,
six for varsity, and four for JV. The songs
that the varsity dancers will be performing
are Run Run Rudolph by Chuck Berry,
Snowman by Sia, Ugly Christmas Sweater,
Polar Express, by Tom Hanks, Holly
Jolly Christmas by Johnny Marks, The
Beach by the Giveon, and Switch It Up
by Denzel Curry. Additionally, JV dancers
are performing I Am The Grinch by Tyler,
the Creator, Christmas in Hollis by RunD.M.C., Masterpiece by Jessie J, and Set

You Free by N-Trance. Dance Director, Ms.
Alyssa Gallegos commented, “We wanted
to not only bring the holiday spirit but to
include hip-hop because we want to show
our strengths [to prove] that we can do a
holiday theme.” At the time, the Varsity
Dance team was tight on schedule since
they were also preparing a choreography
with another organization, “A Place for All
Pieces.” The group worked twice a week
to teach and clean each set. As difficult as
it sounds, the teams have managed to pull
through all the choreographies. One of the
captains of A G I * L I T Y, Senior Kyler
Viriyapanthu, shared his thought process
and said, “I didn’t really go off of anything.
At the time I was choreographing, I was
super stressed and took time to relax with
my sets [making] sure my [choreography]
was fun to watch.” Despite the time limit
they had, they ensured that the whole team
was able to perform their sets comfortably
to be able to express the holiday
joy and hype up the students’ spirit.
Performing arts provides an overall
feeling of well-being and allows dancers
to truly express themselves freely. For the
CHS dance teams. finally being included
means plenty. Viriyapanthu commented

on the importance of this event being
significant because they rarely got the
chance to see how GOHS and TVHS
perform, let alone perform outside of CHS.
Gallegos expressed, “We’re the only three
high schools in the district so it’s important
for us to have a sense of community and
for dancers to come together and do
these events instead of being separated,
especially with the pandemic so it’s
great to have all schools, all dancers in
our district in one place.” Dance allows
students to move in synchronized unison
and have shared moments. Being exposed
to other forms of dance or moves that
have not been seen before can help build
stronger communities and actively engage
people to learn from one another. Just like
the movies and television shows entertain
the audiences, dance helps to move people.
The JV and Varsity teams have used
their limited time in order to come up with
these sets for the students to dance along.
Not only do the dancers want to spread the
holiday cheer to students, but to be inspired
by dance and encourage other dancers
to keep growing. Today, dancers will be
performing the Christmas Dance Show at
the TVHS Golden Bear Theater at 7PM.

Credit: Alyssa Gallegos

The Varsity Dance team dedicated many hours to practice and prepare for today’s upcoming holiday-themed performance at Temecula Valley High.
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Spider-Man: No Way Home Swings Its Way Into the Theaters
Jillian Flack ‘22
Editor-in-Chief
After leaving fans in suspense
for over two years, the web-slinging
hero, Peter Parker, will return to
the big screens on December 17
in Spider-Man: No Way Home.
This film will continue to feature
Tom Holland’s Spider-Man as
he continues with his endeavors.
This story will pick up exactly
where things left off in SpiderMan: Far From Home: the moment
the world figured out that Parker
was Spider-Man and was misled to
believe that he murdered the main
villain of the movie, Mysterio. In the
trailers, it became clear that he will
turn to Doctor Strange, a member
of the Avengers, to clear his name.
Because of a mishap portrayed in
the film’s trailers, the multiverse
will open and many villains of other
Spider-Man variants will be released
into Parker’s world. This interesting
concept has intrigued audiences and
has increased their excitement for
the upcoming production. Senior
Elysa Martel, an avid Spider-Man
fan, expressed. “With Marvel, you
never really know what to expect. .
.A lot of people are expecting Tobey
[Maguire] and Andrew [Garfield] to
show up, the former Spider-Men [in

Credit: Sony Pictures

Fans are excited for more thrilling moments between MJ and Peter Parker in the upcoming film, Spider-Man: No Way Home.

the previous Spider-Man films], but
you never really know. . .I think they
should show up.” Just like Martel,
many expect to see Maguire and
Garfield’s renditions of Spider-Man

Advice from
Mr. Rossi
New Year’s Resolutions

Well, the new year is nearly
upon us, so it’s almost time for
New Year’s resolutions, right? I
myself have never been interested in
making a New Year’s resolution; I
probably wouldn’t stick to it anyway.
People traditionally makes
resolutions are the beginning of each
year, often because they want to have
a chance at a “fresh start,” a “start
over” or even a “do over!” Common
New Year’s resolutions for adults
are to lose weight, quit smoking,
get out of debt, quit drinking, get
a better job or find or create some
sort of relationship resolution, such
as, “I am finally going to dump
this person whom everyone I care
about advised me to dump for the
last two years because I am tired
of being treated like garbage!”
From an adult’s perspective,
the prospect of having a “do over”
sounds pretty exciting. Although it
is overused to the point of cliche,
“If I knew then what I know now”
is a phrase that probably fits you just
as well as it fits your parents. Many

of you know enough now to avoid
getting to the point where you may
have to make one of these resolutions;
but sadly, some people have to
learn for themselves, the hard way.
You know smoking is horrible
for your health and annoys the crap
out of everyone around you and yet
some of you will start smoking.
You know you cannot change
who someone else is and yet you
date someone who is not kind just
because he or she is good looking.
You know you will suffer
consequences later and yet you still
try to impress your friends with
a “look how cool I am” attitude.
Maybe, as a teenager, you should
resolve to NOT have New Year’s
resolutions when you become an
adult by making the right choices
now! Work hard now so you can have
a career that you enjoy. Say “no” now
so you can skip the pain of trying to
quit something. Be picky in who
you choose to date and eventually
marry. There is more to love and
happiness than just a pretty face!

to make an appearance in order to help
Holland’s Spider-Man in his journey.
This movie will most likely be
very different from other films in
the Marvel Cinematic Universe

(MCU). Instead of focusing on
fighting a singular villain, this one
has been speculated to handle the
ever-growing multiverse and the
challenges that come with it. This

would expand the MCU in more ways
than imaginable and would be a big
step into the future of moviemaking.
Furthermore, fans expect Parker to
have to make difficult decisions in
the best interest of the people, which
will prove to be a challenge. Martel
explained, “Honestly, [I expect to
see] probably just development [and]
growth of Tom Holland’s SpiderMan just because he’s been going
through a lot so him maybe actually
really becoming an Avenger or
Avenger material.” In his time in the
MCU, Parker has had to mature and
understand what it truly means to be
a hero. In each movie, he is shown
to have grown and to have improved
himself in order to help the world
and it always held a great cost for
him. Along with this, Martel stated,
“I think it’s really cool [to see these
characters come onto the big screen]
just because I’ve read the comic
books so seeing all those characters
coming from the comic books into
now superheroes, it’s really cool.”
Overall, this film is sure to be
highly acclaimed by many different
critics and fans alike. Recently, it was
revealed that Sony and Marvel struck a
deal to make another trilogy featuring
Holland’s Spider-Man in the MCU.
Fans are excited for this and will have
something to look forward to even
when this trilogy comes to an end.

Inside of Swift’s Re-recorded Albums
Sky Roman ‘24
A&E/Lifestyles Editor

The music industry
only
continues
to
progress as the years
go on, with new and
upcoming
artists
appearing all of the
time. Many continue to
be impressed by artists
that have been in the
industry for a while and
have continued to grow,
such as Taylor Swift.
On November 12, she
released Red (Taylor’s
Version), a re-recording
of her older album Red
from 2012. A track list
combining the original
songs, unreleased and
new ones, Swift packed a
combination of nostalgia
and meaningful songs
to capture the attention
of many worldwide.
Swift’s decision to rerelease an older album
was a bold move. Her
goal was to take back
control over her older

songs, which she did not
have ownership over. In
the past, she re-recorded
her album Fearless, which
was met with strong
support. Now, the release
of Red (Taylor’s Version)
grants her the ownership
to a second album of hers.
Many fans support this
decision to re-release it,
including Sophomore Mia
Gonzalez, who stated, “The
re-release of her album is so
important to her. . . It gives
ownership to the rightful
owner and it portrays
her growth as an artist
in regards to her voice.”
Though the original album
portrayed the emotional toll
of heartbreak on a person,
the new version allows her
to heal that old version of
herself. A song that has
garnered lots of attention
from the new album is
“All Too Well”, which
was on the original album
but was re-released on
the new one. Though the
original song was already
filled
with
emotional

Credit: lastnighton.com

Swift performed her new song “All Too Well” on SNL recently.

and heartbreaking lyrics,
the latest version of this
single manages to take it
to another level, showing
the full picture of a past
relationship. Although it
was not confirmed, it is
speculated by fans that the
song is about her breakup
with actor Jake Gyllenhaal.
The lyrics in the song
reminisce in old memories
of their relationship, and the
aftermath of the breakup.
However, the lyrics touch
up on the age gap in their
relationship, because Swift
was only twenty years old
and Gyllenhaal was twenty
nine. Though it was legal,
the ethicality of it all is what
seemed to have sparked the
discussions. In particular,
when she sang “and I was
never good at telling jokes,
but the punchline goes: ‘I’ll
get older but your lovers stay
my age.’” many were taken
by surprise and confirmed
speculations, considering
Gyllenhaal is now in a
relationship with someone
much younger than him.
Swift does not only
move people through her
poweful and interesting
lyrics, though. The music
video for “All Too Well”,
Credit: Republic
directed by Swift herself,
Taylor Swift’s new album features re-recordings of her old songs. gave a reenactment and

took the audience through
the relationship, showing
the good memories that
she reminisced in her
lyrics while showing the
negative aspects of it, and
the eventual downfall
of
their
relationship.
Gonzalez thinks that many
could learn from this, as it
gives an opportunity “to
see different aspects of a
situation, and everything
should not just be seen as
black and white.” With the
re-release, many were able
to look at their breakup
from a new point of view.
Swift continues to be
an important figure in the
music industry, and she
continues to remind many
of the multiple things
that she is capable of.
She has plans to continue
taking back ownership of
her other albums, many
fans speculating that the
next one might be her
2010 album, Speak Now.
Whether it is the original or
rerecordings of her songs,
there is no doubt that they
hold significance to her
personal experiences, and
resonate with the lives of
so many, which is truly
what makes her such an
incredible and talented
artist of this generation.
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Mental Benefits Brought by Decorating
Niyara Gray ‘22
Copy Editor
For a substantial number of
students, bedrooms are the one place
they have the freedom to express
their creative sides and have an
atmosphere which is judgementfree. With well-decorated bedrooms
that include specific personal
touches, students can feel a sense of
individuality and independence that
can promote a healthy and flourishing
mentality. This can be attributed to
students’ intimately designed rooms.
Considering that every individuals’
taste is specific to only themselves,
bedrooms are destined to be different
regardless of the common patterns in
a room’s decoration. It is not so much
about the things that one has in their
room, but the emotion it evokes and
if being in that space brings comfort.
Senior Jeremiah Ramirez shared that
having a unique room allows him to
foster more positive energy, rather
than an undecorated space that does
not portray his idiosyncrasy. For
students that divide their living space
amongst their siblings, it can feel
difficult when deciding if enhancing
the shared room is worth the task.
Decorating and personalizing one’s
personal bedroom is an underrated
form of self care that encourages
personal creativity and style. Ramirez
suggests that in order to begin the
process of revitalizing one’s bedroom,
“[find] what you’re passionate about”
and incorporate those “personal
interests” into it so that it can feel like
home. Not only will it create a serene
frame of mind, but also be exciting for
others to view when stopping by. It
will allow them to take a look into the
lives of others and their recreations.
Having a well accessorized bedroom
can help students find a sense of
belonging. When discussing the

Holidays

The holidays can be an amazing time for many peopleAND they can also be a really difficult time for some too.
Maybe you are not close with your family or have challenges
Credit: Ava Berroteran

Freshman Ava Berroteran reveals a few trinkets that help enhance her room’s comfortability.

feeling that his decorated room
evokes,
Ramirez
shared
that
“[having a space] That represents
who I am as a person. . .[feels] like
my space,” clarifying the idea that
personalization is an underestimated
way to feel a sense of self and security.
Some individuals may prefer a
minimalist-style bedroom while others
may embrace the idea of maximalism.
Freshman Ava Berroteran expressed
that when decorating her bedroom, she
gravitates more toward a bohemian
beach style of furnishing. She shared
that through “putting up pictures and
memorabilia from my childhood, I
was able to create an atmosphere that
is unique to my life experience.” This
not only encouraged the idea of self
identity but helped Berroteran find a

way to feel “comfortable, safe and
happy” in her home and in her mind.
Additionally, Berroteran added that
her room decor choices “[are] a big
influence” on her mental health, as
“it can literally change my whole
mood when I come home and see
my room” that she spent time putting
together, in order for it to hold a
more restful and inviting nature
for herself and friends. Pleasurable
surroundings are important to the
mental health of evolving individuals.
Renovating and personalizing
one’s interior can be an overlooked
element of mental care that can
inspire imagination and style. Oneof-a-kind rooms can encourage a new
found sense of ownership that people
enjoy and seek throughout their lives.

Variety of Holiday Traditions Worldwide
Niyara Gray ‘22
Copy Editor
The U.S. has many holiday
customs
that
American
students are familiar with,
such as Christmas tree
lighting, caroling, and the
seasonal phenomenon of
Santa
Clause.
Holidays
are observed and practiced
differently by students that
come from diverse nations.
With the holiday time
approaching,
emphasizing
and admiring the variations
in other countries’ holiday
traditions, and admiring them,
may might provide a fresh
and informative perspective
on
other
individuals.
Holiday traditions can
be portrayed differently for
students that come from a
more diverse background
compared to those who
celebrate the usual American
customs.
Junior
Krissy
Dinsenbacher comes from a a
background of Japanese and
German, and for the holiday
seasons she shared that in
Germany, there are usually
festivals that run from the
beginning of the month until
the end, such as Oktoberfest

Mandich's
Message

Credit: Pablo Hernandez

Hernandez, who is from Spain, enjoys the holidays with his family.

and
Weihnachtsmarkt.
Dinsenbacher shared that
for Christmas day, her

family typically celebrates
in a traditional American
fashion, aside from dinner.

She mentioned that “in
Japan, it’s really popular
for people to get KFC
(Kentucky Fried Chicken)
for Christmas, so much so
that people have to preorder
it days to weeks in advance.
However, for my family
we usually have sushi for
Christmas dinner”, further
elaborating on how her
family’s Christmas tradition
differs from the typical
American Christmas dinner.
For exchange students, they
will be celebrating Christmas
a bit differently this year than
others might. Junior Pablo
Hernandez, will be spending
Christmas in California instead
of his province Madrid, Spain.
Hernandez shared that in
the U.S., he has noticed that
“we center the celebration
around Santa Claus, while in
Spain, it is the celebration of
Papa Noel. In the U.S., Santa
Claus’s existence is widely
controversial,
though
in
Madrid, people still follow the
traditions of Papa Noel and try
to keep his presence ongoing,”
further clarifying that the role
of Papa Noel plays a big role
in Madrid, Spain. Around this
holiday time in southwestern
Europe, Hernandez shared

at home that make home not feel like a happy place. Maybe
you lost someone you love and that grief is heavy. Maybe you
experience more seasonal-depression (yes, it’s a real thingoftentimes related to the increase in melatonin and decrease
in serotonin levels). Maybe you feel pressure and stress from
expectations of the holidays. Whatever you are feeling, it’s valid.
Here are 5 tips for navigating the holiday season:
1. Set boundaries with family and friends: It’s okay to say no to
things you do not want to do. Remember boundaries are not meanthey can (and should be) set with respect. AND, how somebody
responds to your boundaries is not YOUR responsibility.
2. Have realistic expectations of yourself and others: Don’t
overextend yourself, don’t overspend. We all have this idea
in our heads of what the holidays “should” be; however,
keep in mind that no family, no holiday, no person is perfect.
3. Rest, relax, and reset: PLEASE spend your winter break actually
taking a break. You cannot pour from an empty cup. Remember if you
do not rest, your body will do it for you- meaning, you will probably
end up sick or being forced because you didn’t take the time to do it.
4. Stay connected with people that make you feel your best:
Whether it’s in-person or virtually, spend time and energy with
people that value you for who you are and make you feel your best.
Stay present and grounded in the moment: It can be so easy for all
of us to focus on the past and worry about the future. Find time to be
present and focus on the here and the now. Take everything around
you in. One way you can do this is to connect with your senses.
For example, the next time you see lights hanging up, really look
at them and take it in. Notice how you feel looking at them. Being
present can help us really appreciate and find gratitude in the little
moments, even if there are other things we are struggling with.
Stay safe and be sure that you are taking care of yourself!

that “people don’t usually eat
turkey or mashed potatoes
how Americans will, while
in Spain during this time, we
usually have lamb, vegetables,
seafood, cheese, bread, and
roscon de reyes.” Roscon de
reyeswhich is a sweet bread
that is similar to brioche that is
typically served on the Spanish
holiday, Kings Day. Kings
Day is usually held on January
6, and “In its origin is a very
Chistian celebration., ‘Llos
tres reyes magos’ (the three
magic kings) are celebrated
similarly to the way that Santa
Clause and Christmas are
here in the U.S.. If children
don’t get as many gifts on
Christmas (or what would be
stocking stuffers), they would
be given more gifts by the
three kings and vice versa”

explained Hernandez. Spain
has its own traditional songs
for this time of year, Pablo
shared that the most common
to hear would be “Feliz
Navidad” and “Ya Vienen
Los Reyes Magos.” However,
they do adopt some carols
from the U.S. such as “We
Wish You A Merry Christmas”
and the well known “All
I Want For Christmas Is
You” by Mariah Carrey.
Christmas will most likely
be remembered uniquely this
year for students of different
backgrounds. Awareness of
various countries’ traditions
could help to make others
feel more at ease and peace
during this holiday season,
which could help them to
understand American culture
while celebrating their own.
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Deaf Football Team Makes CIF History

VARSITY FALL SPORTS MVPS

Justin
Hougland ‘23
Boys Water Polo

Jack
Pavlovsky ‘22
Boys Water Polo

Mary
Handler ‘22
Girls Field Hockey

Kristiana
Dinsenbacher ‘23
Girls Golf

Saige
Rivera ‘22
Girls Volleyball

Bella
Rittenberg ‘23
Girls Volleyball

Michael
Martinez ‘22
Cross Country

Morgan
Smith ‘23
Cross Country

Credit: New York Times

This is the first time in sixty-eight years that the football team from the California School for the Deaf has made it to the championship.

Madison Hudson ‘22
Staff Writer

Football is known to be one of
the most popular and aggressive sports
in the world. The sport is available
for all no matter their ethnicities,
beliefs, religion, or disabilities.
The California School for the Deaf
(CSDR) was established to allow
students with disabilities, specifically
deaf or hard-of-hearing students to
be able to join educational programs
that had a combination of American
Sign Language/English bilingual
and multicultural aspects of learning.
This school gave their students the
opportunity to join their football team
and take on the journey of competing
in the same sports as hearing students.
The California School for the
Deaf has made a huge statement
after making it all the way to the
championship game in the Division

Two
California
Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) Southern Section.
This championship game consisted of
an eight-man team who played to win
the section title as this was their first
appearance in their school’s history.
It was the first time in sixty-eight
years that that school made it all the
way to the championship game. The
school is the only deaf high school in
their division, and is made up of eight
deaf athletes as well as a deaf coach.
As Varsity Football Coach
at CSDR, Mr. Keith Adams was
interviewed by multiple different
companies. “This will become a
learning experience, this season will
go down as unfinished business,”
Adams said through sign language.
Although this was a tough loss for the
team, Adams believes that the “pain
will eventually spark a new fire for
[his] program” and the sting of defeat
will stick around for a while but not for
too long. An advantage the team uses

is American Sign Language and they
use this to the best of their abilities,
as other teams do not know what is
being said or what the plays are. Junior
Enos Zornoza, the team’s running
back, stated, “With our eyes, during
your breaks during halftime you look
around, they’re cheering, their hands
are waving in the air. You see their
energy. That feels so good.” The team
transitioned from being made fun of and
discouraged to media angels and stars.
The team has TV producers left and
right trying to reach out, asking if they
can make a movie about their journey.
With all the excitement that
comes with being the only deaf team in
the division, hard work and dedication
is put in by the athletes as they train for
the next season. They look forward to
winning championships next year and
hope to make history once again. As
they lost their last game, it taught them a
lesson and they will hold themselves to
a higher expectation for years to come.

Anastasia
Nechay ‘22
Girls Tennis

Karla
Rangel ‘22
Girls Tennis

Cody Stordahl ‘22
League MVP
*no other MVPs have
been announced

Athlete Spotlights
Photos and Spotlights by
Nerissa Moore ‘23
Sports Editor

Angel Parra ‘23

Kat Bobrova ‘22
Varsity Girls Water Polo

Dominating the waters
since her freshman year,
Captain and Senior Kat
Bobrova has maintained her
hard-earned position on the
Varsity Girls Water Polo and
Swim teams for these past
four years. With Bobrova’s
position as Set D, Bobrova
plays offense for her fellow
Pumas. Throughout her four
years, Bobrova has bonded
with her teammates and
attributes her success to them.
“The team and our continuous
efforts to always give it our

Alden Pico ‘22

Varsity Boys Basketball

Varsity Boys Soccer
all at practice and games,”
Bobrova commented. Not
only crediting her success to
her fellow players, Bobrova
finds motivation in them as
well. Seeing not only her
teammates as inspiration,
Bobrova also sees Head
Coach Mr. Josh Stone as a
push to keep progressing.
Following the end of this
water polo season, Bobrova
sees herself attending the
University of California San
Diego, wishing to major in
psychology while continuing
her career in water polo. As
the last four years have given
her an outlet to truly express
herself, water polo is not just
a sport to Bobrova. “Water
polo means everything to
me. . . I have devoted a lot of
time and effort to [water polo]
for these past four years. . .
it is something that makes
me happy,” Bobrova shared.
Bobrova will continue to lead
and contribute to her team for
the remainder of her season.

Taking on the field for
the first time at the age of
four, Junior Angel Parra
has made soccer one of his
top priorities. As a rightwing-back on the school’s
Varsity Boys Soccer team,
Parra attributes his success
on the field to his time spent
exercising and practicing his
skills. Working on and off the
field, he contributes multiple
hours prioritizing his health.
Consistently training, Parra
pushes himself on the soccer
field. Seeking inspiration,

Parra has found motivation in
his father. “My dad inspires
me. . .he has always taught
me to always work harder
than
everybody
around
me,” Parra stated. To Parra,
his future career lies at the
collegiate level. Parra shared,
“I would like to go to a top
college after high school. . .I
see soccer in my future and
I plan to get a scholarship
through it.” Seeing soccer as
his main priority, Parra puts
it over other extracurricular
activities. Parra expressed,
“Soccer means everything
to me. . .on the field the
mentality is life or death. .
.I always give 110%.” It is
clear how Parra has become a
significant player on the team
and out on the soccer field.
With his immense work ethic
and notable representation
of Puma pride, Parra will
undoubtedly continue to
be a top competitor on
the field for the rest of
the season and the next.

First
picking
up
basketball in elementary
school, Senior Alden Pico first
found his love for basketball
early on. “I always loved
playing games with friends
at lunch,” Pico commented.
Being a point guard for the
Varsity Boys Basketball team,
Pico has continued to enter
the court with a determined
mindset. To Pico, his success
is motivated by his parents
and their personal work ethic.
Pico stated, “My parents
inspire me. . .they worked

really hard to give me and my
siblings an amazing life so I
work hard for them and my
future family.” Pico’s hours of
hard work and determination
are what have brought him
to where he is today. “If
you are not working hard,
someone will pass you up
and become better than you,”
Pico shared. Looking past the
courts, Pico’s passion lies in
the medical field. After high
school, Pico would like to be
an athletic trainer. With the
upbeat life of this athlete, it is
understandable that the court
has become a second home.
Pico stated, “Basketball. . .is
my safe place, it is always
there and never leaves you.
. .[I] can always rely on
basketball if I feel down or
mad, I just shoot a couple
shots and it always relieves the
stress.” As Pico approaches
his final year on the court,
he will continue to carry
on his strong mindset after
he leaves the Puma family.
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Whelan Leads Team Sanchez Sisters Take on Wrestling Mat
Julian Stanfield ‘24
Staff Writer

Heading into his third year
of playing for the school, Varsity
Boys Soccer Captain and Junior
Danny Whelan once again
demonstrates his soccer skills
and hardened will. Being a center
back and a leader on field, he
always makes sure to talk with his
teammates and work his hardest.
Whelan got into the sport
eleven years ago, during a time
when he was trying new sports.
He enjoyed soccer the most
and decided to start playing
competitively. Since middle
school, Whelan has always
wanted to “be able to play
for [the] team, especially on
Varsity,” he commented.
He
joined the Junior Varsity (JV)
team his freshman year and later
moved up to the Varsity team

Credit: ncasports.org

Whelan prepares to pass the ball.

his sophomore year. As center
back, Whelan has grown to
become a good communicator
due to having an almost clear
view of the field. With this view,
Whelan can spot the location of
opposing players and can alert
his teammates of their positions.
Soccer has helped him to
be physically fit and has helped
to prevent him from making
negative life-changing decisions.
In addition, soccer has also given
him the motivation to do well
in school due to the grade point
average (GPA) requirement
needed to play. His teammates,
along with the competitive
atmosphere, push him to keep
working in order to continue as
an important player on the team.
He explained, “[The players on]
defense with me are really good
players so to try and stay in that
spot, it’s gonna be tough.” Whelan
does well at communicating but
mentioned that he needs to work
on his skill work and fitness.
This season, Whelan hopes to
keep a “clean sheet” and not let
any of the opposing teams score
on them for as long as possible.
Previous Varsity center back
and Alumni Tyler Rourke was a
huge inspiration for Whelan.
Whelan stated, “He was the
strongest, biggest guy on that
team, so essentially, that’s what
I aim to be. . .but. . .I gotta be
better than Tyler.” Another one
of Whelan’s motivators is the
possibility of a scholarship. After
finishing his time in high school,
Whelan plans on applying
to college at the University
of California San Diego, the
University of California Los
Angeles, and more for mechanical
and
electrical
engineering.
Afterward, he wants to go
into automotive engineering.

Nerissa Moore ‘23
Sports Editor

In 1949, Mary Lillian Ellisor,
also known as The Fabulous Moolah,
broke societal rules when she became
the first woman to compete in a
Wrestling Championship. Facing a
world that once believed women did
not belong in the ring, Ellisor’s career
was a dominant step in the change
within the wrestling community. At
Chaparral, sisters and captains on the
Varsity Girls Wrestling team, Junior
Isabella Sanchez and Freshman Jasmine
Sanchez are just one part of that change.
Before Isabella found her love for
wrestling, she participated in martial
arts. “I found wrestling and it just stuck
with me,” Isabella commented. Being a
three-year varsity wrestler, Isabella no
doubt found comfort within the family
she built on the mat. She alludes to
how within her Puma family, Isabella
finds inspiration from her coach, Coach
Mr. Max Irvin. Isabella stated, “He has
always been my number-one supporter
and is the reason I am where I am today.
. . He has accomplished a lot in life,
not only as a wrestler but outside the
mat. . . it inspires me to look ahead.”
With her many accomplishments, she
attributes her successes to her will to
not give up and her mental strength,
“This is not an easy sport and it takes
a lot of mental toughness. . . You get
beat up a lot and always have to get
back up,” Isabella shared. Throughout
her years on the mat, Isabella’s efforts
do not only inspire her fellow wrestlers.
Inspiring her younger sister
Jasmine, Jasmine like her sister,
is one of Chaparral’s Varsity team
Captains. Similar to her sister, Jasmine
participated in martial arts like
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu for two years before
getting into wrestling earlier this year.
To advance her successes, Jasmine
makes it a point to enroll in as many
tournaments as she can and attempt to

Credit: @chspumawrestling

Bella (left) placed fourth and Jasmine (right) placed second at the Showboat tournament.

stay positive through rough patches.
With the severity of her sport, Jasmine
looks to her sister for support, also
drawing inspiration from “wanting to
get better,” Jasmine remarked. With
Jasmine’s prosperity, it is no doubt she’s
been labeled a captain by her team.
Being a male-dominated sport, it
is common for women who take on the
mat to be criticized for achieving strong
goals. From fans to peers, judgment is
everywhere. Isabella shared that some
untasteful discretion has come from
those who were meant to lift her the
most; her past coaches. “You have oldfashioned coaches with old-fashioned
thinking,” Isabella expressed, “What
matters is that I had other people and
other coaches to support me.” Jasmine
likewise shared that she has felt almost
discredited, “People just do not take
[women’s wrestling] as seriously when
I tell them [that I wrestle],” Jasmine

shared. Being able to overpower the
negativity, the Sanchez sisters have
consistently powered through with
strong heads. Isabella shared, “Wrestling
is so much more than just the sport. .
. It teaches you to better yourself as a
person, by teaching respect, discipline,
hard work. . . I would not trade what I
am doing for anything else.” Like other
sports, wrestling has allowed athletes
to have an outlet, “To me [wrestling]
is something to look forward to,”
Jasmine commented. Separating the
sport from the numbers, the girls have
written a new definition for wrestling.
Isabella and Jasmine are not the
school’s first female wrestlers and
certainly will not be the last. While
they strive for achievements in their
remaining years. Their motivation will
get them far after high school and with
the duo’s positive influence, they hope
to see other lady pumas take on the mat.

Hunter Simon: The Unstoppable Force on the Court and Field
Julian Stanfield ‘24

and field. However, she is not
only a physical player who
relies on her strength; she is
also a careful thinker and can
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b e c a m e Senior Hunter Simon charges down the field with the ball during a lacrosse game. team, she
invested
is
more
in basketball at an early age lacrosse after one of her defensive and plays the low
because of her basketball- friends recommended that she defense positions. Simon
fanatic brothers and her join the school’s team. Despite said that the two sports are
mother, who happened to be her height when compared to similar to each other, so she
a basketball coach. Ever since the other players, Simon is still can easily transfer new skills
she started playing, the sport a physical monster on the court she learned from one sport to
Staff Writer

stuck with her and became a
major part of her life. Simon
stated, “Basketball has always
influenced my life. Without
basketball, I’m. . .lost. Like,
it gives me something to do
and it’s somewhere to take
my stress out.” She eventually
started playing and loving

the other. She also stated that
this applies to her mentality
in both sports although
lacrosse requires endurance.
It seemed that almost
nothing could stop her from
playing the sport she loved.
That is, until the pandemic
struck and shut down all
sporting events. The pandemic
was a difficult and bleak time
for Simon because basketball
was what kept her busy and
it was one of her motivations
to do well in school due to the
grade point average (GPA)
requirement for sports. “I lost
time to get better [because
of the pandemic]. . .without
basketball, I was, like, stuck
academically because, like,
normally I make good grades.
. .but. . . not having basketball,
kinda made me fall behind,”
she stated. Thankfully, she was
able to get back on her feet and
recover from the effects of the
pandemic once the basketball
season started up again. With
her high school years coming
to a close, Simon plans on
attending college and earning
a teaching degree to become
an elementary school teacher
after graduating. She is
currently considering going to
the University of Nevada Las
Vegas, Santa Clara University,
and many other schools that can
provide her a free education.
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Simon displays her incredible athleticism by taking a shot at the basket.
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