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AP Seminar Students Working to Resolve City-Wide Issues
BY BENJAMIN GARNER ‘19

There is that one cliche criticism 
of schooling that every student has 
uttered at one point or another, the, 
“when am I going to use this?” or 
the “why should I care about this?” 
However, on November 17 the 
Advanced Placement (AP) Seminar 
class got a unique opportunity to 
apply the skills they have built 
upon throughout their years of 
schooling to collaboratively 
work with the Temecula city 
government to help solve some 
real, crucial issues facing the city.

AP Seminar is the first course of 
the two-year AP Capstone Diploma 
Program, and this year’s students 
are the first ever group of Capstone 
students at the school. On November 
17, the AP Seminar class met in the 

conference center with Temecula 
Mayor Maryann Edwards, along 
with other members of the city 
government. Each of the individuals 
who attended presented a specific 
issue impacting the community to 
the Capstone students. The students, 
who had been grouped prior to 
the meeting, then broke up and 
discussed their specific issue over 
lunch with the issue’s respective city 
representative. Over the following 
weeks, the students will work in their 
groups to devise a solution to their 
problem. Then on December 19, the 
group will share their solution, TEDx 
style, in the Performing Arts Center, 
with the city, family members, 
perspective Capstone applicants, 
and Chaparral and Temecula Valley 

Unified School District faculty.  
The issues these groups are 

working on each have a specific 
impact on the city of Temecula, 
and the city government is eager to 
hear what the Capstone students can 
come up with. There are six groups 
total, each with their own issue to 
research: marijuana regulation and 
policy; dealing with traffic; water 
usage and troubleshooting; social 
media and ‘fake news’; a solution 
to homelessness; and problems 
relating to housing. The students 
were first instructed to select their 
own lenses to view the issue through, 
some of these include scientific or 
economic; this way of viewing issues 
is an integral part of the Capstone 
course. Each student then wrote a 

research paper using evidence they 
gathered on the subject, through 
their lens, called the Individual 
Research Report (IRR). Once they 
have finished their first draft of the 
IRR, they will begin to work on 
their Team Multimedia Presentation, 
the TMP is an amalgamation 
of their separate research that 
proposes a solution, which they 
will be presenting on December 19.

All of this is in preparation for the 
real thing, which starts just after the 
winter holiday. Capstone is a very 
unique AP program, the AP exam for 
Seminar actually beginning second 
semester, and when the semester 
starts they are on the clock. 55 percent 
of the exam score is made up of this 
second semester work. Students 

will first do a 1,200 word IRR and 
an eight to ten minute TMP with 
oral defense of their argument (20 
percent). Students will then, using 
a package of ‘stimulus documents’ 
as well as their own copious outside 
research, write an Individual Written 
Argument (IWA) and a presentation 
based on the IWA, an Individual 
Multimedia Presentation (IMP) 
which also includes an aspect of oral 
defense (35 percent). After all is said 
and done, students will finish the 
course with a two hour end of course 
exam featuring three short-answer 
questions (SAQs) and one synthesis 
type essay question. AP Capstone 
is a rigorous course that prepares 
students for real world problem 
solving and effective teamwork. 

Clubs on Campus Giving Back During the Holiday Season
BY DEJA PENDLETON ‘18

Various clubs around 
campus are getting into 
the holiday spirit by giving 

back to those in need. From donating 
toys and gifts, to giving essential 
hygiene items, these organizations 
want to spread as much holiday 
cheer as possible. By donating time, 
energy, and supplies, these clubs felt 
a responsibility to ensure a positive 
holiday season for those who may 
not get a picture perfect Christmas. 

Chicanos Unidos are participating 
in giving back to the community this 
holiday season by gathering clothes, 
hygiene supplies, and other useful 
things to give to the homeless in 
Temecula and San Diego. The club 
will also be making Christmas cards 
for people who will be spending 
the holidays in hospitals and nearby 
elderly communities. Vice President 
Senior Eloisa Cedillo stated, “We 
are very fortunate to have a home 

and other things to keep us warm 
during this cold season, so we felt 
the need to help those who are not as 
fortunate.” Senior Yamilet Sanchez 
added, ”I believe giving back during 
the holidays is important because we 
are all so blessed in 
life and we should 
spread love around. It 
helps create stronger 
communities and 
spreads happiness 
to everyone.” 

Another program 
working to give 
back is Operation 
Christmas Child. 
Hosted by 
Associated Student 
Body (ASB), 
this project has 
been given to 
underclassmen and 
in turn will help 

them to develop leadership skills. 
Sophomores Allison Casasola and 
Vincenzo Montesano, leaders of 
the Operation Christmas Child 
Committee, took on the task this year 
in creating a friendly competition 

between clubs such as Students 
Against Destructive Decisions 
(SADD), California Scholarship 
Federation (CSF), Key Club, and 
Red Cross, to gather as many items as 
they could. These items consisted of 

toys, sanitation 
items, and 
school supplies, 
which are to 
be sent to third 
world countries. 
Casasola added, 
“Living in 
Temecula, we are 
very privileged, 
and we forget 
about things 
like toothpaste 
and soap that 
are not as easily 
accessible to 
everyone across 
the world. . .it 

made me more thankful for what I 
have.” Montesano expanded, “This 
has been happening. . .for four to 
six years now, and this year we 
have doubled [the] previous year’s 
numbers with the amount of supplies.” 
The club that was able to bring in 
the most toys this year was CSF. 

A toy drive was also held by 
the Naval Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (NJROTC) Program. 
Over a hundred toys were donated 
to be given out at the Winter 
Wonderland event on December 15 at 
Temecula Valley High School. These 
donations will go to military children. 

When one shares in one small 
act of kindness, it can have a 
much larger impact than expected, 
inspiring more people to give and 
be more selfless. Volunteering or 
spreading holiday cheer will not only 
benefit those on the receiving end 
but also those who are participating. 

Photo: Benjamin Garner Photo: Benjamin Garner
Juniors Alyssa Mae Legaspi, Claudia Qi, and Alek Martinez  take a selfie with Mayor Maryann Edwards.

Members from Wish Makers and The Platinum Press work together to wrap gifts.
Photo: Makayla Renner

Students enjoying a lunch meeting with Assistant City Manager, Greg Butler, discussing city related issues.
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JROTC Teams Competed In Annual Veterans Drill Meet
BY EMILY PHAM ‘21

The 17th annual Veterans 
Drill Meet was hosted by 
the Naval Junior Reserve 

Officers Training Corps (NJROTC) 
on November 18. This event had 
a variety of categories students 
participated in: Inspection, 
Regulation, and Exhibition for the 
Unarmed and Armed Drill Teams, 
Individual and Four-Man Exhibition 
routines, and Color Guard. JROTC 
teams representing all services 
throughout California, Arizona, and 
Nevada competed for the various 
awards. Enlisted Marines came out to 
act as judges for the competition and 
gave out awards at the end of the day.  

The Veterans Drill Meet is an 
event where cadet-led teams from 
different schools came to compete in 

the different events. They were given 
multiple orders from commanding 
officers and in turn, cadets obey 
the command and perform the task. 
Junior Kyle Cayanan explained that 
in armed drill exhibition, “We all 
compete in a field where we spin 
rifles and. . .This event is basically a 
review of what we have learned and 
we get evaluated on it.” Freshman 
Brandon Yi explained the overall 
concept as, “twenty- seven high 
schools come to compete. It’s just 
when ROTC cadets compete in 
the events.” During the inspection 
phase, the team’s uniforms, pieces 
of equipment, and weapons were 
inspected. The teams with and 
without arms had approximately 
seven minutes to complete an original 

performance where they added their 
own creative flair to their routines. 

The unarmed and armed teams 
both competed in regulation 
where the cadets move as one 
to demonstrate their expertise in 
military drill. They were expected 
to stay within the boundaries of 
a drill pad while executing forty 
plus commands. Yi described one 
of the last events conducted by the 
enlisted Marines in attendance as 
the “unarmed tapout. . .an even in 
the competition where we execute 
commands and if we do it wrong, you 
get tapped out of the competition,” 
he stated. The Individual Exhibition 
was a three minute creative drill 
sequence. For this competition, 
three cadets from each school were 
allowed to compete. Participants 
were judged on posture, position, 
military bearing, and originality. 
Junior Angelo Quinto won third place 
for his individual armed exhibition. 
Another type of exhibition is the 
Four-Man which is a four minute 
drill sequence. This competition 
allowed a maximum of four members 
for each team. Participants were 
judged on posture and position. 
Color Guard was an eight minute 
competition that utilized four cadets, 
two riflemen and two flagmen, 
where they marched in a ceremonial 
presentation of the nation’s colors. 
There were fifty commands on the 
drill card that the team commander 
had to memorize and execute.     

After much hard work from cadets, 

Cayanan stated, “We all spend so 
much time after school to get the 
routines down since it [the event] is 
very important  to us. Also, ROTC 
sets a stage for us.” At the day’s end, 
the Unarmed Drill Team took first 

place in regulation marching, the 
minor Color Guard, which consists 
of mainly freshmen, took first place, 
and the major Color Guard took fifth 
as  well as a third place award  for 
one of the individual exhibitionists. 
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The armed drill team marches with confidence into their regulation drill sequence.

The Color Guard major team stood by before the inspection conducted by Marines.



features Page 3
Chaparral - The Platinum Press - December 15, 2017

  

Pumas, congratulations on reaching the end of 
the fi rst semester for our 2017/2018 school year! As 
we look back on these last months and identify our 
personal challenges, success stories, pitfalls, and 
celebrations, we should all be in a place where we can 
see what we need to continue to do well and identify 
what we can improve upon for next semester. When 
we self-refl ect and make the right adjustments, we 
can get a little closer to individual and campus-wide 
EXCELLENCE, the “E” in Puma PRIDE.  

Why excellence? My simple answer is. . .Why 
not? My more insightful response follows my sincere 
belief that each student on this campus has a talent 
to offer. Each one of you has a skill that is worthy of 
personal investment.  Maybe you are good at math, 
maybe reading and writing are your thing, or maybe 
you excel in the world of visual or performing arts. 
There are numerous activities, projects, courses, 
teams, and clubs that are worthy of your talents.  Find 
that connection and share your EXCELLENCE with 
the rest of the Chaparral High School community. 

Leaders strive for excellence! Go out of your way 
to set an example of excellence that will make others 
want to follow. Good luck on your semester fi nals. 
As always, let that PUMA PRIDE shine through!

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Principal Nicole Dayus

Every girl deserves an 
opportunity to feel special 
no matter their dispositions. 
The Miss Marvelous 
pageant is a wonderful 
opportunity for girls who are 
in special needs programs to 
express themselves and be 
recognized by their peers. 
Each year, these spectacular 
girls from each respective 
high school in the district 
join forces to take the stage. 

On November 15, 
the seventh annual Miss 
Marvelous pageant took place 
at Temecula Valley High 
School (TVHS). Hundreds 
of students fi lled the seats of 
the TVHS auditorium, each 
person cheering on all the 
girls, no matter what school 
they were there to represent. 
The girls who participated 
in Miss Marvelous each 
had a unique personality 
and talents to express which 
allowed the audience to 
connect with them as they 
were on stage performing. 
United, they performed 
a group dance together 
which was a resounding 
favorite among the girls.

Each of the girls were 
crowned and awarded sashes 
based on what they exhibited 
in their performances, from 
“Miss Enthusiastic” to “Miss 

Passionate.” Senior Calvin 
Melero, who attended the 
event to support the girls felt 
the Miss Marvelous pageant 
was a “very inspirational 
event. . .all the girls were 
amazing and their talents 
were all very unique.” 
Melero continued, he talked 
about how much he loved 
“how all three schools came 
together to support the girls 
in doing what they love.” 
The event is centered around 
giving the girls a loving and 
accepting environment they 
deserve, and 
p r o v i d i n g 
them with 
a genuine 
moment in 
the spotlight. 

The event 
c o n s i s t e d 
of great 
performances 
by each of 
the girls. 
Showcasing 
t h e i r 
exceptional 
vocal or 
d a n c i n g 
abilities, or 
whatever else 
makes them 
happy, the 
contes tants 
got to 

show of their skills in 
front of an adoring crowd. 

After the performances 
took place the judges took 
a moment to deliberate 
and decide which titles 
would best suit each of the 
girls. It is a process that 
recognizes each contestant 
individually for their ability 
and personality while 
also doing an outstanding 
job of incorporating and 
including each and every 
one of the contestants for 
their equally beautiful traits. 

As for the Puma girls 
who attended each were 
crowned and awarded sashes 
that certainly suit them. 
Sophomore Stephanie Smith’s 
passionate performance 
earned her Miss Passionate; 
Sophomore Kylee Hoskings’ 
performance earned her Miss 
Poised; Sophomore Jordan 
Henderson’s wonderful 
personality earned her 
Miss Enthusiastic; Senior 
Julianna Phippen’s talents 
earned her the fi tting 
title of Miss Confi dent.

It is that time of year 
again; where military 
children are entering 

new schools due to permanent 
change in station (PCS) 
which is when a family with 
an active service member 
moves to a different military 
base. This may not seem like 
a big deal to some students 
because the military does 
not play a role in their lives, 
but almost everyone has met 
someone who is affected 
by the military in some 
way. Throughout December 
and January, more military 
kids and their families will 
be moved to new places, 
whether it be within America 
or internationally, due to their 
parent or legal guardian 
transferring stations.  
Moving during the 
holiday season 
is hard because 
many are 
forced to leave 
their friends 
and family 
members behind. 
Students may just 
see a military kid as 
a new student, but to that 
child, transferring stations 
means a new home, a new 
environment and something 
they have to adapt to for the 
next few years before the 
possibility of moving again. 
It is possible for a military 
kid to stay in one place their 
whole life, being able to 
remain friends with someone 
all through their school years, 
but, majority of the time, this 
is not the case. Most military 

kids do not stay in one place 
longer than three years at 
a time. With this in mind, 
welcoming a new student who 
comes from a military family 
can have a bigger impact on 
them then one may think.

Moving from place to 
place can be challenging 
and often stressful due to 
the constant changes that 
c o m e w i t h 

living in 
many different locations 

around the world. For the 
average student, moving can 
be a really big challenge and 
an even bigger heartbreak, 
but for a military child this 
kind of situation is something 
they are forced to adapt to at 
a young age. Some military 
children do struggle with 
these moves because of how 
challenging it can be adapting 
to new environments.

Although moving may be 

a pain, Senior Alexis Garado 
has embraced this challenge 
and takes many  opportunities 
to learn new things about 
her new home with every 
move. Garado said she has 
lived in six different places 
from what she can remember 
during her childhood. Her 
furthest travels were living in 
the Philippines for a year and 

M i s a w a , 
Japan for three years. 
Garado’s father is in the Navy, 
moving with his family to the 
outskirts of the country like 
Maryland and California as 
well. The moves Garado has 
made out of the country have 
made her a different person. 
She said that, “[Moving] 
has made me more cultured, 
tolerant, and open minded 
and has forced me to be 
more social than I would 
have been otherwise and has 

toughened me up a fair bit 
because of leaving my home 
and people I love.” Garado 
maintains a positive mindset 
about moving because it is 
what she has known all her 
life and said that she would 
not have it any other way.

For a person going 
through and living out their 
entire youth with this hectic 
lifestyle, it can be diffi cult 
not only because of the 
moves, but maintaining a 
positive mindset after every 
transition to a new place. 
How they react to the moves 
differs from person to person. 
Many start to question their 
relationships with people 
because they seem temporary 

and this leads to them 
becoming antisocial. 

Although there is 
this drawback, 
others who live 
the military 
child lifestyle 
would not 

trade it for the 
world because 

they are able to be 
open and make friends 

easily.The way they live 
and grow up makes each 
and every individual kid 
different from one another 
as they experience new 
people and environments that 
most kids would not. Over 
these next two months, new 
students will be transferring 
into school, so be sure to 
welcome them, for this is just 
another journey they have 
to embrace for their next 
or last year of high school.

Girls Shine on Miss Marvelous Stage
BY BENJAMIN GARNER ‘19

Military Kids and the Holiday Season
BY DESTINY VELARDE ‘18
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What is something that being a military 
kid has taught you over the years?

“It has taught me to be open minded and 
culturally sensitive. Moving around the world 
exposes me to different ways of living [and] 
I’ve gained a respect for how other cultures do 
things. I enjoy being out there, trying different 
foods, different styles of clothing and following 
different traditions- especially [after] living in 
Japan for a few years.”

Where is the best place you’ve moved to 
because of the military?

“My family and I got stationed in Gurnee, 
Illinois and it was amazing because of the 
friendships I had made there. Even though 
it’s not a big out of country move, I got to 
experience something out of my comfort zone 
and it was honestly the best thing as a young 
girl. The thought of moving and seeing the 
country always go me excited.”

Sophomore Stephanie Smith being crowned “Miss Passionate” at the end of the event.

JROTC Teams Competed In Annual Veterans Drill Meet
BY EMILY PHAM ‘21

Photo: Benjamin Garner

Photo: D
estiny Velarde

Photo: D
estiny Velarde

Junior Alyssa Mosqueda

Sophomore Savianah Illas
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On November 
16, Senior 
Chief Stephen 

McGovern was given the 
Community Service Award 
for the hard work he has 
continually devoted to the 
community. His students have 
shown their appreciation for 
his contributions to the Naval 
Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (NJROTC) 
program by granting him 
this prestigious award. 
McGovern said he is humbled 
by his award, considering 
the fact that his students 
recognized how much he 
dedicates to influencing and 
inspiring them. The award 
was given to five retired 
service members within 
the community for their 
dedication towards serving 
others. The selections were 
based on an essay written 
by someone who understood 
what the honoree truly does 
to better the community, 
and in McGovern’s case it 
was his NJROTC students. 

McGovern’s determination 
and willpower earned him his 
Senior Chief rank during his 
time in the Navy. He had to 
be evaluated by his superiors 
to become a Chief and was 
chosen to be Senior Chief in 
2008. After retiring in 2012, 
McGovern chose to work as 
a Naval Science Instructor 
(NSI) instead of promoting to 

the next rank of Master Chief. 
McGovern has worked at the 
school for six years, and both 
him and Senior Naval Science 
Instructor Lieutenant Colonel 
Paul Bishop are teachers 
in the NJROTC program. 
They work very hard in 
order to instill leadership 
skills, discipline, and self-
confidence in their students to 
prepare them for career paths 
beyond high school. Many 
students that join NJROTC 
realize that their teachers 
generally do not enforce 
discipline on them through 
physical punishments, but 
rather through teaching 
them to push themselves to 
accomplish more. Senior 
Chief also works as a softball 
coach for the Girls Varsity 
Softball team. Senior Kelsey 
Hoskins, one of McGovern’s 
softball players, remarked, 
“He does so much to help 
students, whether they are 
his students or someone 
he has never met before.” 
McGovern wants all students 
to understand that they must 
push themselves to fulfill 
a purpose in life. That is 
why he devotes himself to 
teaching his cadets to get 
out of their comfort zones 
and to try something new. 

In previous years, he won 
medals such as the Navy 
Achievement Medal and the 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

The Navy Achievement 
Medal is an award won for 
an outstanding achievement 
contributed by an enlisted 
person. The Meritorious 
Service Medal is an award 
earned by Naval Guards who 
accomplished praiseworthy 
achievements while serving 
the United States. He also 
received a Respect Award 
from an anonymous staff 
peer. McGovern said, “I look 
at the time that I have served 
in the Navy, and while I have 
[earned] a lot of awards, the 
true award, to me, is seeing 
my students excel in life.” 
His devotion to his students’ 
success has proven how 
worthy he is of earning Naval 
achievements in particular. 
With five veterans in the 
area being honored for their 
dedication to the community 
after military life, McGovern 
said that these bestowments 
were truly special because 
they showed how much 
his students appreciate 
what he is teaching them. 

 The Community Service 
Award is truly a dignified 
honor for McGovern. As 
he continues his diligent 
work to provide students 
with the knowledge they 
need to be successful in 
the NJROTC program, 
his peers will continue to 
recognize his dedication 
and reward him for it. 

    As the year concludes, many 
people are reminded that a 
new year has the potential to 
mark a fresh start and welcome 
new beginnings. The end of 
this semester will also mark 
the beginning of retirement 
for Campus Supervisor Ms. 
Sharon Hawley. She has spent 
a wonderful twenty years in 
Puma Nation, but is ready to 
take on a whole new journey 
in life with her loved ones.

Hawley has worked at 
Chaparral since its inception 
in 1997, having worked 
previously for three years at 
Temecula Valley High School 
(TVHS). In this time span, she 
has witnessed several changes 
with the campus, students, and 
staff members. “We only had 
[about] a thousand students, so 
everybody knew everybody,” 
she recalled, comparing the 
school in its first year to a 
small community. Mrs. Nicole 
Dayus elaborated, “Sharon is 
not only an amazing employee, 
but she’s an amazing friend. 
She is a tremendous part of 
the history and culture behind 
why Chaparral High School 
is what it is.” Hawley’s mark 
has been left on the school 
itself, but much more so 
on the people she has met, 
befriended, and inspired.
    Friends and coworkers of 
Hawley have expressed their 
bittersweet feelings towards 
her retirement for the past 
few months leading up to the 

year’s conclusion. Campus 
Supervisor Ms. Jo Ann Paris, 
who has worked with Hawley 
since 2004, shared that the two 
of them are sure to be “lifelong 
friends” no matter the distance. 
Assistant Principal’s Secretary 
Ms. Tina Olsen also stated, 
“She’s the kindest, sweetest 
- I’m going to miss her so 
much. She’s just such a kind, 
wonderful person.” Aside from 
mentioning she will very much 
miss her friends on campus, 
Hawley shared, “I really love 
the kids. . .I’m really going 
to miss them [as well].”

Hawley has a son and 
daughter, both of whom are 
adults now, that reside in 
Texas. Her plan is to close up 
the distance between them 
by moving out there with her 
boyfriend of eight years and 
Golden Retriever, Mita. “Well, 
we are going to look for a 
house first!“ she exclaimed, 
“[I am] excited to [start] a new 

chapter of life in a different 
place, and [be]. . .near both of 
my kids again.” She also plans 
to pick up more of her hobbies 
outside of work, sharing that 
she enjoys both gardening and 
baking. Campus Supervisor 
Ms. Rosie Castaneda added, 
“She’s always shared her 
baked goods with us, and 
we very much appreciated 
that; she’s a great cook.”
    Hawley is able to take with 
her the many memories she 
has made on campus with 
staff members and students - 
people that are truly going to 
miss her. Dayus stated, “She 
will be greatly missed and [is] 
never to be replaced. The work 
that she has done not only 
with staff, but with students 
is amazing.” Her retirement is 
certainly well-deserved, and all 
of Chaparral wishes Hawley 
the very best with her travels 
and thanks her for dedicating 
so many years to the campus.

Senior Chief Earns Award Hawley’s New Beginning
BY INGRID HEIDEMANN ‘21 BY ALISIA COOKE ‘18

Senior Chief (right) with Commanding Officer Makayla Renner, who nominated him for the award.

Hawley and her boyfriend are excited to move to Texas with each other.
Photo: Sharon Hawley

Fellow campus supervisors surround Hawley, a dear friend that they will miss once she moves next semester.
Photo: Alisia Cooke

Photo: Makayla Renner
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Alabama Senate Candidate has History of Pedophilia
BY FELIX SIPRA ‘18

Roy Moore has been accused 
of child molestation by 
several women in the 

past two months during his run to 
be the United States Senator for 
Alabama. These assaults on young 
girls have gone on ever since the 
late 1970s when he began rising 
to power in Alabama politics. His 
transgressions were an open secret 
to Alabama politicians, news media, 
and the police; which has made it 
extremely difficult for this story to 
even step forward. It is absolutely 
ridiculous that it took a run for senate 
for an already powerful politician’s 

pedophilia to come to light.
Women began to step forward after 

The Washington Post published op-
ed’s and articles detailing the horrific 
allegations from young girls since 
regarding molestation at the hands of 
Moore. He was known to date girls 
as young as sixteen years old, with 
the most blatant accusation being a 
sexual act with a fourteen year old 
while Moore was in his thirties. Many 
of his fellow politicians and other 
managers were knowledgeable on his 
despicable acts, and yet said nothing.

Now he is running for office in 
the US Senate where federal laws 

on sexual assault and women’s 
rights are often at the center stage of 
lawmaking. Senate leaders and many 
conservative and liberal media outlets 
have called upon him to step down, 
and yet he refused. In a majority 
republican state, there is still a real 
chance that Moore could have won as 
the Republican candidate. The Trump 
administration has not formally 
endorsed Moore, but they have stated 
they need his vote in the Senate. This 
underhand complicitness with sexual 
predators has been a rather apparent 
theme in the Trump administration, 
with Trump himself having been 

accused of such 
behavior. This 
blatant refusal 
to support 
women after 
coming forward 
about their 
history with 
sexual assault 
shows how 
ugly politicians 
can be for 
the sake of 
pushing policy. 

W i t h 
M o o r e ’ s 
a l l e g a t i o n s , 
the Republican 
Party may 
never recover 
even though he 
did not win the 
Senate race. 
The party will 
have become 
the platform 
of Americans 
that welcomes 
accused child 
m o l e s t e r s . 

Republicans need to step up to the 
plate of morality and human decency 
and stop this candidate from winning 
the election. If the Republican 
Party is to truly be the party that 
supports Judeo-Christian values in 
government they would obviously see 
the outright hypocrisy of supporting 
Roy Moore. The fact that he still 
sees the support of some senators 
shows that the party cares more about 
lowering taxes than human dignity. 
To call these accusations politically 
motivated as a way to undermine the 
accusations is completely invalid, 
as any victim of child molestation 
would do everything in their power to 
prevent their attacker from obtaining 
any sort of political power. These 

dark aspects of society have always 
been present, but it is the progress 
of society that has allowed these 
women to come forward and at least 
be respected by some leaders in 
politics. This nightmare of a senate 
race will hopefully be remembered as 
the election voters said no the child 
molestation, not an acceptance of it. In 
a move towards progress, Doug Jones 
won the special election. Alabamians 
have defied the odds in a stand against 
child molestation. Now, the United 
States senate is at a near even split, 
as republicans and democrats will 
have to not only work together but 
be upfront about their personal lives 
as trust is seemingly broken when it 
comes to the topic of sexual assault.

The Importance of the First Amendment and Net Neutrality
BY BENJAMIN GARNER ‘19

Yesterday, began the 
dreaded vote by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) to repeal the net 
neutrality regulations. This 
fight first took place in 2014 
under the Obama appointed 
FCC which enforced net 
neutrality (the concept that 
Internet Service Providers, 
ISPs, may not throttle speeds or 
block connections to websites 
and ensure equal access to 
all parts of the internet). Yet 
with the Trump appointed, 
Verizon sycophant, Ajit Pai, 
the republicans now hold 
three of the five chairperson 
positions and can thereby 
repeal the vital regulations. 

Currently, net neutrality 
essentially regulates the 
internet as a public utility; it 
can not be restricted or have its 
operation impeded. The repeal 
of this gives ISPs the option 
to do exactly that. They may 
restrict and limit the internet 
in whatever way they decide 
to serve whatever motive. 
This is especially damaging 
when according to the FCC’s 
own data only 8.6 percent of 
people in the United States 
have access to more than 
one ISP, a virtual monopoly. 

If ISPs are given the 
green-light by the Trump 
administration and the FCC 
to control content speeds, it 
will be the virtual demise of 

the free and open internet; a 
platform that was once free 
and open will be subjected to a 
corporate takeover. One likely 
effect of the net neutrality 
repeals would be ISPs 

charging extra for certain types 
of content. For instance, sites 
like Netflix or YouTube could 
be blocked unless one paid 
for an entertainment package. 
Perhaps, internet provided by 

Comcast would have slowed 
speeds or even a completely 
blocked connection for 
Fox News or CNN in 
favor of their own NBC. 

Furthermore, ISPs would be 

able to create the illusion of an 
internet fast lane, which would 
in reality mean certain speeds 
would be slowed down. ISPs 
could require a fee be paid to 
get one’s site in a certain tier of 

connection speed. This favors 
the US corporatocracy, where 
big businesses could afford 
their bribes, small business 
startups and family companies 
could not. Additionally, sites 
that deviate from the status 
quo, from fascists to social 
democrats, would be subjected 
to subjugation. It is no doubt 
that neither of these groups 
are exactly in favor of the 
mainstream media, and they 
both have raised quite an 
opposition and could easily 
be crushed by these massive 
telecommunication companies. 

One of the greatest 
fears, one prevented by the 
First Amendment of the 
constitution, is censorship. 
From the formation of this 
nation and many others, one 
of the fundamental rights, 
one of the core liberties, was 
the protection of information 
and thought. Authoritarian 
government control has been 
a cardinal fear of society 
throughout history and is 
rarely tolerated. But, the 
destruction of net neutrality 
will bring forth an unholy 
corporatocratic, government 
sanctioned, censorship by 
those with a vested interest 
in controlling the media 
narrative. The fate of the 
internet and freedom of 
information is at stake; 
inaction is not an  option.Repealing net neutrality would be an unjust infringement upon the first amendment and could lead to extremely restrictive censorship.

Photo: Cnet

Moore, notorious for “dating” younger girls, is only now being held accountable.
Photo: The Tennessee Star

Accused child molestor Roy Moore had obtained so much power in Alabama, including being a judge of law.
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The days that 
millions either 
dreaded or 

eagerly awaited have 
arrived, it was revealed 
recently and in the past 
few months that Robert 
Mueller, the special 
investigator overseeing 
the Trump investigation, 
decided to indict several 
members of Donald 
Trump’s inner circle. 
Paul Manafort, one of 
Trump’s former campaign 
managers; Manafort’s 
longtime business 
partner Rick Gates; 
most shockingly George 
Papadopoulos a member 
of Trump’s foreign 
policy advisory panel and 
Michael Flynn his ex-
National Security Advisor, 
have all been charged 
with crimes ranging from 
‘failure to file reports of 
foreign bank and financial 
accounts’ to ‘Conspiracy 
against the United States’. 
The investigation is a 
clear indication that the 
Trump administration may 
be in an unrecoverable 
downward spiral.

There is no doubt 
that the Trump-Russia 
collusion conspiracy 
was at times a pathetic, 
overblown ploy by the 
corporate Democrats. 
It was a feeble attempt 
to cover up the fact that 
their pathetic centre-right 
candidate could not beat 
the petulant man-child and 
most disliked politician 
ever, Donald Trump. Even 

today, the Democrats will 
assert the indictments 
are proof of a quid-pro-
quo or something of that 
sort between the Trump 
campaign and Russian 
officials. The investigation 
of Trump’s corruption is 
serious, but not treasonous. 
The Democrats ought to 

take it down a notch and not 
waste their political capital 
on something so inane; 
Trump’s corruption will 
destroy him, the Democrats 
need to fight back on his 
abhorrent policy rather 
than obsessing over 
Dossiers and Deutsche 
Bank. Regardless of the 
Democrats’ flaws, to 

use them as a dismissal 
of actual criminal 
charges being filed in 
a federal investigation, 
as many Republicans 
do, is unsupportable.

Of those known to 
be charged, the most 
significant at this time is 
George Papadopoulos. 

During the campaign 
Papadopoulos, pitched the 
idea of a meeting between 
Trump and Vladimir Putin. 
Considered independently, 
the idea of a meeting is 
not a crime in the slightest, 
but when combined with 
the fact act Papadopoulos 
has pleaded guilty to lying 
to the FBI for lying about 

timing of his meetings 
with his Russian contact 
“The Professor,” who 
he was meeting with 
because of promises of 
“dirt” on Hillary Clinton, 
a much more interesting 
story begins to unfold. 

Papadopoulos as well 
as Manafort, Gates, 

and Flynn, have been 
charged with crimes the 
Trump administration 
asserts are meaningless. 
The flaw in this logic is 
the insistence that the 
charges are meaningless 
because they are not 
directly tied to Trump. 
For one, Papadopoulos, 
a high level official in 

the Trump campaign, 
has been cooperating 
with the FBI for months 
now, likely handing over 
whatever information he 
can in an attempt to protect 
himself. Furthermore, 
Papadopoulos is just the tip 
of the iceberg and certainly 
indicates a ramping up of 
the investigation, Mueller 
is not going to stop there.

    As for Flynn, the 
retired lieutenant general, 
and former national 
security advisory, he 
pleaded guilty to the 
charge of lying to the FBI 
about his conversations 
with Russia’s ambassador. 
Flynn spoke of US 
sanctions of Russia with 
then-Russian ambassador 
to the US Sergey Kislyak 
and blatantly lied about 
these meetings. The 
maximum sentence of 
his crime is five years, 
by federal sentencing 
guidelines, although this 
is at a judge’s discretion. 

The indicting of people 
very close to the president 
could very well be proof 
of Mueller ramping up his 
investigation, gathering all 
the information he needs, 
tying off the loose ends 
one by one, before he can 
take on Trump’s crimes 
with confidence directly. 
Trump should absolutely 
be scared, this country has 
forced the resignation of a 
president through the threat 
of impeachment for far 
less, and it is undoubtedly 
capable of doing it again.

Trump Administration Officials Indicted
BY BENJAMIN GARNER ‘19

Celebrity scrutiny has 
no other favorite topic to 
discuss than child stars 
and their setbacks. Their 
upbringing and actions as a 
minor always seem to have 
more of a weight than their 
fellow adult celebrities. 
To be fair, it is most likely 
that these child stars have 
a more difficult time being 
discreet due to their fame. 
Malia Obama, President 
Barack Obama’s eldest 
daughter, faces this issue 
of being overexposed. 
It is an unreasonable 
expectation of the media 
to expect Malia Obama, a 
first year college student, 
to be a shining example 
of prim and proper. Part of 
being in the First Family 
is understanding that it is 
not the Royal family, and 
that the family ought to 
reflect the rest of America. 

Throughout Malia’s 
tenure as First Daughter, 
the typical aspects of late 
adolescence in the twenty-
first century surfaced, as 
pictures of her smoking 
at a music festival were 
released to tabloids. 
She was immediately 
slammed by the media as 
a lawbreaking pothead, 
and called a bad role 
model for young girls. If 

society really cared about 
the virtuous upbringing 
of girls, they should stop 
voting for leaders that 
sexually assault them. 
Malia Obama smoking 
marijuana does not make 
her a bad role model, it 
makes her a teenager. A 
teenager smoking weed is 
an activity that is indeed 
somewhat illegal, but it is 
also an activity that far too 
many teenagers partake 
in for her to be blamed. 

Now, as a private citizen 
enjoying her freshman 
year at Harvard, Malia 
Obama once again faces 
the same nasty comments 
as before. A video of her 
smoking took the attention 
of the media once again, 
insinuating she may 
have a smoking problem. 
Then a picture of her was 
posted of her making 
out with someone at a 
music festival, in which 
she was accused of being 
promiscuous. Immediately 
the media foes of the 
Obama administration 
clamored to paint her 
as unprofessional and 
lacking class. The amount 
of emotional abuse she 
has had to face for acting 
like a normal person her 
age is unacceptable. It 

is peculiar to see news 
outlets slandering her for 
her ‘habits’ and yet put 
out articles supporting 
privacy and women’s 
empowerment. Presidents 
and past presidents have 
always faced criticism 
by the media, as they 
should; but their children, 
especially their private 
lives are always off limits. 
Even Ivanka Trump, 
whose father is an avid 

slanderer of the Obama 
administration, came to 
support Malia Obama 
stating that children 
are always off limits.

It is no secret that the 
media is under attack from 
the Trump administration 
and the people’s support 
for the media is vital 
to their existence. The 
standard for the major 
news outlets should not be 
that of TMZ. Topics that 

actually affect citizens such 
as policy or transgressions 
of politicians are relevant; 
the actions of the daughter 
of a former politician have 
no impact on Americans 
and therefore should not 
be shown in the media. 
What the former First 
Daughter is doing will 
always grab the attention 
of people, but invasiveness 
is not something the 
media should partake in.

Invasion of Harvard Student’s Personal Life
BY FELIX SIPRA ‘18

Malia Obama’s achievements are often never spoken about, only her questionable actions are.
Photo: Vocativ

Robert Mueller’s investigation is ramping up, indicating he could be eying to take down Trump.
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During the 2016 presidential 
campaign, President 
Donald Trump was 

notorious for claiming that climate 
change was a hoax, and was targeting 
business practices unfairly. Now 
parts of the Trump administration 
have taken a radically different 
tone, stating that climate change 
is indisputably real and humans 
are the prime cause of it. The fact 
that this report came to be released 
by lower level Trump officials 
without being severely edited or 
cut by Trump agenda loyalists is 

extremely ironic as Environmental 
Protection Agency leaders cut out 
rules and regulations that could 
prevent severe climate change. This 
report directly challenges Trump’s 
campaign promise to end climate 
change talks and should force him 
to address climate change as a world 
crisis. The fact that Trump has not 
spoken about this groundbreaking 
report is abhorrent and shows a 
lack of leadership by the president.

The Climate Science Special Report 
(CSSR) is congressionally mandated 
and acts as the authoritative report on 

climate science throughout the world. 
Under Trump’s administration, it 
was widely anticipated that this 
would no longer be the case and 
that many of its components that 
link humans to the change would be 
edited out. This was not the case at all 
for 2017 and led many to speculate 
whether the Trump staff knew how 
important and respected this report 
is by environmentalists and skeptics 
alike. The CSSR’s most chilling 
details extrapolated on the events 
that could occur as early as 2100. 
Coastal cities would face extinction 

due to flooding  and waters would 
rise eight feet globally, making coasts 
the most vulnerable environment 
to climate change. Economic 
powerhouses such as New York, Los 
Angeles, Miami, and Seattle would 
be unlivable unless climate change 
policies are turned around today. 

Individuals such as Trump prey 
on the idea that a catastrophic future 
due to climate change is an abstract 
idea difficult for people to follow 
faithfully or become experts on. 
Manipulative downplaying and 
shift blaming make up most of the 
arguments against being an advocate 
against the spread of climate change. 
The CSSR came with a clear and 
simple message to the people, climate 
change has been caused by people 

and it will take people to save it. 
Being an advocate against climate 
change is more than marches on 
Washington, it is about advocating 
for change in hometowns and doing 
everything one can to change the 
living conditions of many, today.

Climate change advocates and 
their fight for their leaders to listen 
to them is louder than ever. It will 
only continue to grow as advocates 
keep the pressure on Trump and 
ensure that reports such as the CSSR 
always come out, regardless of the 
president’s. Climate change is the 
single greatest threat to life as so many 
know it, wars for food and resources 
will break out in developed countries 
because of the lack of stability 
climate change can bring to the world.

The Rohingya minority 
have been persecuted by 
the Myanmar government 
for several years and close 
to one million people have 
attempted to, or successfully 
have, fled from their villages 
to escape death and/or abuse. 
The Southeast Asian country 
of Myanmar, previously 
known as Burma, has been 
accused of possible genocide, 
harsh abuse, and rape of the 
Rohingya minority since 2013. 
The United Nations are calling 
this crisis a “textbook example 
of ethnic cleansing” while the 
Myanmar government denies 
such claims. The Rohingya 
people are undergoing an 
immense crisis as innocent 
lives are being threatened and 

people are forced to relocate. 
The abuse of the Rohingya 
community cannot be tolerated 
as thousands of people have 
been killed and many more 
are struggling to find a safe 
haven in land of abuse.

Although they have lived 
in Myanmar for centuries, the 
Rohingya population have 
been denied citizenship since 
1982 which has rendered 
them stateless. Being 
stateless restricts them of 
many opportunities including 
receiving an education, getting 
a job, traveling, marrying, 
practicing religion, and having 
access to health services. 
The government has firmly 
denied accusations of abuse 
and murder against Rohingya 

people, but the state of these 
people speaks for itself. 
Refugees who made it to 
Bangladesh say their villages 
have been burned down and 
women are being raped by the 
military. The Human Rights 
Organization have interviewed 
refugees that made it to 
Bangladesh, “I was held down 
by six men and raped by five 
of them. First, they [shot and] 
killed my brother. . .then they 
threw me to the side and one 
man tore my lungi [sarong], 
grabbed me by the mouth and 
held me still. He stuck a knife 
into my side and kept it there 
while the men were raping 
me. That was how they kept 
me in place. . .I was trying to 
move and [the wound] was 

bleeding more.” The stories 
told from the women and 
young girls about the sexual 
assault they endured are 
horrifying as they are not seen 
as human beings, but bodies 
in which members of the 
military feel is appropriate to 
use for their sexual pleasure. 

In October 2016, the 
Myanmar government 
cracked down on Rohingya 
villages due to the deaths of 
nine border police. After the 
Myanmar military tightened 
security, villagers accused 
troops of extrajudicial killings, 
rape, and arson. Since August 
2017 the violence against 
the Rohingya population 
heightened and more than 
600,000 refugees have fled 

to Bangladesh to escape the 
horror that has become of 
the place that was once their 
home. Myanmar de facto 
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi has 
denied such crimes and claims 
that the Rohingya people are 
terrorists. Myanmar officials 
have restricted humanitarian 
aid groups and journalists 
access to the Rakhine state, 
leaving refugees helpless.

As of November 15, the 
state of Rakhine is under 
investigation for the crimes 
they are being accused 
of. Humanitarian aid 
organizations are doing all 
they can to help the people 
who made it past the borders 
of Myanmar and have 
suffered from the terrible 

treatment by the military. 
While money is being sent 
their way to help those who 
successfully fled and those 
who did not, someone needs 
to take responsibility for what 
has been happening to the 
Rohingya population for far 
too long. The brutal killings 
of babies and children are sick 
and to simply deny allegations 
of ethnic cleansing with the 
excuse that the Rohingya are 
terrorists is disgraceful. In the 
year 2017, genocide should 
not ignored, nor tolerated. 
Rohingya people need help 
to guide them through their 
escape from terror so they can 
begin the healing process after 
suffering several traumatizing 
years worth of abuse.

Rohingya: Still the Most Persecuted Minority in the World
BY PAIGE ADAME ‘18

The World’s Most Dire Threat
BY FELIX SIPRA ‘18

While climate change may seem minuscule, it is already having a huge effect on wildlife around the world, such as poalr bears.
Photo: Mashable

Trump is ignoring the dangers of climate change, and invests in fossil fuels,
Photo: TIME Magazine

Families are forced to flee their home country to escape the Myanmar military in harsh conditions.    Babies are subjected to horrifying conditions whether it is their home or escaping to no man’s land.
Photo: Dhaka Tribune Photo: Al Jazeera
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On November 5, the faded 
concrete barriers in the student 
parking lot were repainted with new 
ten new student-created murals. 
The barrier designs were submitted 
through a contest by the Associated 
Student Body (ASB), and were chosen 
to represent the values of Puma 
PRIDE: passion, respect, integrity, 
determination, and excellence. 
Among the contest winners were 
Sophomores Katherine Phung and 
Lauren Roehl; Juniors Calvin Anicete, 
Raquel Chavez, and Alek Martinez; 
and Seniors Zuyi Gao, Jennifer Leslie, 
Jenny Salvador, and Lauren Taff.

The painted barriers in the main 
parking lot are among the first things 
visitors, staff, and students encounter 

when arriving on campus. Their 
brightly colored concrete can be seen 
by passersby from Winchester Road 
and are iconic to the school’s image. 
The previous murals had suffered 
from years of weathering, so when 
ASB activities director Mrs. Kristy 
Baron suggested repainting them the 
ASB beautification committee posted 
flyers around the school advertising 
a design contest to encourage idea 
submissions. Announced around 
mid-autumn, participants were 
required to design their murals with 
the values of Puma PRIDE in mind. 
“Admin decided [on the winning 
murals]…  based on creativity 
and the students’…  perspective 
on Puma PRIDE,” said committee 

leader Senior Nakia Sukal-Fukuda. 
“[It] was a huge reason to repaint 
the barriers in the first place… 
Driving by, you can see the barriers 
on Winchester and… that promoted 
a lot of PRIDE in my school.” In 
restoring the barriers, the ASB hoped 
to refresh and inspire a stronger 
attitude of PRIDE among students.

As the administration picked the 
winning designs, they considered 
students’ personal interpretations of 
PRIDE values and how well it was 
translated in their art. One of the 
winners of the contest, Junior Alek 
Martinez, found direct inspiration 
for his mural in the actions and 
attitude of a fellow Puma. Martinez, 
a Peer Leader, recalled this year’s 

freshman orientation, in which the 
Peer Leaders created presentations to 
represent each individual concept of 
PRIDE. Among those presenting was 
his friend, Senior Ethan Klahn, who 
played a superhero called “Integrity 
Man.” “Every time he would talk 
about integrity, he would like ‘freeze’ 
the situation [that was being depicted 
in the skit]… His ‘Integrity Man’ 
was very famous [among those who 
attended the orientation], and I 
heard [that] all the freshmen really 
liked it,” said Martinez. Inspired by 
Klahn’s “Integrity Man” character, 
he created his own hero whom he 
called “Mr. PRIDE”. “I considered 
[Mr. PRIDE’s] most important part 
to be his afro since Ethan has that 

big afro,” laughed Martinez when 
asked about his design. “It was that 
and him representing, I guess, the 
superhero aspect of presenting all 
of PRIDE.” To Martinez, Puma 
PRIDE is what makes students on 
campus admirable. “PRIDE means 
everything to me. I mean, it makes a 
person a good person. [As a student] 
I like to represent all of Chaparral, 
and Chaparral represents [the 
concepts of PRIDE] best,” he said.

At the end of the contest, the 
ten winners painted their designs 
onto the concrete barriers. The 
brand new murals are brighter and 
cleaner than the previous artwork 
and display what it means to be 
a Puma to those who drive by. 

The drama 
d e p a r t m e n t 
rehearsed for The 

Melancholy Play, written 
by Sarah Ruhl, since early 
October, and it was a huge 
success with a full house on 
opening night, November 
13. The play was directed 
by Senior Alexa Lugo and 
starred Junior Miah Aguirre 
as Tilly, Junior Lexi Pereira 
as Frances, Junior Alexander 
Soave as 
F r a n k , 
Junior Leah 
B a r l a g e 
as Joan, 
S e n i o r 
S t e p h e n 
Manassero 
as Lorenzo 
and Junior 
Z o e 
Alcan ta ra 
as the 
c e l l i s t . 

T h e 
Melancholy 
Play is set 
in Illinois 
and follows 
Tilly, a 
bank teller 
with a unique melancholiness 
that causes every stranger she 
encounters to fall in love with 
her. Tilly’s newfound friends, 
Frances, Frank, Joan and 
Lorenzo, are enthralled by her 
and throw her a surprise party 
on her birthday. This gives 
Tilly happiness, catapulting 
her out of her feelings of 
melancholy and causing 
her friends to sink deep into 
anger and confusion as they 
begin blaming each other 
over Tilly’s sudden joy. In the 

disaster that follows, Frances 
turns into an almond, and 
Tilly must unite her remaining 
friends to bring her back. 

The cast members enjoyed 
rehearsing and performing 
The Melancholy Play. After 
many months of rehearsing to 
make sure their performance 
was seamless, Lugo was 
proud of her team for working 
so hard and making the play 
something to be proud of 

and remember for years to 
come. Lugo said, “I think 
that it was a really rewarding 
experience and I learned a 
lot. . . I’m so excited [about 
how the play turned out]. I 
mean, we had a full crowd. 
It’s really awesome. I’m 
really proud of my cast. They 
did an amazing job. I think 
it was well received, and I 
think because of how artsy 
and weird the show was they 
really were like into it. So it 
felt really good and really 

rewarding.” Other members 
of the cast felt the same way 
about how the play turned 
out and were satisfied with 
the performances they all 
pulled off. “My experience 
[working on the play], it was 
really good,” said Pereira, 
“The director, Alexa, she’s 
amazing. It was a super unique 
auditioning experience, 
and she made sure that the 
atmosphere was really nice 

the entire time, even during 
rehearsals, so that was really 
cool. It was probably the most 
pleasant show that I worked 
on.” Although the actors and 
actresses discovered that their 
characters could be a bit tricky 
to portray, the cast was able to 
connect with each character 
the more they played them 
and ultimately pulled it off 
successfully. Aguirre said, 
“I think it [the hardest part] 
was getting in touch with the 
emotions portrayed in the 

script because the lines are 
really weird, and you don’t 
really know what you’re 
talking about at first when 
you first read them but then, 
when you really analyze the 
lines, you understand what 
the emotions are.” The hours 
of rehearsal cast members 
dedicated to the play paid off 
as overall The Melancholy 
Play was a success.

Despite the challenges 
of working 
on the play, 
the cast had 
enjoyed the 
process and 
was happy 
with how 
the show 
went. Lugo 
is honored 
to have been 
chosen to 
be the one 
to direct it 
as well. The 
enthusiasm 
a n d 
enjoyment of 
both the cast 
performing 
and the 

audience watching The 
Melancholy Play was 
evident. Out of all of the plays 
performed thusfar during this 
school year, The Melancholy 
Play was one that received 
much praise amongst students 
and staff alike. Although the 
play is now over, theatergoers 
need not to be disappointed 
as there are many more 
productions to come during 
second semester with House 
of Blue Leaves in January and 
Young Frankenstein in April.

ASB Enlists Puma Artists to Paint New Parking Lot Barriers
BY JOELLE MONSALUD ‘18

Senior Directed Play was Successful
BY KATIE FLACK ‘21

Photo: Kristy Baron Photo: Kristy Baron
Puma Pride contest winning artists working hard on their murals for the barriers in the school parking lot. Junior Alek Martinez smiling above his freshly painted artwork of a figure sporting CHS school colors.

The cast of The Melancholy Play gathers together in preparation for the show before their first performance.
Photo: Miah Aguirre
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Filled with talent and 
pure excitement for what the 
future has in store for her, 
Senior Abigail Dietrich has a 
schedule with activities that 
go beyond typical schoolwork. 
Her passion for the performing 
arts has allowed her to 
lead the Tahitian girls at 
their recent shows, put on 
stellar performances with 
Show Choir, and continue 
all the hobbies she enjoys.

Dietrich began her journey 
with the choir department last 
year, performing as an alto with 
the all-girls group, Dynamics. 
During her time with this 
group, she was featured as a 
soloist in several of the school 
productions as well as the 
girls’ spring competition set. 
Dietrich said, “Dynamics was 
such a good way to transition 
from a chamber choir into 
a show choir. . .Throughout 
the year, I fell in love with 

performing, and after seeing 
the things [Platinum FX] did 
I wanted to. . .improve as 
a performer.” To improve, 
Dietrich knew she had to 
challenge herself, and with that 
in mind she auditioned to be 
a part of Platinum FX (PFX). 
She recalled being ecstatic 
upon hearing that her final 
performance in a high school 
production would be with this 
talented group of individuals. 
She explained, “Show Choir 
is a lot harder than it seems. 
. .We have to learn dances, 
formations, then clean them. 
It takes a lot of extra time out 
of class to learn [the] vocal 
parts to our sets.” So far this 
year, she has performed in 
five shows with the group, 
including their Christmas 
production last night. “It can 
be challenging, but it’s so fun 
to see the hard work in the 
end result. I love the group 

and everyone in it. Everyone 
is beyond talented,” Dietrich 
added. Currently, she and 
PFX are preparing their spring 
set which they will perform 
at competitions and their 
upcoming spring production.

Dietrich, who is also in  
He Ohana Nani, welcomed 
Dietrich as a new asset. Her 
return this year placed her as 
a co-captain, with her duties 
ranging from choreographing 
dances to finding costumes. 
She elaborated, “Tahitian has 
exposed me to Polynesian 
culture. . .[and] has sparked 
my interest in these cultures 
and other forms of dancing 
other than Tahitian, such as 
hula.” Dietrich recalled a 
recent event she performed in 
at San Diego State University 
(SDSU), called Pacific 
Islander Student Association 
(PISA), where she was able 
to further her knowledge and 
appreciation for the roots that 
this dancing comes from. 

Dietrich also has a black 
belt from the Ace Taekwondo 
Studio, where she volunteers 
to help instruct the younger 
kids. She stated, “Taekwondo 
has been a really big part of 
my life. . .It will always be 
second nature to me no matter 
how far away I am from it.” 
Possessing these skills in 
martial arts allowed Dietrich 
to teach some of the Physical 
Education classes last year 
during their self-defense unit.

Second semester holds 
several competitions for 
Dietrich with both choir 
and Tahitian, in which she 
is eager to do her very best.

Sophomore Emma Pinnick 
is one of the many budding 
artists here on campus. 
With a passion for the arts, 
she constantly practices in 
the hopes of improving her 
skills and possibly pursuing 
a career as an artist. Pinnick 
works to get her talent out 
there, joining the artistic 
clubs and courses offered and 
has even created an Instagram 
account dedicated to her art.

Pinnick has been drawing 
and painting since she was 
young, but it was not until 
three years ago that she 
decided to take this hobby 
more seriously. “I think 
seeing other artists and what 
they’re able to make made me 
kind of want to be able to do 
that too,” she said. Pinnick 
is self-taught, and like many 
new artists she first mirrored 
other people’s styles before 
creating her own. For about 
a year, she focused on using 
the work of other artists’ as 
references while developing 
her skills. Since then, Pinnick 
has established her own style 
but continues to make changes 
to it as her artistic abilities 
improve. Most of her artwork 
consists of cartoon pieces 
painted with watercolors as 
this is the medium she tends 
to use, but this young artist 
also practices in other areas of 
art. Pinnick does many pencil 
sketches, occasionally uses 
markers for her drawings, and 
even dabbles in digital art. 
The subjects of her artwork 
are typically people, and a 
lot of Pinnick’s inspiration 
comes from whatever her 

current interests are. At 
the moment, her muses are 
celebrities and musicians she 
is a fan of, which she portrays 
in her own unique style. 

Additionally, Pinnick 
promotes her art through 
different platforms. Her 
Instagram account, @cold.
coffee.arts, was created last 
year as a page dedicated to her 
artwork. She said she wanted 
“to get more exposure”, 
believing that getting oneself 
out there is “necessary for 
artists.” Pinnick’s account 
features posts such as videos 
of her drawing, sketches, 
completed works and more. 
In addition, she is involved 
in the Drawing Club on 
campus. At this club, she is 
able to surround herself with 
other students who also have 
the same artistic drive as her. 
For Pinnick, art is not just a 
hobby but a passion, and she 

hopes to continue pursuing it 
after high school. She does 
not have a set plan and has 
decided to be open-minded 
as to how she will pursue 
art, but she is considering 
becoming a cartoonist or an 
animator. “If it’s not my main 
career,” she said, “I do plan 
at least having it as a side 
option to have [an art] store.”

Pinnick continues to 
work on her craft, practicing 
to become a better artist 
and sharing her artwork on 
social media to promote her 
skills. While making sure to 
keep school a priority, she 
persistently dedicates her 
time towards her passion. 
Pinnick loves how she is able 
to “express anything” through 
art and hopes that drawing 
and painting will continue 
to be a big part of her life 
as she grows and gains 
more experience as an artist. 

Dietrich Masters the Arts
BY ALISIA COOKE ‘18

Pinnick’s Passion to Paint
BY LOUISE KIM ‘19

Each individual possesses 
extraordinary skills and 
talents, helping them to 

achieve their desired goals. Every year, 
many talented students participate in 
the Reflections Arts Program. This 
program allows students to create 
an original work of art. Students 
choose a category: visual arts, music 
composition, dance choreography, 
literature or photography.  

Every year, the program creates a 
different theme for students to base 
their work of off. This year’s theme 
was “Within Reach”. There was  
only one winner for each category, 
and those winners competed against 
others who won from the different 
schools. This year’s winners are 
Senior Jayneil Lagman, Junior 
Marina Wesel, Freshmen Madison 
Sheldon, Senior Kara Newman, and 
Sophomore Katrina Abeto.  Some 
of these winners were chosen to 
move on to compete in the district 
competition. The district winners 
will be announced on the first of 
March in 2018.The grand prize of 
the district competition includes an 
$800 Young Artist scholarship and an 
$200 prize for Local Parent-Teacher 
Association (PTA). The winner’s 
artwork will have a chance to be 
featured in the traveling exhibition. 

Sheldon, who has a passion 
for drawing, was announced as 
the winner of the Reflections Arts 
Program for visual arts. She spent 
a total of six hours on her artwork 

using only colored markers. In this, it 
included a demon and a mermaid with 
various details. Sheldon explained, 
“The demon is reaching out to see 
the mermaid’s face.” In this creative 
artwork, the mermaid symbolizes 
life, while the demon symbolizes 
death. She is now competing for the 
grand prize at the district competition. 

Song composer, Abeto, who 
has an incredible skill in writing 
her own music was announced as 
the winner of the Reflections Arts 
Program for music composition. 
Abeto spends approximately two 
weeks writing a song. She goes 
along her day and finds inspirations 

relating to the topic. Abeto stated, 
“The song teaches the audience to 
follow their dreams no matter what.” 
Unfortunately, she did not make it to 
the district competition, but she did 
place first place in the event. Abeto 
will not give up and will continue 
to write songs to achieve her dream.  

Newman, who has a talent for 
dance, was announced as the winner of 
the program for dance choreography. 
Newman’s dance career all started 
when she began to dance in front of 
a mirror, and her goal is to become 
a professional dancer or a dance 
teacher. Newman spends almost two 
hours choreographing a  dance. She 

explained, “Honestly, dance is an 
escape for me, and it allows for me 
to express my feelings. . .dancing 
lets my feelings out.” For this event, 
she danced with all her heart to the 
song, “Praying”, by Kesha Rose 
Sebert.  Newman is moving on to 
the district competition and will 
compete against other students for 
the grand prize which is a Young 
Artist scholarship that is up to $800.

    Lagman, who has a very thoughtful 
approach to his work, was announced 
as the winner of the Reflections Arts 
Program for literature. He spent 
around a month writing this award-
winning story. Lagman is a part of 

the Creative Writing Club and has 
a passion for writing fascinating 
stories. For this event, he wrote a 
story of a dragon that had a rage of 
frustration because he could not 
overcome his fear. Eventually, he 
conquered this fear. Lagman stated, 
“I chose this category because I 
believed I had a skillful ability to 
express my imaginations in stories.”
    Wesel, who has an eye for capturing 
photos, was announced as the winner 
of the Reflections Arts Program 
for photography. Wesel captured a 
meaningful photo of the San Diego 
Bridge. She said that these photos 
were taken to show people that 
strength is important and nothing is 
impossible. Marina Wesel explained, 
“It’s really nice for others to see and 
feel how they think about different 
forms of art because you don’t really 
know what is going on in their mind 
and it’s nice to know others’ opinions.”

These talented students are 
now racing through to the finals 
of the competition, where their 
work is being judged against other 
Reflections winners from other 
TVUSD schools like Temecula Valley 
High School and Great Oak High 
School. Out of all the categories, 
four students won: Lagman, Wesel, 
Sheldon, and Newman. These 
winners will be moving on to 
the next level of the competition, 
representing the Temecula Valley 
Unified School District for Riverside 
county and all of California. 

Reflections Art Contest Winners ‘Within Reach’ of Dreams
BY EMILY PHAM ‘21

Photo: Emily Pham
Reflections contest winners (left to right) Madison Sheldon, Aaron Lagman, Kara Newman, and Marina Wesel pose together.

One of Pinnick’s watercolor pieces posted on her Instagram account.

Dietrich beams as she and Tahitian perform their dance in the quad.
Photo: Alisia Cooke

Photo: Instagram (@cold.coffee.arts)

Photo: Miah Aguirre
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Going to see new 
movies can be a 
fun and enjoyable 

experience for people of all 
ages. Dozens of new fi lms will 
be released and viewed this 
winter season. November and 
December are big months for 
hit-fi lms to be released because 
these are important times for 
distributors to advertise their 
work for the approaching award 
season next year. These fi lms 
are often heartily enjoyed and 
appreciated by their audiences. 

The opportunity to go 
to the movie theater and 
view a new fi lm on the big 
screen is an experience that 
many people cherish. Some 
movies have morals that help 
people identify with various 
cultures and human nature.
Watching a fi lm amongst other 
cinephiles is also something 
that brings people together.      

One of the biggest hits of 
November was Pixar’s Coco. 
It tells the tale of the aspiring 
musician, Miguel, who enters 
the Land of the Dead to uncover 
the mystery behind his family’s 
generations-old music ban. 
Senior Eric Pena said, “It was a 
really good movie. I went with 
my family, and we had a really 
like emotional connection 

with the characters because 
it displayed Mexican culture 
and [there are] just like a lot of 
things in the movie that have 
a big impact on us that we’ve 
been through. . .[We] especially 
[connected with] Coco, who 
is the grandma, because we 
had someone like that in our 
lives. Just everything about it 
was pretty amazing.” The fi lm 
has received stellar reviews 
with 97% on Rotten Tomatoes 
and 9/10 on IMDb. Coco also 
performed well in the Box 
Offi ce, dominating its opening 
weekend with over seventy-
one million dollars. The fi lm 
was enjoyed internationally 
as well, becoming the highest 
grossing animated fi lm of 
all time in Mexico.  It was 
also one of the only movies 
to be released in Spanish.

So far, December has also 
had many successful fi lms that 
were loved by their audiences. 
One of the most highly 
anticipated fi lms of the year, 
The Last Jedi, was released 
today. After the cliffhanger 
in The Force Awakens, fans 
of the saga had to wait nearly 
two years to discover what 
happened next and eagerly 
awaited the opportunity to 
fi nd out. Prior to viewing the 

fi lm, Sophomore Leonardo 
Alcantara said, “I feel very 
anxious [waiting for The Last 
Jedi to come out] like since 
Rogue One came out. . .So I 
feel very anxious about it but, 
you know, excited because 
I already have the tickets 
and everything.” Many fans 
have high expectations for 
The Last Jedi because of the 
beloved story its predecessor 
introduced. Alcantara said, 
“I hope for them to explain a 
little bit more from what we 
saw in the trailer with like 
Rey and Finn. I want to see 
what happens with Rey. I 
want to get like information 
about her parents and what’s 
going to happen with Luke 
and the Jedi.” Because of the 
immense excitement leading 
up to its release, The Last 
Jedi is expected to have a two 
hundred million dollar opening 
weekend, which would become 
the highest grossing opening 
weekend for a fi lm in 2017, 
beating Beauty and the Beast.      

November and December 
are fi lled with Box Offi ce hits 
that audiences have enjoyed. 
With many more new releases 
on the way, the upcoming weeks 
will likely be fi lled with much 
excitement for moviegoers.

It is that time of year again, 
where lights shine and glisten 
through the night sky and 
holiday spirit begins to spread. 
A musical light-festival 
located in Murrieta, called 
Bainbridge Circle Holiday 
Extravaganza (also known as 
Bainbridge Falls), has thirty-
two houses with lights and 
music synchronized to create 
a show. Each house has unique 
Christmas decorations that 
light up to the beat of a variety 
of Christmas songs. Last year, 
homeowners were giving out 
hot chocolate to visitors who 
chose to walk down the street 
to view the lights. Perhaps 
visitors can expect something 
similar this year. The light and 
music display, which ends on 
Christmas night, encourages 
people to participate 
in the holiday spirit. 

Bainbridge Circle Holiday 
Extravaganza was created 

in 2010. The neighborhood 
participants use over 
thousands of Light Emitting 
Diode (LED) lights and 
approximately 994 electrical 
channels in order to bring the 
neighborhood to life. Some 
of them use special effects 
to make it look like Santa 
Claus is really in the house. 
Houses in the neighborhood 
are decorated with lighted 
angels, deers, Christmas trees, 
and much more, which is then 
synced with music to create a 
light show. Homeowners in 
the neighborhood have been 
participating in this event for 
almost seven years. Since 
then, this joyous show has 
been made into an annual 
neighborhood tradition. 
Freshman Karen Thomas 
explained, “The event is 
usually the same every year. 
[but] this year, they decided 
to add Minions.” On some 

nights, neighbors can be seen 
sitting out on their driveways 
greeting people with warm 
smiles, watching the reactions 
of those who drive through. 
Some neighbors even dress-
up as Santa Claus or his 
elves. They occasionally 
pass out candy canes and 
other treats to welcome those 
who come to Bainbridge 
Falls. When it comes to the 
holidays, this neighborhood 
is known for going all out 
with their decorations.

Thousands of people 
from all over the area come 
to witness this event and 
enjoy the magical lights. 
Visitors can choose to either 
walk or drive through the 
neighborhood; most tend to 
walk since traffi c tends to 
increase throughout the night. 
If driving, drivers can tune 
into 88.5 FM to listen to the 
music as they drive by each 

house and watch the lights 
dance with the music. The 
station includes a variety of 
Christmas music every hour 
for guests to enjoy. Whether 
tourists prefer to walk or to 
drive, they can still enjoy the 
beauty of the glistening lights 
in Bainbridge. Freshman 
Mohammad Sadegi said, 
“The traffi c is very brutal 
when it is near Christmas. 
Other than that, the event 
was spectacular. . .This event 
looked like it took several 
months for it to come alive.”

Bainbridge Circle is a 
place for families and friends 
to gather together and get 
a feel for the holiday as 
they are guided through a 
magical neighborhood. It is 
recommended to go early to 
avoid traffi c. Families and 
friends can enjoy this festive 
event from 6PM to 10PM every 
night through December 25.

Now ‘Snowing’ in Theaters Date Ideas for the Holidays
BY NATALIE WITT ‘18BY KATIE FLACK ‘21

Bainbridge Falls Amuses Thousands
BY EMILY PHAM ‘21

One of the stunning houses in Banbridge, decorated with various lights.
Photo: Valley News

Photo: Valley N
ew

s

After much anticipation, 
the holiday season is 
fi nally here and, with it, 
comes winterly wonderful 
activities to take part in 
with loved ones. From 
ice skating to looking 
at all of the extravagant 
Christmas lights, these 
activities double as great 
date ideas for those who 
are looking for something 
meaningful and memorable 
to do this holiday season.

Although Bainbridge 
has become the hotspot for 
Christmas light watching, 
one should consider 
taking up the opportunity 
to explore the city and 
look at other lights. Many 
neighborhoods have teamed 
up with one other to make 
their respective streets 
look unique; some even 
carry a common theme. In 
Harveston, for example, 
many homeowners have 
decorated the trees in front 
of their homes with green 
lights. The rows of lit up trees 
paired with other dazzling 
lights offer the same appeal 
as Bainbridge minus the 

traffi c. Meadowview is also 
a wonderful area to drive 
around, as many houses 
feature ornate decorations 
which gives the illusion of 
real-life gingerbread houses 
or Santa’s workshops.

One could also take a 
stroll through Old Town 
to enjoy the lights and 
even watch some classical 
holiday plays at The Old 
Town Temecula Community 
Theater. From December 
15 through December 24, 
the theater will be running 
its annual production 
of The Nutcracker. For 
those who have never 
seen a play, watching a 
classic production like 
The Nutcracker will be an 
excellent introduction to 
theatre. Finding a seat among 
the sea of bright red chairs 
and hearing the magical 
voices of those onstage is 
sure to be unforgettable. 

While in Old Town, one 
iconic activity that couples 
could partake in is ice 
skating at the “Temecula On 
Ice” rink. For only sixteen 
dollars per person, couples 

can skat for as long as they 
would like. Senior Noah 
Yncera mentioned, “I’m 
not very good at ice skating, 
but I’ve been wanting to 
get better at it. I want to 
try out the rink this year.” 

For those looking to 
make it an even more 
romantic experience, 
consider renting a carriage 
from the Temecula Carriage 
Company. This would make 
a perfect date for couples or 
couples that are on a double 
date because each carriage 
holds up to four people. 
The Temecula Carriage 
Company offers its clients 
a twenty-fi ve minute private 
carriage ride that visits 
the fl ashy Christmas lit 
vineyards of Wine Country.

Although many may 
think there is not much to do 
in Temecula this December, 
there is actually an abundant 
amount of things to do. 
This holiday season, treat 
loved ones and signifi cant 
others to an extravagant 
evening in our very own 
city and take advantage 
of all it has to offer.

Kids and those who are kids at heart skating at the Temecula On Ice rink outside Temecula City Hall.

One of the dramatic scenes in Star Wars The Last Jedi, featuring lead characters Rey and Luke Skywalker.
Photo: Wired
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When stuck inside on cold 
winter days, many find 
that arts and crafts can 

be a fun way to pass time. Not only is 
creating them an enjoyable activity, but 
it also can make great gifts for others. 

Many enjoy creating artwork as a 
pastime. People often find that it expresses 
a piece of themselves and that 
making it is a fun way to spend 
their time. Mr. Chris Klinke 
said, “I like sharing what I’ve 
learned and what I’ve done and 
helping people see the power of 
creativity. . .There’s never a bad 
time to do art.” Klinke makes 
art such as paintings, mixed 
media, ceramics, pottery and 
drawings for fun. Sophomore 
Carla Hurtado also enjoys 
creating art. She said, “It’s [art 
is] really relaxing to me and 
in the end, you look at what 
you’ve done and it’s worth all 
that hard work you did. . . I 
think art is important because 
it conveys a message for each 
artist whether it’s political or 
like science or anything like that and I 
feel like it does express more. An image 
is like a lot more than a few words and 
it’s really fun anyways. It’s a fun way to 
express yourself.” One kind of activity 
many find to be fun and easy is painting 

watercolor birch trees. By placing 
masking tape on a sheet of paper to be the 
trees, painting the landscape around what 
will be the trees, removing the tape and 
adding in bark details, people can easily 
make this piece of artwork. There are also 
many other forms of art that people enjoy 
making. Melted crayon art is an example 

of a popular form of artwork. By gluing 
crayons to a canvas and blow drying them 
until they melt, it streaks color across 
the canvas. Many enjoy this project for 
its entertainment and the colorful work 
it produces, along with it being great 

to brighten up a room, add creativity to 
a project or act as a gift for someone. 

Along with artwork, many find crafts 
to be an entertaining pastime during 
the holidays. Although people usually 
associate crafting with elementary school 
projects, crafts can be more cost-effective 
than buying items at the store, and the 

process of making them can be 
very enjoyable. Mr. Klinke said, 
“I have images of people staying 
home and doing candle work. 
. .creating candles, weaving, 
those are things I view as more 
of like crafts.” Although making 
candles and weaving are very 
different processes, many 
consider both to be enjoyable 
activities that create useful 
products. Another easy-to-make 
craft that many enjoy is pinecone 
Christmas trees. By simply 
painting a pinecone green and 
decorating it like a Christmas 
tree, people create a nice 
decoration or a gift for someone. 
Crafting helps many people pass 
time during the winter season 

and helps to commemorate the holidays.  
Making arts and crafts can be an 

enjoyable activity for every season. 
Because of the fun and usefulness 
involved in arts and crafts, many people 
cherish the pastime of producing them. 

Arts and Crafts Beat Winter Boredom
BY KATIE FLACK ‘20

As the days rapidly progress into 
the holiday season, the pressure 
to find meaningful gifts increases 
substantially. Combined with the 
low income that often comes with 
being a teenager, it can be difficult to 
shop for friends and family. Despite 
these limitations, buying holiday 
presents on a tight budget can be 
done by knowing the interests of the 
recipient and spending the time and 
effort to look for affordable items.

For the most part, high schoolers 
might find it hard to budget what 
little money they have, possibly 
feeling pressure to impress people 
with expensive gifts but not having 
the money to afford them. “It doesn’t 
need to be a thousand dollars,” 
said Senior Ethan Klahn, “It could 
be a ten dollar gift, but that has 
more sentimental value to them 
than something more expensive.” 
Rather than worry over whether the 

monetary value of the gift matches the 
value of a friendship, consider how 
the recipient would feel towards the 
item. Mrs. Kathy McFadden said, “I 
try to figure out what they’re into and 
customize the gift to their interests,” 
regarding how she shops for her 
younger relatives. “[For example] 
I have a nephew who’s really into 
computer games, so I might buy him 
computer games or something along 
that line or I have a little niece that’s 
into horses so I’ll get her some sort 
of horse toy,” she said. To the person 
receiving the gift, the present’s face 
value will not matter as much as 
the giver’s intent to please. “It’s the 
thought that counts,” said Klahn.

Even after coming up with a gift 
that holds sentimental value to the 
recipient, the limited amount of time 
before the holidays can still make 
purchasing items difficult. Klahn 
said, “I start [shopping] as soon as 

possible, before Thanksgiving. . 
.[but] pretty much every year I do 
get pressed for time.” As a solution, 
he said, “Amazon Prime is a good 
thing and two-day shipping is 
awesome. . .Shop ahead as best you 
can, and if you have to run out and 
go somewhere you have to run out 
and go somewhere.” McFadden also 
had a tendency to start her holiday 
shopping early but added, “In the 
past. . .I waited until three days 
before Christmas.” There is little 
to remedy a late start on holiday 
shopping, so it helps to come up with 
ideas as soon as possible to ease the 
stress of last minute purchases. If gift 
ideas are conceived sooner, holiday 
shopping can be finished earlier.

It is reasonable to feel stressed 
regarding the time constraints and 
cost of buying gifts, but between 
figuring out what the recipients 
would appreciate most and putting 

in the effort to bring it to them the 
most crucial aspect of gift giving is 
the thought and effort put into it. If 
the purpose of exchanging presents 

is to demonstrate compassion for 
one another, then thoughtfulness 
in the gift and spending time on 
it is what will likely matter most.

Wrapping Up Holiday Shopping
BY JOELLE MONSALUD ‘18

To commemorate the holidays, one can make pine cone Christmas trees.
Photo: Architecture N Design

Even with a limited budget, it is more than possible to give great, meaningful gifts.
Photo: Huffington Post
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Well, it is almost a new year. So 
it is almost time for New Year’s 
resolutions, right? I myself have 
never been interested in making a 
New Year’s resolution; I probably 
wouldn’t stick to it anyway.

People traditionally make 
resolutions at the beginning of each 
year, often because they want to have 
a chance at a “fresh start,” a “start 
over,” or even a “do over!” Common 
New Year’s resolutions for adults 
are to lose weight, quit smoking, 
get out of debt, quit drinking, get 
a better job, or fi nd or create some 
sort of relationship resolution, such 
as, “I am fi nally going to dump 
this person whom everyone I care 
about has advised me to dump for 

the last two years because I am 
tired of being treated like garbage!”

From an adult’s perspective, 
the prospect of having a “do over” 
sounds pretty exciting. Although 
it is overused to the point of  
infamous cliche, “If I knew then 
what I know now” is a phrase that 
probably fi ts you just as well as 
it fi ts your parents. Many of you 
know enough now to avoid getting 
to the point where you may have 
to make one of these resolutions; 
but sadly, some people have to 
learn for themselves, the hard way.

You know smoking is horrible 
for your health and annoys the crap 
out of everyone around you, and 
yet some of you will start smoking.

You know you cannot change 
who someone else is, and yet you 
date someone who is not kind just 
because he or she is good looking.

You know you will suffer 
consequences later, and yet you 
still try to impress your friends with 
a “look how cool I am” attitude.

Maybe, as a teenager, you should 
resolve to NOT have New Year’s 
resolutions when you become an 
adult, by making the right decisions 
now! Work hard now so you can have 
a career that you enjoy. Say “no” now 
so you can skip the pain of trying to 
quit something. Be picky in who 
you choose to date and eventually 
marry. There is more to love and 
happiness than just a pretty face!

Rossi’s Message of the Month

Rossi shows his disapproval of making New Year’s Resolutions for the upcoming year.
Photo: Juliana Vasquez-UKPhoto: Benjamin Garner

BY TONY ROSSI, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER

As the holidays are drawing 
near, restaurants and shops in 
town have added seasonal menus 
and have stocked up on holiday 
treats. With the stress of fi nals 
and last-minute gift shopping, 
treating oneself to a Peppermint 
Mocha, or taking a night off 
to bake reindeer sugar cookies 
with family, may help to lighten 
the mood and relieve stress.

Many coffee shops, including 
Starbucks, Bean Coffee Roasters, 
and Ryan Brothers, have added 
new menus for December. 
Starbucks’ infamous Peppermint 
Mocha, Eggnog Latte, Caramel 
Brûlée Latte, and Chestnut 
Praline Latte have returned 
along with new variations of hot 
chocolate. This December they 
have snickerdoodle, peppermint, 
toffee almond milk, and salted 
caramel hot chocolate. This 
allows one to venture from their 
typical order and fall in love with 
something new for the month. 
Students can enjoy one of these 
drinks before school to warm 
them up in the cold morning 
and start the day off on a good 

note. Senior Olivia Johnson 
said, “I love the Peppermint 
and Eggnog Lattes. They make 
my day.” Along with Starbucks, 
Ryan Brothers and Bean Coffee 
Roasters added holiday menus, 
featuring other nutty and minty 
combinations, such as the 
Jack Frost Latte at Ryan Bros. 
Restaurants have 
also made 
s e a s o n a l 

additions 
to their menus. 
The International House 
of Pancakes’ (IHOP) most 
popular breakfast choice for the 
season is the Dark Chocolate 
Peppermint Pancakes. The 
chocolate pancakes are topped 
with crushed peppermint, 

white chocolate chips, and 
whip cream, which make for 
a sweet and minty morning.

To fi ll time, de-stress, or bond 
with family, there are many 
homemade treat recipes made 
for the holidays. Junior Emily 
Chlebek stated, “My favorite 
treat during the holidays is my 

mom’s pumpkin bread 
because she 

only makes it 
during the 

h o l i d a y s 
so it makes it more 

special.” While Chlebek enjoys 
her mom’s traditional pumpkin 
treat, others may want to join 
in on the baking and create 
their own traditions. One snack 
that is both cheap and easy to 
make is Muddy Buddies, which 

are made with peanut butter, 
chocolate, powdered sugar, 
Rice Chex cereal, and a brown 
paper bag. After the chocolate, 
powder sugar, and peanut butter 
are mixed together, the rice chex 
can be added to the mixture and 
shaken around in the bag. Muddy 
Buddies can be a quick, on-the-
go treat, but also goes well in 
small treat bags for friends. Other 
holiday recipes can be found on 
Pinterest and Youtube, which 
make baking simple with easy-
to-follow instructions and videos. 
One recipe Pinterest offered 
was the Grinch Hot Chocolate, 
which is made with green food 
coloring, white chocolate, 
vanilla extract, milk, peppermint 
extract, and whip cream on top.

Treating oneself to a holiday 
snack may help de-stress, with 
fi nals approaching and the 
holidays arriving soon after. 
Holiday treats also welcome 
the holiday spirit, whether 
that means gulping down a 
Caramel Brulee Latte each 
morning, or shopping for 
ingredients for homemade treats.

Treating Oneself During the Holidays
BY SYDNEY CLOWDUS ‘18

Outside of 
school, Senior 
H e a t h e r 

Aaron runs her own 
slime-themed Instagram 
account and sells slime 
on Etsy. Intrigued by 
the growing slime trend, 
she began to develop 
her own mixtures. As 
she gained recognition 
for sharing this activity 
over social media, 
Aaron started selling 
the concoctions online.

Aaron began posting 
videos of her slime on 
Instagram around August 
of 2016 but initially was 
not invested in the activity. 
She became inspired, 
however, by others in 
the slime community to 
invest more time in the 
trend. “[A] YouTuber I 
watch made this fl uffy 
slime tutorial video, and 
it was so satisfying,” said 
Aaron, “I had everything 
in my house to make 
it, so I made it. . .[That 
fi rst formula] sucked, 
but it got me started.” 

Aaron’s niche Instagram 
account had been 
created for the purpose 
of sharing her creations, 
and it reached 1000 
followers in November 
2016. The account 
gained some popularity, 
and in just a year @
starlitslimes was followed 
by approximately 
45,000 people. 

Part of Aaron’s 
popularity within the 
slime community is due 
to her willingness to 
experiment in order to 
get the perfect formula. 
“There’s no set recipe; 
I just wing it until 
something happens,” 
she said, “There are 
materials that do certain 
things though: cornstarch 
makes slime thicker, 
shaving cream makes it 
fl uffy, [and] water makes 
it jiggly.” Since all of 
Aaron’s slime mixtures 
are made in a single batch, 
there is a guarantee that no 
other seller can reproduce 
her product. For those 

looking to experiment 
with slime, Aaron said, 
“Don’t feel discouraged 
if it doesn’t turn out great 
at fi rst because nobody 
starts out knowing what 
to do.” For example, she 
said, “[With] the fi rst clear 
slime I made, I thought 
I failed horribly and 
trashed it. . .If you add too 
much activator, it starts to 
become super hard putty 
and will break [and] when 
you’re mixing it bubbles 
start to form and it gets 
all cloudy. . .But you’re 
supposed to let it sit [for] 
a few days for it to clear 
up. . .I thought I just did 
mine wrong because 
mine was super hard like 
that, but if I had waited 
a few days it would have 
softened up.” She advised 
those interested in making 
slime to have patience and 
be willing to experiment.

When Aaron fi rst 
delved into the world 
of slime, she did not 
intend to sell any of her 
creations. “I basically 

started selling it as an 
excuse for my mom to 
buy slime supplies, but 
people actually started to 
buy it,” she said. By late 
2016, Aaron’s Instagram 
followers began to 
purchase her slime, much 
to her surprise. While 
at fi rst she used Mercati 
as a sales platform, 
Aaron set up an Etsy 
account in January 2017 
as more people began 
to order her products. 
Since then, she has made 
over 250 sales and has 

earned above a four star 
rating on the website. 

Aaron continues to 
post pictures and videos 
that showcase her slimes, 
providing demonstrations 
of both experimental 
and fi nalized product 
formulas. She frequently 
updates her product 
catalog, which consists of 
slimes typically ranging 
from $7-8 each. Aaron 
can be found under @
starlitslimes on Instagram 
and through her Etsy 
shop, StarlitSlimes.

Heather Aaron’s Starlit Slime Creations
BY JOELLE MONSALUD ‘18

combinations, such as the 
Jack Frost Latte at Ryan Bros. 
Restaurants have 
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s e a s o n a l 

additions 
to their menus. 
The International House 
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treat during the holidays is my 

mom’s pumpkin bread 
because she 
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so it makes it more 

special.” While Chlebek enjoys 

Senior Heather Aaron proudly displays her artsy creations. 
Photo: Joelle Monsalud

Photo: IHOP
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Most Valuable Players of the Fall Season are Recognized
BY ROMY LADERO ‘18 AND JULIANA VASQUEZ-UK ‘18

*Football MVP is yet to be announced.

 Meet after meet, Junior Cynthia Martin 
was found ahead of the racing pack. Martin 
received this year’s Girls Cross Country 
Most Valuable Player (MVP) Award, chosen 
by Head Coach Mr. Martin Dinsenbacher. 
She helped carry the team immensely, always 
coming first for the school and, many times, 
first against everyone at meets. “She has 
always been our number one runner,” stated 
Dinsenbacher. Her consistency throughout 
the season, how she showed up to meets 
with a competitive mindset and went to 
practice with the purpose of getting better, 
were things that proved to Dinsenbacher 
that she deserved the recognition. It was 
also her leadership that made her stand out 
from everyone else. Dinsenbacher stated that great runners, with an even better 
ability to lead, is a rare combination in the MVP winners he has recognized 
over the years. Martin was vocal with everyone on the team and she became 
the person where athletes went to for help. Martin was also always the one to 
step up in moments when the team needed her, scoring the most points out of 
anyone in the Girls Cross Country team. She came third in league finals, behind 
only two runners from other schools. Her time qualified her for the California 
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) postseason preliminaries, finishing first in her heat.

Cynthia Martin ‘19 Cross Country

Senior Kaili Downs was accepted into 
the varsity team in her freshman year. 
For four years she has been a part of 
a league powerhouse, entering the 
California Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF) postseason more than anyone 
else. With this experience, she was 
able to lead the team to the first round 
of the playoffs.  She received the Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) Award due to 

her performance 
on the court and 
her leadership 
off of it. Downs 
was the team’s 
“ t e r m i n a t o r ” , 
leading the stat 
line with an 
impressive 301 
season kills, 
compared to 
the 492 of the 
nineteen other 
players in the 
roster combined. 
She led the 
service receive 
pattern and was 
the go-to hitter in 
every play. The 
team also lost 
a lot of seniors 
in the past year 
which prompted 
her to take on 
a leadership 
position. Downs 
was named the 
main captain by 
her coaches not 

just because of her performance, but 
also because of her ability to lead and 
step up when she is needed. Throughout 
all the years that she has played in the 
league, with all the coaches and the 
players she was able to work with, 
Downs’ commitment to the sport is what 
ultimately made her into an outstanding 
player deserving of the MVP recognition.

Kaili Downs ‘18 VolleyballThe player whom Head Coach John Gonzalez referred 
to as “a firecracker of a player”, Junior Jordan Buck 
was given the Most Valuable Player (MVP) award for 
this season. Buck was the number one singles player for 
the team, and given this position and responsibility, as 
well as her outstanding numbers for the year, she was 
undoubtedly the most fit for the recognition. She finished 
the year with an impressive 23-4 record, ranking third 
in the whole Southwestern League. She also seeded 
in the league finals and was named to the First Team 
All-League distinction. Her exceptional performance, 

however, was not all that named her the MVP. “I always 
did my best to help share what I’ve learned over the 
years with the new or younger players on the team,” 
said Buck. Having played tennis ever since she was five, 
with much help and support from her family, she took it 
upon herself to help others with her experience. “If you 
see someone, you learn from their abilities and it helps 
your abilities as well,” stated Gonzales about Buck’s 
role this season. He also said that her MVP award came 
based on her hardwork and that her contributions to 
the team played a role in the program’s notable year.

With great sportsmanship and strength as a runner, Senior Antonio Carbajal 
was named the Most Valued Player (MVP) for Boys Cross Country. After 
improving and training much harder this season, Carbajal was able to become 
a strong runner on the team. Carbajal expressed the importance of being 
consistent while practicing, meaning performing at practices the same one 
would a race. Carbajal was chosen to hold the MVP title because of the values 
he holds as a leader,  along with the love and encouragement he shared with 
the rest of the team. Coach Martin Dinsenbacher explained that throughout 
the season, Carbajal has continuously cheered on his teammates and spread 
positive words of wisdom, demonstrating his true leadership capabilities. 
Carbajal explained that despite setting school records and being the fastest, 
it is important for him to be humble and gracious, and to make sure that he 
is being a good and positive influence on his teammates. Since cross country 
season is over, Carbajal plans to participate in Track and Field during the spring 
season, focusing on the thirty-two hundred meters in under nine minutes and 
because of his deep rooted passion for running, after high school, he plans to 
run in college and is currently looking into University of California Riverside.

Jordan Buck ‘19 Tennis

Antonio Carbajal ‘18 Cross Country

Team captain, Senior Ethan Villalta, was named 
this season’s Most Valued Player (MVP) for Boys 
Water Polo because of his impressive standings, 
sportsmanship, and consistency this season. All 
throughout the year, Villalta made sure to put in his 
maximum effort, whether it was at a game or if he was 
just practicing. He expressed that being consistent was 
key, especially in a sport like water polo. In addition, 
Villalta shared that his biggest accomplishment this 
season was being chosen to be one of the team captains 

and because this was one of his main goals in the sport, 
he is extremely proud. Consistently during the season, 
Villalta proved himself to be an asset to the team 
because he was one of the fastest players, making him 
the driver and sprinter during the games. Aside from 
his physical capabilities and contributions, Villalta 
made the most out of being a team captain. He always 
made sure to keep the team focused and lifted them up 
mentally when they needed it, because of his beliefs 
on how important it was to be a leader, captain or not.

The Girls Golf Most Valuable Player (MVP) 
Award was received by Junior Violet Zona. 
Head Coach Mr. Ed Sonia highlights her 
consistency throughout the season and 
being the girl to count on when scores are 
needed. “She’s always ready to jump in 
and help out the new girls,” Sonia said. 
She was given the award for her hardwork 
on the field, always giving full effort in the 
three years that she has been in the program. 
Zona dropped her score by nine points in this 
year’s league finals. It was a feat she felt the 
most proud of. Like all other athletes, Zona 
had her bad days, but Sonia was impressed 
with her ability to keep going through the 
difficult times. Her ability to regroup and 
focus on the long haul of matches were particularly defining moments for her as 
a player. She never specifically sought out the award, playing through her matches 
and practicing all with the mindset of just getting better. She took her game out 
of team-led practices and worked on her own. It was her work ethic, how she 
never gave up and always looked to better herself despite how outstanding her 
performance has already been, that helped shape her into an MVP-caliber player.

Ethan Villalta ‘18 Water Polo

Violet Zona ‘19 Golf

Senior Kaili Downs spiking the ball in a game against Murrieta Valley.

Boys Varsity Water Polo team captain, Senior Ethan Villalta competing against in their division three postseason match.
Photo: Ethan Villalta

Photo: Inland Empire Sports and News

Junior Jordan Buck against a tough opponent during the season that proved her to be worthy of her MVP title.
Photo: Valley News

Photo: Juliana Vasquez-UK

Photo: Juliana Vasquez-UK

Photo: Juliana Vasquez-UK
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Athlete Spotlights
BY ROMY LADERO ‘18

It is already rare to see a freshman make it to a varsity sport, 
as well as freshmen who are extremely valuable assets to the 
team. Sophomore Mahamed Shabaan was a great contributor 
to the Boys Varsity Soccer Team’s success in his rookie year. 
He has been a signifi cant factor on the playing fi eld, despite 
being in the early learning stages of the highschool level. It 
has been a challenge trying to adjust, as Shabaan learned that 
strength is just as important as ball skills come the higher level 
of playing. He spent the summer working on improving his 
physical capabilities to add more to what has already been 
an outstanding arsenal. Shabaan trains two to three times 
on the weekend, separate from team-scheduled practices. 
Sometimes he brings his ball to school to play street soccer 
with his friends. Since he has added so much more into his 
game, he is coming into the season with a more confi dent 
mindset, hoping to get many chances at the goal than he had 
last season. Shabaan plans to play soccer in college and has 
found opportunities of exposure with the local soccer club. He 
had fallen in love with the sport ever since the four-year-old-
him saw the fl air of professionals on his television. Shabaan 
said, “My favorite part about playing this sport is beating the 
defender, assisting my teammates, and scoring goals.” Those 
are some of the joys that keep him on the fi eld for so long.

MAHAMED SHABAAN  ‘20
VARSITY SOCCER

The presence of a senior on a varsity team always comes with 
the expectation of leadership. Senior Maddy Perine has been 
an infl uence to her team, leading the girls with her character 
on and off the soccer fi eld. At six years old, Perine found the 
ball at her feet and has been playing ever since. Her family has 
been heavily involved in the sport, getting inspiration from 
her parents and her siblings. The highschool level is a whole 
different pace from the other leagues she has played in and she 
uses her experience to help others in all aspects of the sport. 
She understands that people on the team look up to her as a 
role model. “I make sure to use my voice when it is necessary 
to push the other girls to their full potential,” said Perine. The 
Girls Varsity Soccer team had put up outstanding numbers in 
the past few years, and she has contributed to the process and 
the growth of her individual teammates. She loves spending 
time with her teammates and making new friends with 
incoming players. Her extensive involvement in this sport, 
along with outside activities, has made fi nding balance with 
academics diffi cult. Even so, she has achieved everything 
she set her mind on throughout the years, starting with her 
grade point average (GPA). Her involvement in the Sports 
Medicine Program also allowed her to build new relationships 
and made her an even better leader in the presence of others.

MADELYN PERINE ‘18
VARSITY SOCCER

PATI ALVARADO ‘19
VARSITY WATER POLO

In her third year on Varsity Water Polo, Junior Pati Alvarado 
came this year with the same mentality she has had since her 
freshman year, and that is to contribute to the team’s success. 
She learned to play water polo the summer just before freshman 
year, making varsity on that incoming school year. It is always 
diffi cult to adjust to the varsity level, let alone a new sport. 
Alvarado’s presence on the team has been known ever since 
she began that year because of her outstanding performance. 
There were many things that drew her to the sport, from its fast 
pace to the camaraderie of a team. Starting water polo was a 
learning curve that took her only a summer to get. Playing at a 
high level ever since she entered the sport has taught her just 
how important her purpose was on the get-go. Alvarado also 
made it to the Varsity Swim team in her freshman year and she 
explained that as a swimmer, she had to adjust to a completely 
different game. “I had to learn how to build up my endurance for 
a more physical sport,” said Alvarado. She spent the next years 
learning from her teammates and growing in the opportunity 
she was given to play at an advanced level. In her fi rst year, 
Alvarado made it to the Second Team All-League. She made 
it to First Team All-League the year after, the same season that 
Girls Varsity Water Polo made it to the preliminary round of 
the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) postseason.
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Different Type of Sport, Same Devotion
BY JULIANA VASQUEZ-UK ‘18

While many 
high school 
s t u d e n t s 

partake in a sport that 
is provided for them 
by their school, there 
are some students who 
decide to take on a 
sport outside of school, 
such as karate and 
taekwondo. Participating 
in a sport outside of 
school requires a lot 
of drive, passion, and 
balance, and while these 
are diffi cult attributes to 
obtain, some students 
have found ways to make 
it work for them so they 
can pursue the sport they 
are passionate about.

Choy Li Fut Instructor 
at White Dragon Martial 
Arts of Temecula, Senior 
Joshua Wierzbicki, has 
been teaching for almost 
a year and a half now, 
and prior to doing so, he 
had been taking Kung 
Fu, or more specifi cally, 
Choy Li Fut lessons 
since he was four. Choy 
Li Fut is a mixture of 
Northern and Southern 
style Kung Fu, which 
is a Chinese martial 
art, similar to karate. 
Wierzbicki described 
it as “a technical sport 
that favors strategy 
and mental ability, 
rather than brute force 
when challenging an 
opponent.” Wierzbicki 

instructs classes fi ve 
days a week for about  
one to two hours, which 
takes away a lot of 
his free time. One of 
the challenges that he 
faces, Wierzbicki 
explained, 
“ M o s t 
of the 
time I 
have to 
sacrifi ce sleep to 
be able to fi nish all 
of my homework, but 
I try to avoid that, so 
I do what I can during 
school, whether it is at 
lunch, break or CAT 30.” 
Wierzbicki explained 
that he does not mind 
the minor sacrifi ces that 
he has to make because 
he is truly passionate 
about Choy Li Fut and 
being an instructor. As 
an instructor, Wierzbicki 
trains his students to 
become more strategic 
and advanced in Kung 
Fu, as well as preparing 
them for tournaments. 
Wierzbicki explained, 
“Since I am an instructor, 
I don’t get to participate 
in the tournaments 
that my students do, 
instead I do an instructor 
tournament, which 
only happens once a 
year, around April or 
May.” Because the 
instructor tournament 
is approaching quickly, 

Wierzbicki is continuing 
to train exceptionally 
hard, outside of just 
teaching his students. 
While he does learn 
a lot in teaching his 
students, it is not 
enough to prepare him 
physically and mentally 
for the tournament.

Junior Johnna 
To m k i n s 

h a s 

b e e n 
t r a i n i n g 
in Karate, 
a Japanese 
style of martial 
arts, specializing 
in self-defense, 
for about six years, 
with the hopes of 
one day owning her 
own dojo, or training 
center. Tomkins trains, 
and is an Assistant 
instructor at Z Ultimate 
in Temecula. Because 
of how extensive her 
training is, Tomkins 
explained that sleep is 
extremely important 
for her because she 
needs all the energy that 
she can get, especially 
since her training takes 
place after a full day 
of school. Tomkins 

said, “Having energy 
throughout training 
time is very important 
because training 
refl ects performance at 
tournaments.” Where 
she trains, tournaments 
are held every six 
months and are taken 
very seriously. While 
Tomkins is currently an 
Assistant instructor, she 
is training tremendously 

hard to level up and 

b e c o m e 
a Chief 
Instructor. 
This would 
a l l o w 
and grant 
Tomkins the 

opportunity of 
k ick-s tar t ing 
her career path 
early. Because 

of her deep-
r o o t e d 

l o v e 

for Karate, Tomkins 
expressed that, “I want 
to be able to open my 
own dojo so that I can 
train my own set of 
students and teach them 
a great form of self-
defense. It has been a 
dream of mine ever since 
I started taking Karate 
lessons.”  To keep 
progressing toward her 
goal of becoming 

a Chief 
instructor 
a n d 
o w n i n g 

her own 
dojo, Tomkins 

will continue to 
persevere in her 

training and 
better herself 
and her skills.

     Students who 
participate in sports 

that take place outside 
of school dedicate much 
of their own personal 
time with distinctive 
goals in mind that they 
continuously work 
toward day in and day 
out. While both karate 
and taekwondo are 
mentally and physically 
challenging sports, the 
motivation shown by 
those who are a part 
these sports has proven 
that being in a sport 
outside of school can 
be just as fun as a sport 
provided by their school.
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continuously work 
toward day in and day 
out. While both karate 
and taekwondo are 
mentally and physically 
challenging sports, the 
motivation shown by 
those who are a part 
these sports has proven 
that being in a sport 
outside of school can 
be just as fun as a sport 
provided by their school.

Photo: Johnna Tomkins

Ph
ot

o:
 Ju

lia
na

 V
as

qu
ez

-U
K

Ph
ot

o:
 Ju

lia
na

 V
as

qu
ez

-U
K



Chaparral - The Platinum Press - December 15,  2017

Page 15Sports

As winter sports 
begin, there are 
several fall teams 

who have wrapped up their 
year with successful standings 
in their postseason games. 
Football, cross country, 
volleyball, girls tennis, and 
boys water polo all advanced 
to California Interscholastic 
(CIF) Finals and some teams 
were just short of moving 
on to the State rounds. 

The football team’s 
dynamics and the hard 
work they put in during the 
preseason set them apart from 
past years as they managed 
to unify as a team. Their 
determination led the team to 
a second round advancement 
into CIF. The quarter finals, 
their first CIF game, was their 
first playoff victory since 2013 

where they played against 
Valencia. The team had 
twenty one points in the fourth 
quarter with a final score of 
thirty eight to zero. Junior 
Orlando Ornelas explained 
that, “The team overall this 
year has a better mentality, 
we have a stronger sense of 
leadership and brotherhood 
which is something that 
we lacked last year.” This 
strength helped them progress 
into the second round but they 
unfortunately took a close loss 
against Paramount of twenty 
one to thirty four. Senior 
Jayson Pace said that even 
though the loss was difficult, 
“Beyond winning and beyond 
being the best score-wise. 
. .We want to continue to 
grow as young men and take 
away more from the game 

than just winning, because 
it is about more than that.” 

    The cross country team 
that continued on into the 
CIF races consisted of one 
girl, Junior Cynthia Martin 
and the entirety of the boys 
team with four seniors, two 
juniors, and one freshman. 
They made it to CIF Southern-
Section Finals but just missed 
an advancement to state. Their 
success early in the season 
gave the team confidence to 
strive to advance much further 
than they had in the past. It has 
been difficult at times because 
of the extremely competitive 
division one teams they go 
up against and other setbacks 
like injuries. Senior Vincent 
Martinez explained, “Shin 
splints and injuries that I have 
had set me back from season 

to season. . .recovering from 
those takes a lot of time.” 
However he said that everyone 
on the team supported one 
another wholeheartedly to 
make these upsets easier. The 
boys finished fourth during 
the CIF Preliminary Round 
and Martin won her heat 
for the girls races. The team 
became ranked fourteenth in 
the state, just barely missing 
the advancement after an 
extremely tough finals race. 

Boys water polo made it to 
the second round of CIF and 
lost by one point to Chino. 
It was a tough loss after a 
strong season but the team 
still holds onto their success 
with the eighteen overall wins 
they had throughout the year. 

This season, girls tennis had 
three doubles teams and three 

singles make it to the division 
three CIF matches. They made 
it to the second round and 
were just short of advancing 
but the experience did bond 
all of the girls. The singles had 
intense round two matches 
and were just short of victory. 
The doubles teams faced 
similar adversity but still came 
out with the pride of having 
kept the matches so close. 

Volleyball overcame much 
adversity this season and made 
it to the first round of CIF 
where they lost one to three 
against Lakewood. Junior 
Julia Haynie said that, “The 
further unto the season we 
got we started playing more 
for each other and supporting 
each other.” Even though they 
lost in the first round, they had 
other successes throughout 

the season, such as their 
undefeated first place victory 
at the Hemet Tournament from 
earlier in the season. There are 
several underclassmen on the 
team who experienced CIF for 
the first time and are excited to 
continue into next year with 
an even stronger foundation. 

In a rare feat, five of the 
fall sports teams managed to 
make it to CIF and compete 
with a determination that 
led to many close rounds. 
Their successes this year 
have set them up for the 
possibility of exceeding these 
achievements in the future. It 
was a competitive postseason 
for each of the teams and 
the results are something 
they take pride in because 
of how much heart they put 
into their respective sports. 

Fall Sports Exceeded Expectations During CIF Postseason
BY MAKAYLA RENNER ‘18

Time and time again, the 
Boys Varsity Soccer team has 
found ways to improve their 
performance in hopes of achieving 
a spot in California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) postseason. Prior 
to this year, the team had been 
back-to-back league champions; 
this competitive group of boys are 
striving to go as far into CIF once 
again. Each individual player has 
been demonstrating their ability to 
make position adjustments during 
practice; Head Coach Brandon 
Weisman has been finding 
new ways to make explosive 
plays from these changes.

The expectations run high as 
the boys strive to capitalize from 
last year’s exceptional season. 
During their off-season, the 
team worked to remain in great 
physical shape with personal 
workouts designed to increase 
endurance. On top of that, the 
boys polished their performance 
as they underwent rigorous 
conditioning during the sixth 
period. Senior Alec Fonseca said, 
“We have been working out and 
our coaches have been running us. 

We have been preparing mentally, 
physically in and out of the 
classroom.” The boys’ main focus 
have been to decrease mistakes 
in their game. With the season 
off to a rough start, the margin of 
error is slim as the team work to 
push the gears early on. Despite 
the minor setbacks, the team has 
been very optimistic. “Since we 
were league champions twice 
in a row I expect it to happen 
again and we can go back to 
CIF and hopefully do better,” 
stated Senior Jordan Bruton.

The players have remained 
confident throughout the season as 
many of them have been exposed 
to this soccer program or club 
soccer in previous years. Under 
Weisman the players are getting 
a feel for every position possible. 
“He has been putting us in 
different positions that we are not 
used to so it helps our development 
because we are more versatile on 
field,” stated Bruton. Playing a 
different position is something 
that takes time. Each player has 
adapted to the change differently 
and they are still working out 

how to play their new positions. 
With everyone playing a different 
position, depth to the team’s 
roster will be more dynamic. 
Having multiple players with the 
ability to work the field will allow 
various substitution options.

The team has played a couple 
of games, their most recent being 
in November. They entered the 
field with one goal in mind, to 
win. Despite the rough start, with 
their record standing at 2-3-1, the 
boys’ early production on the field 
have been met with great intensity. 
The losses have not discouraged 
the team. The process has simply 
pushed the group to excel and they 
have made it their goal to improve 
every game. The boys have been 
preparing to face Centennial 
High School on December 19.

The team may be off to a slow 
start but they have remained 
positive and continued to push 
themselves during practice. They 
are learning from their losses 
and their mistakes. Regaining 
their championship title has 
encouraged players to continually 
put in extra effort after practice. 

Reigning League Champions Return to the Soccer Field
BY JOSHUA CHAPMAN ‘18

A group from the Boys Cross Country team huddled together before competing in the CIF Finals.
Photo: Codi Bressler Photo: Katherine Phung

Freshman Trillian Harris handing off the ball to Senior Jacob Delara at the first round CIF game.

Varsity soccer player Senior Jordan Bruton on the offensive during one of the preseason games.
Photo: Alyssa Landgraf



‘Tis The Season

“I would give anything to make my 
friends happy, a smile on their face 

is the best thing ever.”
Liana Woodley ‘20

“We leave cookies out for Santa 
and a bunch of carrots out in the 

yard for reindeer.”
Nathaniel Robinson ‘18

“My resolution for next year 
is to stop relying others for my 

happiness.”
Joe Alidio ‘18

“I’m most thankful for my falls 
because I’ve learned how to pick 
myself up, and I’ve learned how 
to continue in the most diffi cult 

situations.” 
Jonathan Lopez ‘20

“My favorite gift I gave was giving 
my brother his very own pet fi sh.”

Avani Husges ‘20

“We normally go to my 
grandparents’ house with my 

cousins, aunts and uncles. In my 
family, we like to draw names and 

get each other a special gift.”
Julia Newbold ‘20

 “I guess you could say I want to 
keep my grades up [and] go to the 

gym more.”
Jade Ingram ‘19

“I’m thankful for everyone I have 
met.”

Nathaniel Shovlowsky ‘21

“My favorite gift to give isn’t one 
in particular. I like to get something 

I know the person will enjoy and 
get a lot of use out of because it 

seems more personal.”
 Isabelle Wolf ‘20

“A tradition my family does is 
we go to Mexico and have a big 

family party in their event hall and 
it’s great having everyone gather 

together for the holidays.”
Jennifer Chaidez ‘20

“Focus on making the best of my 
senior year and spending time with 

my friends before we all go our 
separate ways.”
Shea Conley’18

“I’m thankful for the fact that the 
year is almost over and done with.”

Daniela Garcia ‘18

“My favorite gift to give was an 
XBox 360 to my cousin and he 

loved it!”
Chris O’Neil ‘21

“I usually get my friends gift cards. 
For my family, I can get them more 

personal things.”
Sam Jimenez ‘21

“Every year my family and I give 
pajamas to each other on Christmas 
Eve and wear them the next day.”

Serina Heintzelman ‘19

“On Christmas Eve I visit my dad’s 
side of the family and on Christmas 

Day I visit my mom’s side.”
Kayla Parsons ‘21

“I want to improve my work ethic 
and improve my writing skill to a 

higher level.”
Tyler Cohn ‘20

“There are a few resolutions I want 
to make, to be healthier, to not 

procrastinate as much, and to try my 
best to give back to the community.”

Isabella Ritchie ‘21

“One thing I’m thankful for this 
year was about my mom and how 

she was able to fi nd her birth 
parents.”

Cordelia Watkins ‘20

“I am thankful for my friends and 
family who have been there for me 

every step of the way.”
Isaiah Gomez ‘20

What is your 
favorite gift to 

give?

What holiday 
traditions does 

your family 
partake in?

What are your 
resolutions for 

next year?

What are you 
thankful for 

this past year?

‘Tis The Season‘Tis The Season‘Tis The Season
partake in?

and improve my writing skill to a 


